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No extra cash 
for pay in the 
public sector, 
warns Hunt 


Vilnius 


Jeremy Hunt has told ministers there 
will be no extra money to give mil- 
lions of public sector workers an 
average 6% pay rise, which would 
potentially force departments to 
choose between raising salaries or 
cutting frontline services. 

The Guardian understands the 
chancellor has ruled out providinga 
further cash injection beyond what 
is already budgeted if Rishi Sunak 
decides to implement the recommen- 
dations of independent pay review 
bodies that are expected as soon as 
tomorrow. 

Government sources insisted the 
decision over whether to back the 
proposal for no extra funding would 
only be made once the prime minis- 
ter was back from the Nato summit 
in Vilnius tonight and had gone over 
the figures. “There’s definitely still 
contention in this,” one said. 

Cabinet ministers have been 
urging Sunak to agree to adopt the 
recommendations againsta backdrop 
of the rising cost of living and amid 
concerns that public sector strikes 


could continue in the run-up to the 
next general election. 

Senior Tories are concerned 
they will have to cut frontline ser- 
vices across education, health 
and policing if they are expected 
to fund the estimated £5bn differ- 
ence between budgeted increases 
of 3.5% and the pay review bodies’ 
recommendations. 

However, Treasury insiders 
warned that the salary proposals for 
2023-24, which sources said ranged 
from 5% to 6.5%, could fuel further 
inflation and even set off a wage-price 
spiral, where increasing disposable 
income raises demand for goods. 

In his Mansion House speech on 
Monday night, Hunt said any pay rises 
must not be funded from additional 
borrowing or tax rises. Treasury 
sources suggested his words were 
aimed as muchat his fellow Conserv- 
ative ministers as at the wider public. 

“Delivering sound money is our 
number one focus. That means tak- 
ing responsible decisions on public 
finances, including public sector 
pay, because more borrowings itself 
inflationary,” Hunt said. “It means 
recognising that bringing 
down inflation puts more 
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Mortgage stress likely 
to worsen, says IMF 


UK mortgage payers grappling with 
the most expensive home loans in 
15 years have been warned by the 
International Monetary Fund to brace 
themselves for still higher borrowing 


costs over the coming months. With 
pay growth registering its fastest 
growth since modern records began 
more than two decades ago, the IMF 
used its annual health check on the 
economy to back the Bank of Eng- 
land in whatever tough action it 
deems necessary to bring 

inflation under control. 


Met asks BBC to pause 
inquiry into presenter 


Media editor 


The Metropolitan police have asked 
the BBC to pause inquiries intoa sus- 
pended male presenter while officers 
decide whether there is any justifi- 
cation for a criminal investigation. 


The BBC director general, Tim 
Davie, said the Met had taken control 
of the inquiry, although the police 
were still at the “scoping” stage and 
may decide there is no criminal case 
to answer. 

The Sun newspaper triggered a 
crisis for the broadcaster on Friday 
night when it accused a male 


presenter of paying a crack cocaine 
user “more than £35,000 since they 
were 17 in return for sordid images”. 

Further claims emerged yesterday, 
with BBC News publishing entirely 
separate allegations that a person in 
their early 20s had been “threatened” 
by the same prominent presenter 
after they met ona dating app. 

Last night sources at the Sun 
moved to try and distance the news- 
paper from any suggestion that the 
BBC presenter had received pho- 
tographs when the individual was 
a child, which might be Q 
a criminal matter. They 
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for even higher rates, warns IMF 


@Continued from page 1 


The IMF issued its warning on a 
day when two-year fixed mortgage 
rates hit their highest level since 
the global financial crisis in 2008 
- and MPs on the Treasury commit- 
tee were told by mortgage lenders 
that more mortgage borrowers were 
likely to face financial stress over the 
coming months. 

Since December 2021, Thread- 
needle Street’s monetary policy 
committee has raised interest rates 
from 0.1% to 5% in 13 successive 
upward moves, with some in the City 
predicting a further 0.5 point rise in 
August, after official figures showing 
annual regular pay growth of 7.3%. 

“Should inflationary pressures 
show signs of further persistence, the 
[Bank of England’s] policy rate may 
have to be raised further and would 
need to remain higher for longer to 
durably lower inflation and keep 


inflation expectations anchored,” 
the IMF said. 

The Bank’s governor, Andrew Bai- 
ley, fuelled speculation in the City 
that official interest rates might even- 
tually rise above 6% - a move that 
would push mortgage rates well 
over 7% - when he used a speech on 
Monday to warn that wage and price 
increases at their current levels were 
not consistent with hitting the gov- 
ernment’s inflation target of 2%. 

According to the data provider 
Moneyfacts, mortgage rates have 
already climbed above the levelstem- 
porarily reached following Liz Truss’s 
badly received mini-budget last Sep- 
tember, and while mortgage lenders 
said they had not yet seen asurge in 
customers falling behind on monthly 
payments, that trend could reverse if 
interest rates continue to rise. 

The typical two-year fixed mort- 
gage rate was priced at 6.66% 
yesterday, up from 6.63% on Monday. 


“What I expect to see over the 
next six months is that we will see 
more customers with financial 
stress,” Skipton building society’s 
interim chief executive, Charlotte 
Harrison, told the cross-party Treas- 
ury committee. 

Any fresh increases in interest 
rates would mean further financial 
pain for the roughly 1.4 million mort- 
gage customers who are expected 
to roll off their existing mortgage 
deals and sign on to new contracts 
at a higher rate this year. It would 
also intensify downward pressure 
on house prices - which peaked last 
summer - and increase the risks of 
recent borrowers owing more than 
the current value of their homes. 

Henry Jordan, a director for 
Nationwide’s home loan division, 
said that on average, mortgage pay- 
ments had gone up by a third for the 
building society’s borrowers, who 
were now paying £235 moreamonth 


after signing on toa new deal. “That 
said, we haven’t really seen any real 
material movement in arrears per- 
formance, certainly within our prime 
residential portfolio,” Jordan said, 
referring to the fact that high street 
lenders have been more cautious 
and tested whether customers could 
afford to pay off their debts even at 
higher interest rates. 

However, bank executives admit- 
tedthat some customers were nearing 
those tested thresholds. Bradley 
Fordham, Santander UK’s mortgage 
director, said: “We’ve affordabil- 
ity stress-tested at a higher interest 
rate ... at around 6%... at the time of 
application. We’ve understood that 
customers can bear a higher interest 
rate and that seems to be bearing out 
at this moment in time.” 

Dozens of UK banks - including 
HSBC, Lloyds Banking Group, Nat- 
West, Santander and Nationwide 
- recently signed the chancellor’s 
mortgage charter, agreeing to more 
readily offer forbearance options 
such as mortgage term extensions 
and interest-only payment periods 
to support struggling borrowers. But 
Jordan said interest-only payment 
plans would no longer provide much 
relief if rates pushed beyond 6%. 

He explained that extending the 
term of a mortgage - referring to the 
number of years over which a cus- 
tomer repays their debt - would mean 
Nationwide’s customers would see 
their monthly payments increase by 
£134 rather than £250. “Ittakes about 
£100 off the increase,” Jordan said. 

Converting to interest-only pay- 
ments would also be beneficial for 
some borrowers and “would more 
than offset that increase”. 

“And that remains true until you 
get to [interest rates] somewhere 
between 6.25% and 6.5% - so that 
might be a kind of tipping point at 
which options like interest-only 
won't be sufficient to offset the 
increase in payments,” Jordan added. 

Lenders are widely expected to 
start putting aside more money inthe 
second quarter to protect themselves 
against potential defaults. 
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No extra cash 
to fund pay 
rises, Hunt 
tells ministers 
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money into people’s pockets than any 
tax cut. Andit means recognising that 
there can be no sustainable growth 
without eliminating the inflation that 
deters investment and erodes con- 
sumer confidence.” 

Sunak said on Saturday that giv- 
ing unaffordable pay rises would 
be “short-sighted” and that any 
increases would have to abide by his 
principles of “fairness, affordability 
and responsibility”. 

The warnings from Sunak and 
Hunt may be met with some con- 
cern from the unions that their 
expectations are being managed, in 
the hope that they will agree to the 


pay recommendations if the gov- 
ernment does, in the end, decide to 
adopt them. 

On the plane to Lithuania yester- 
day, Sunak was downbeat about the 
prospect of following the independ- 
ent bodies’ recommendations, with 
Downing Street insiders suggest- 
ing he would be “quite tough” when 
analysing the impact on the wider 
economy. 

When asked whether departments 
would have to use their existing 
budgets to fund pay rises, he said: 
“There’s three principles that are 
guiding us. We want to be fair, we 
want to do things that are affordable 
for the taxpayer and we need to be 
responsible. 

“The chancellor is right to high- 
light the importance of excess 
government borrowing on inflation. 
He’s absolutely right to highlight 
that. The government has to act in 
a way that is responsible given the 
economic context that we face and 
in particular the rise in borrowing 
costs that most countries are cur- 
rently experiencing.” 

Sunak added: “It’s absolutely vital 


we bring inflation down. Government 
should not fuel the fire by excessive 
borrowing ata time when that would 
just make the situation worse.” 

The proposals from the inde- 
pendent bodies, which the Treasury 
and other spending departments 
have already received, suggest that 
armed forces personnel should get 
pay rises of between 5% and 6% next 
year, that police officers, junior doc- 
tors and prison officers should get at 
least 6%, and that teachers should 
receive a 6.5% rise. 

Gillian Keegan, the education 
secretary, Steve Barclay, the health 
secretary, Ben Wallace, the defence 
secretary, Alex Chalk, the justice 
secretary, and Suella Braverman, 
the home secretary, are all said to be 
pushing Sunak to back the review 
bodies. 

Sunak and his ministers spent 


£5bn 


The estimated difference between 
budgeted rises of 3.5% and the pay 
review bodies’ recommendations 


much of last year arguing they had 
to abide by the independent bodies’ 
below-inflation pay proposals during 
strikes when unions were demand- 
ing more. 

The Bank of England governor, 
Andrew Bailey, joined the chancel- 
lor’s calls for wage restraint at the 
Mansion House on Monday, telling 
a City of London audience that high 
pay settlements were hitting the fight 
against inflation, which currently 
stands at 8.7%. 

However, annual private sector 
wage growth increased to 7.6% in 
the three months to April, according 
to the latest official data. 

Downing Street said Sunak did not 
believe that those working in the pub- 
lic sector deserved less than those in 
the private sector. His official spokes- 
man said: “I think that obviously it’s 
for private companies to set their pay 
as they see fit... We want to agree fair 
and reasonable pay offers [with pub- 
lic sector workers]”. 

The work and pensions secretary, 
Mel Stride, said the government 
would be “absolutely unwavering” 
inits mission to reduce inflation. 
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anti-bird spikes to build armoured nests 


Science editor 


Birds have never shied away from 
turning human rubbish into nesting 
materials, but even experts in the 
field raised an eyebrow at the latest 
handiwork to emerge from urban 
crows and magpies. 

Nests recovered from trees in 
Rotterdam in the Netherlands and 
Antwerp in Belgium were found to 
be constructed almost entirely from 
strips of long metal spikes ofthe kind 
that are attached to buildings to deter 
birds from setting up home. 

The discovery prompted research- 
ers at the Natural History Museum 


Rotterdam and the Naturalis Biodi- 
versity Center in Leiden to scour the 
internet for further examples, lead- 
ing to the identification of two more 
anti-bird spike nests, in Enschede in 
the Netherlands and in Glasgow. 

“I really thought Pd seen it all,” 
said Kees Moeliker, the director ofthe 
Natural History Museum Rotterdam, 
who studied the crow’s nest found 
during tree maintenance near the 
city’s main railway station. “I didn’t 
expect this. These anti-bird spikes are 
meant to deter birds, they are sup- 
posed to scare them off, but on the 
contrary, the birds just utilise them.” 

While the Rotterdam nest was 
made by crows, the other three were 
built by magpies, which construct 


large dome-like nests. The crows 
used the anti-bird spikes as a sturdy 
construction material, but the mag- 
pies may have appreciated their 
intended use: they placed most of 
the spikes on the nests’ roofs where 
they could deter predators, includ- 
ing other birds and weasels. 

It is not the first time birds have 
been found to incorporate urban 
materials into their nests. In 1933, 
a South African museum reported 
a crow’s nest fashioned from hard- 
drawn copper, galvanised iron and 
barbed wire. Nails, screws and even 
drug users’ syringes have all found 
their way into birds’ nests. 

About 25 years ago, Moeliker col- 
lected a pigeon’s nest from an oil 


B 4 A : 
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which are likely to be a deterrent to 
predators including other birds 


4 Crows and other corvids have good 
cognitive skills and are not limited to 
using twigs for nest building 
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refinery in Rotterdam harbour, a 
place he described as having “noth- 
ing green, onlyindustry, concrete and 
bad air”. 

That nest was made not from twigs 
but chicken wire. As an example of 
birds’ ability to adapt to the urban 
environment, he considered it the 
ultimate find. “It turns out that it 
wasn’t,” he said, in view of the lat- 
est crow and magpie nests, which 
are described in Deinsea, the annual 
periodical of the Natural History 
Museum Rotterdam. 

Rather than finding old strips of 
anti-bird spikes at rubbish dumps, 
Moeliker, who previously won an 
Ig Nobel prize for documenting the 
first known case of homosexual nec- 
rophiliaamong ducks, said crows and 
magpies appeared to be finding and 
removing the metal strips from build- 
ings. “They are ripping the stuff off. 
It’s been observed in several kinds of 
birds,” he said. 

On Monday, a European team of 
researchers warned that nearly 200 
bird species build nests with poten- 
tially dangerous human litter ranging 
from cigarette butts to plastic bags 
and fishing nets. 

Dr Jim Reynolds, an ornithologist 
at the University of Birmingham, who 
took part in that work, said he was 
amazed at the anti-bird spike nests, 
but added that if any group of birds 
was going to do it, it would be the 
corvids, the crow family, which are 
known for their cognitive skills. 

“Iwas really struck by the irony, to 
take anti-bird devices and use them 
to their own ends,” Reynolds said. 
“They are even more amazing than I 
think they are.” As wellas helping to 
protect the nests, the spikes may also 
serve as a display to impress poten- 
tial mates, he said. 

Anti-bird spikes are not only 
attached to building ledges to deter 
birds from nesting. In 2017, residents 
in the leafy Clifton neighbourhood 
of Bristol fixed bird-repelling spikes 
to trees to stop pigeons perching on 
the branches and creating amess on 
parked cars below. 

“We should not deter birds, 
we should embrace birds and live 
together with them,” said Moeliker. 
“These birds are very smart and 
they always find ways to cope with 
the harsh urban life. I’m very sym- 
pathetic towards these crows and 
magpies. They are my heroes.” 


Morrissey urges Jet2holidays to 
cut links with orca marine parks 


The singer-songwriter Morrissey has 
written to Jet2holidays urging the 
tour operator to drop its association 
with marine parks using captive orcas 
and dolphins for entertainment. 

Ina letter to Jet2’s chief executive, 
Steve Heapy, the former frontman 
of the Smiths said the mammals 
belonged in the open ocean where 
they could socialise. He said the 


“unnatural conditions” took a toll 
and he pointed to the number of 
premature orca deaths in recent years 
at Loro Parque, in Tenerife. 

Atthe zoo, which Jet2holidays sells 
tickets for and promotes on its web- 
site, three orcas aged between 20 and 
two died in 2021 and 2022. 

Morrissey also addressed the 
“bleak” situation of bottlenose 
dolphins, which he claimed were 
“crammed together at the marine 
parkin a tank that’s smaller than the 
car park”. He wrote: “Day in and day 


out, these animals can do little else 
but swim in endless circles. They’re 
even forced to perform demeaning 
tricks in exchange for food. Anyone 
who thinks that’s entertainment 
needs to get their head checked. And 
anyone who profits from this abuse 
should be ashamed.” 

Morrissey is performing today at 
the Sounds of the City concert series 
in Leeds, where Jet2 is based, and 
said he would like to meet Heapy to 
discuss the issue. He said: “Better 
yet, Ihope!can tell my audience that 
Jet2holidays is no longer associated 
with cruel marine parks.” 

Apetition organised by People for 
the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
(Peta) urging Jet2Holidays to cut ties 
with marine parks has been signed by 


almost 40,000 people. The animal 
rights charity describes the facilities 
as “marine abusement parks”. 

The holiday firm offers custom- 
ers tickets to marine parks such as 
Loro Parque when bookinga holiday. 
Thomas Cook, Virgin Holidays and 


Morrissey has spoken out against 
‘unnatural’ conditions in parks 


British Airways Holidays have 
stopped the practice. 

There has been a public backlash 
against keeping killer whales and dol- 
phinsin captivity since the release of 
the 2013 film Blackfish. Itargued that 
orcas’ behaviour becomes warped in 
captivity, leading to psychosis. 

Loro Parque’s orca expert said 
that the activities of whales were 
“carefully curated to promote their 
wellbeing”. 

They said the marine park had 
been “transparent” about the deaths 
of the three orcas, and independent 
vets had concluded “the causes of 
death were unrelated to the animals 
being ina marine park”. 

Jet2holidays was contacted for 
comment. 
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Experts name lake as key to 
start of Anthropocene epoch 


Damian Carrington 
Environment editor 


Scientists have selected a site to rep- 
resent the start of the Anthropocene 
epoch - marking the end of 11,700 
years ofa stable global environment 
on Earthin which human civilisation 
developed, and the start ofa new age 
dominated by human activities. 

The site is a sinkhole lake in Can- 
ada. Its annual sediments show clear 
spikes due to the colossal impact of 
humanity on the planet from 1950 
onwards, from plutonium from 
hydrogen bomb tests to the parti- 
cles from fossil fuel burning that have 
showered the globe. 

Ifthe site is approved by the bodies 
that oversee the geological timescale, 
the Anthropocene will be officially 
declared a new geological epoch in 
August 2024. 

Experts said the decision has 
social and political importance, as it 
would testify to the “scale and sever- 
ity of the planetary transformation 
processes unleashed by industrial- 
ised humanity”. The climate crisis 
is the most prominent impact of the 
Anthropocene, but huge losses of 
wildlife, the spread of invasive spe- 
cies, and the widespread pollution of 
the planet with plastics and nitrates 
are also key features. 

The Anthropocene Working Group 
was set up in 2009 and in 2016 con- 
cluded that human-caused changes 
to Earth were so great that a new 


geological time unit was justified. 
The AWG then assessed in detail a 
dozen sites across the world as can- 
didates for what geologists call a 
“golden spike”, the place where the 
abrupt and global changes mark- 
ing the start of the new age are best 
recorded in geological strata. 

Candidate sites included corals in 
the US and Australia, a peat bog in 
Poland, the Antarctic ice sheet and 
even human debris under Vienna. 
However, after several rounds of vot- 
ing, the AWGselected Crawford Lake, 
south-west of Toronto. 

“There is compelling evidence 
globally of a massive shift, a tip- 
ping point, in the Earth’s system,” 
said Prof Francine McCarthy, a geol- 
ogist at Brock University, Canada, and 
member of the AWG. “Crawford Lake 
is so special because it allows us to 
see at annual resolution the changes 
in Earth history.” 

The lake, formed in a limestone 
sinkhole, is 24 metres deep but cov- 
ers only 2.4 hectares (6 acres). That 
means the bottom waters and surface 
waters do not mix. “The bottom of 
the lake is completely isolated from 
the rest of the planet, except for what 
gently sinks to the bottom and accu- 
mulatesin sediment,” McCarthy said. 

The AWG has chosen the pluto- 
nium isotopes from H-bomb tests 
as the key marker for the Anthropo- 
cene, as they were spread globally 
from 1952 but declined rapidly after 
thenuclear test ban treaty in the mid- 
1960s, creating a spike in sediments. 


“The presence of plutonium 
gives us a stark indicator of when 
humanity became such a dominant 
force that it could leave a unique 
global ‘fingerprint’ on our planet,” 
said Prof Andrew Cundy, an envi- 
ronmental radiochemist at the 
University of Southampton who is 
also an AWG member. 

There are other important mark- 
ers in the lake sediments, including 
carbon particles produced by the 
burning of fossil fuels in power plants 
and nitrates from the mass applica- 
tion of chemical fertilisers. “We have 
adramatic increase in the concentra- 
tion in our core at exactly the same 
depth that wesee the rapid rise in plu- 
tonium,” said McCarthy. 

The 1950s saw the start of the 
“great acceleration”, the unprec- 
edented increase in industrial, 
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tiansport and economic activity after 


the second world war that continues 
today. “It is the great acceleration 
that we decided to use asa major tip- 
ping point in Earth history. But it is 
the increase in plutonium-239 fall- 
out specifically that we chose as the 
marker,’ said McCarthy. 

Prof Jürgen Renn, the director of 
the Max Planck Institute for the His- 
tory of Science in Berlin, said: “The 
Anthropocene concept has now 
received a firm anchoring in a very 
precise stratigraphic definition, [giv- 
ing] a reference point for scientific 
discussions.” 

“It also creates a bridge between 
the natural sciences and the humani- 
ties, because it’s about the humans,” 
Renn said. “We are looking at some- 
thing that is shaping our fate as 
humanity, so it’s very important to 
have acommon reference point.” 

Official ratification of the Craw- 
ford Lake site and the Anthropocene 
epoch requires votes from three more 
geological authorities, the Subcom- 
mission on Quaternary Stratigraphy, 
the International Commission on 
Stratigraphy and finally the Interna- 
tional Union of Geological Sciences. 

The decision may be difficult for 
geologists, who are used to dealing 
with periods spanning millions of 
years and using rocks with fossils as 
markers. The AWG will present a dos- 
sier of evidence hoping to convince 
the voting bodies that the Anthro- 
pocene does represent a planetary 
change that requires a new geologi- 
cal time period. 

Prof Colin Waters from the Univer- 
sity of Leicester, the AWG chair, said: 
“The Anthropocene thatstarts in the 
1950s represents a very rapid change 
that we have caused. There’s hopein 
that respect. The combined impacts 
of humanity can be changed. It’s not 
inevitable that we have to slide into 
continuing environmental poverty.” 


Party politics 
to party hats: 
Bolsonaro 
opens themed 
online store 


Tom Phillips 
Rio de Janeiro 


Some politicians go on lucrative 
speaking tours when their days in 
power are done. Others start foun- 
dations, distil whiskey, raise cattle 
or buy luxury sheds. 

Jair Bolsonaro has opened a shop 
where, forthe price ofa hardback, you 
can order a birthday pack complete 
with party hats, cake decorations and 
aplastic banner witha message from 
Brazil’s former president. 

“It’s party time, all right?” reads 
the poster, which also has a portrait of 
the grinning populist. The “party kit” 
costs 149.99 reais, or just under £24. 

The party paraphernalia is thelat- 
est offering from Bolsonaro’s online 
store, which opened in February, one 
month after his followers ran riot 
through Brazil’s capital to protest at 
his defeat in last year’s election. 

“If there’s a birthday party theme 
cooler than this, I’m not aware of it,” 
read a post on the shop’s Instagram 
account.Critics of Bolsonaro have 
derided the shop as the conclusion 
of his political career. Bolsonaro 
was banned from seeking office last 
month for peddling “appalling lies” 
during last year’s election. 

Writing in the newspaper O 
Globo on Tuesday, Merval Pereira, 
a conservative columnist, wrote of 
Bolsonaro: “The ex-president ... looks 
like he’s heading inevitably towards 
the end of his career.” He predicted 
Bolsonaro would end up leading a 
small, radical faction on the far right. 

Supporters voiced delight at the 
merchandise. “My birthday’s onlyin 
February but I want to reserve mine 
now,’ wrote one fromrural Sao Paulo. 

“The perfect repellent for infil- 
trated lefties,” another said . 

There are also notebooks (£9.30), 
beer mugs (£11) and stickers (£1.50) 
with his catchphrase: “Brazil above 
everything! God above all!” 


A A party kit for supporters of the 
former president of Brazil can be 
bought online for just under £24 
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National 


Education correspondent 


Theacademicattainment of primary 
school pupils in England remains 
significantly lower than before 
the Covid pandemic, according to 
the latest Sats results, which are 
unchanged from last year. 

The proportion of 10 and 11-year- 
old pupils meeting the government’s 
expected standard inreading, writing 
and maths remained at 59%, the same 
as last year, a sharp fall from 65% in 
2019, prior to the pandemic. 

Ministers are likely to be par- 
ticularly concerned about a drop 
in reading attainment. According 
to official government statistics 
published yesterday, 73% achieved 
the expected standard, down from 
75% last year. It still remains higher 
than reading attainment in 2016 
(66%) and matches 2019 (73%). 

In May ministers celebrated 


success in the Progress International 
Reading Literacy Study , in which 
children from English schools moved 
to fourth place in the global literacy 
league table. 

This year’s Sats reading paper, 
which English children sat in May, 
triggered complaints from parents 
and teachers who said it was so diffi- 
cult it had reduced some children to 
tears. However, the Standards and 
Testing Agency later ruled it was at 
the appropriate level of difficulty. 

The latest key stage 2 results raise 
concerns about the efficacy of the 
government’s education recovery 
plans, and the enduring impact of 
the pandemic on children’s learning. 
This year’s Sats cohort was particu- 
larly disrupted at the end of year 3 
and in year 4. 

There were, however, small 
improvements. In maths 73% of 
pupils met the expected standard, 
up from 71% in 2022. In writing 71% 
reached the threshold, up from 69%, 


Reading ability falls among 
primary pupils, Sats reveal 


and 80% met the expected stand- 
ard in science, a small improvement 
on 79%. Attainment in grammar, 
punctuation and spelling remained 
unchanged at 72%. 

Nevertheless this year’s results fall 
far short of the government’s stated 
target of 90% of pupils meeting the 
expected standard in reading, writ- 
ing and maths at key stage 2 by 2030. 

Dr Mary Bousted, the joint general 
secretary of the National Educa- 
tion Union, said: “These results 
confirm the point made by teachers 
and researchers: primary schools 
are still deeply affected by the pan- 
demic and Sats worsen this already 
difficult situation. 

“Funding is inadequate. Class sizes 


73% 


The proportion of primary school 
pupils in England who met the 
government’s standard for reading 


are growing. The jobs of support staff 
have been cut. Thereis no substantial 
programme to support educational 
recovery,” she added. 

Tiffnie Harris, a primary dataspe- 
cialist at the Association of School 
and College Leaders union, said 
schools were straining to improve 
and “we appeal tothe government to 
support them by urgently addressing 
the national crisis caused by teacher 
shortages and inadequate funding. 

“It is extremely difficult to raise 
standards when schools are strug- 
gling to put a qualified teacher in 
front of every class.” 

Jon Andrews, the head ofanalysis 
at the Education Policy Institute 
thinktank, added: “While there 
have been small increases in the 
percentage of pupils reaching the 
expected standard in maths and 
writing, these are still well below 
pre-pandemic results.” 

The national curriculum assess- 
ments - also known as Sats - are taken 
by state school pupilsin year 6, atthe 
end of primary school. 

The schools minister, Nick Gibb, 
said: “We know that pupils have had 
their education disrupted due to the 
pandemic, whichis why following on 
from our success in the Progress Inter- 
national Reading Literacy Study itis 
encouraging to see attainment lev- 
els improving insome key subjects.” 


Herd the one about the singing sheep? Ainathes 
outside Huddersfield railway station as part of arts company Artichoke’s latest project, Herd. She is 
one of 23 giant hand-crafted musical sheep which will appear all over Kirklees, West Yorkshire, to 
play their music this week before competing in a grand finale in Huddersfield on Sunday 16 July. 


= Dry 


= 
hee 


p,a 4. 5-metre musical sculpture installed 
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Ofsted to be 
questioned at 


inquest into 
head's death 


=| 
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Ofsted’s role in the events leading 
up to the death of headteacher Ruth 
Perry will be examined during an 
inquest this year, a coroner has ruled. 

Heidi Connor, the senior coroner 
for Berkshire, named the schools 
inspectorate for England as “inter- 
ested persons” as part of her inquiry 
into the death of Perry, whose family 
say killed herself after a “devastat- 
ing” inspection. 

The decision means that Ofsted 
officials will appear at the inquest in 
person and be questioned by the cor- 
oner and barristers for Perry’s family. 

At a pre-inquest review at Berk- 
shire coroner’s court, Connor said she 
was also considering whether to con- 
duct an “article 2” enhanced inquest 
into the circumstances surrounding 
Perry’s death. Such inquests can be 
invoked when government agencies 
have “failed to protect the deceased 
against a human threat or other risk,” 
the Crown Prosecution Service said. 

The inquest will investigate 
Perry’s death in January shortly 
after an Ofsted inspection down- 
graded Caversham primary school, 
in Reading, from “outstanding” to 
“inadequate”. 

Perry’s family have said she was 
“devastated” by the decision. As a 
maintained school, an inadequate 
grade would have seen its manage- 
ment pass to an academy trust. 

A subsequent Ofsted inspection 
carried out last month upgraded the 
school to “good”. 

Connor said questions of whether 
an inadequate rating was appropri- 
ate would be a matter for an inquiry 
to be held by MPs on the education 
select committee. Perry’s sister Prof 
Julia Waters welcomed the inquest. 

“We hope that, at the inquest itself 
later this year, the coroner will make 
recommendations to Ofsted to pre- 
vent further avoidable deaths like 
Ruth’s from occurring - so saving 
other families from experiencing the 
excruciating pain that we have expe- 
rienced,” she said. 

A spokesperson for Ofsted said: 
“Our sympathies remain with Ruth 
Perry’s family and colleagues. We are 
continuing to assist the coroner in her 
investigations.” 

The coroner set preliminary dates 
for the inquest to begin on 28 Novem- 
ber, with a decision provisionally 
scheduled for 7 December. 


In the UK and Ireland, Samaritans 
can be contacted on freephone 116 
123, or email jo@samaritans.org or 
jo@samaritans.ie 
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Met asks BBC to 
pause inquiry into 
presenter while 
officers investigate 


@Continued from page 1 


claimed the story published on 
Friday night was always really about 
concerned parents trying to stop 
payments to their vulnerable drug- 
using 20-year-old and was never 
really meant to be about the age of 
the alleged victim. 

If the young person did send any 
explicit pictures when they were 
aged 17 this could count as images of 
child sexual abuse - a serious criminal 
offence. But if the explicit photos 
were exchanged only after the young 
person turned 18 then it is possible 
that no law was broken. The age at 
which individuals can share explicit 
photographs is higher than the age 
at which they can legally have sex. 

The Met, which has held conver- 
sations with the BBC, has still not 
opened a criminal investigation into 
the allegations. 

The Sun said one police force had 
already told the alleged victim’s 
stepfather several months ago they 
couldn’t investigate because “it 
wasn’t illegal”. 

One person at the tabloid insisted 
the Sun had been “very careful” tonot 
explicitly accuse the BBC presenter of 
criminal behaviour in their reporting. 

The 20 year old’s lawyer allegedly 
told the Sun last week that the story 
was “rubbish” and no illegal activ- 
ity had taken place, although the 
tabloid did not publish this denial 
until Monday night. 

Davie made it clear it was the Sun’s 
apparent accusation of the potential 
illegal behaviour which prompted the 
suspension of the presenter. 

He saida previous complaint tothe 
BBC by the 20-year-old’s parents had 
been “very serious but not criminal”. 

A spokesperson for the Sun said: 
“We have reported a story about 
two very concerned parents who 
made a complaint to the BBC about 
the behaviour ofa presenter and the 
welfare of their child. Their com- 
plaint was notacted upon by the BBC. 
We have seen evidence that supports 
their concerns. It’s now for the BBC 
to properly investigate.” 

Theanonymous individual behind 


‘At that point, [the 
complaint] did not 
involve an allegation 
of criminality but 


it was nonetheless 
very serious’ 


Tim Davie 
On the internal inquiry 


yesterday’s new claims alleged that 
they were put under pressure to meet 
the presenter - who initially hid their 
real identity - but never did. 

When the person in their 20s later 
wrote online that they had been 
talking toa prominent BBC presenter 
and were tempted to name them, the 
BBC star allegedly responded with 
“abusive, expletive-filled messages”. 

The latest developments came as 
Davie faced questions from the media 
about his handling ofthe allegations 
against the suspended presenter. 

He confirmed the BBC had paused 
its owninternal investigation into the 
Sun’s accusations while specialist 
officers at the Metropolitan police 
made inquiries. 

The director generalalso set outthe 
BBC’s own timeline of events, which 
began in May when the 20-year-old’s 
family attempted to complain about 
the presenter’s behaviour by walking 
into a BBC office. 

They then called the BBC’s 
complaints line - usually used by 
members of the publicunhappy with 
what they have watched on screen. 

Davie said this complaint was then 
passed to the BBC’s internal investi- 
gations team, which concluded it was 
worth pursuing. “On the basis of the 
information they had at that point, it 
did not involve an allegation of crim- 
inality but it was nonetheless very 
serious,” said Davie. 

The investigations team twice 
attempted to contact the individ- 
ual who had made complaint but 
received no response, he said, 
prompting it to pause its inquiry. 

Davie insisted it was standard pro- 
cedure for the BBC’s investigations 
team to verify serious allegations 
before putting them to presenters: 
“You could be in a situation where 
anyone could ring anything in and 
put it to presenters.” 

The director general confirmed 
that the suspended male presenter 
was informed of the allegations 
against him only last week, when 
the Sun contacted the BBC with the 
more serious and potential criminal 
accusations. 

Davie also said the BBC had a “duty 
of care” to the suspended presenter 
and suggested they were providing 
him with support. 

He declined to comment on the 
question of whether blackmail could 
have been involved. 

Yesterday the BBC also published 
the salaries of many of its leading 
presenters alongside data showing 
the broadcaster’s audience figures 
were struggling. 

Italso showed 500,000 fewer tele- 
vision licences were bought last year, 
inasign of the other existential crises 
facing the national broadcaster. 
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TETTE I won't use privilege 
to name presenter - minister 


Jamie Grierson 


Acabinet minister has said he would 
not use parliamentary privilege to 
identify the BBC presenter at the 
centre ofa scandal over alleged cash 
for explicit images, in an apparent 
move to discourage other MPs from 
doing so. 

A prominent male BBC presenter 
was suspended at the weekend over 
allegations that he spent £35,000 
buying explicit images froma young 
person, who was allegedly 17 years 
old when they started talking online. 

The work and pensions secre- 
tary, Mel Stride, also suggested that 


whether the young person involved 
was in “adulthood or childhood was 
material” to how the allegations 
should be responded to. 

Asked on Sky News if he would 
use parliamentary privilege - in 
effect a form of legal immunity that 
grants MPs protection in the House 
of Commons -to name the presenter 
involved, as some of his colleagues 
have suggested they might, Stride 
said he would not. 

“I can only speak for myself. 
I would personally certainly not 
be doing that,” he said. “That is a 
privilege that should be used very 
sparingly and with great thought.” 

Asked the same question on LBC, 
Stride said: “I can only tell you what 


ETET, do, whichi isthatI would not 
be naming anybody in the House of 
Commons. 

“Parliamentary privilege is a very 
special and privileged thing and it 
should be used very, very sparingly. 
My own view is that, regarding the 
BBC situation, not enough is known 
yet by the outside world of absolutely 
what has been going on here. 

“And until we know all the facts - 
and we won’t know I think until this 
whole matter is concluded - I think 
it would be wrong to prejudge things 
and jump to conclusions that people 
should be named or otherwise.” 

Earlier on Sky News, Stride urged 
people to “resist ... the urge to opine” 
on how the allegations were being 
dealt with by the BBC. 

“Once it’s all over and concluded, 
Ithink that is most certainly the time 
tobe looking at whether things were 
done correctly or not,” Stride said. 
“But at the moment, it seems to me 
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Timeline (22)... 
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allegations complainant (a 

unfolded family member) 
attended a BBC 
building, where 
they sought to 
make a complaint 
about the 
behaviour of a BBC 
presenter. 


@The 
complainant 
contacted BBC 
audience services; 
the details of 

this contact were 
referred to the 


> not include an 

: allegation of 

: criminality, but 
: nonetheless 

: merited further 
: investigation. 

: Onthe same day, 


BBC's corporate : the corporate 
investigations : investigations 
team. The : team emailed 
assessment : the complainant, 
made was that : stating how 

on the basis of : seriously the BBC 


: took the issue and 
: seeking additional 


the information 
provided it did 


: information to 
: verify the claims 
: being made; there 


: made to verify 

: the identity of 

: the complainant. 
: Thisisastandard 
: procedure to 

: confirm that the 
: complainant is the 
: person they say 

: they are. 


@ Having received 
no response to the 
email, a phone call 


: was no response was made to the 
: to this contact. mobile number 
: Checks were also provided by the 


complainant to the 
BBC’s corporate 
investigations 
team; this call did 
not connect. No 
further attempts 
to contact the 
complainant were 
made after 6 June. 
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l A Members of the media outside the 


BBC’s headquarters yesterday. Mel 
Stride, the pensions secretary, told 
MPs not to name the presenter 
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this is a highly fluid, unknown situa- 
tion and weshould give the BBC abit 
of space. It’s really important that all 
of us resist, to the extent that we can, 
the urge to opine on what was right, 
or what was outrageous or wrong, 
until we know all the facts.” 

Asked about the BBC’s handling 
of the situation, he said: “We don’t 
know enough of the facts to be able 
to start pointing too many fingers yet 
at the process. 

“Tthink we have to wait [until] this 
has played out as quickly and effec- 
tively as possible, and that’s what the 
secretary of state [for digital, culture, 
media and sport] has been pushing 
for. And then we can start to make 
those judgments.” 


Spotlight on newspaper's 


actions before publication 


Jim Waterson 
Media editor 


The Sun is facing questions over 
the reporting that led to the 
suspension of a well-known male 
BBC presenter. The most powerful 
of the newspaper’s allegations was 
that the young person was under 18 
when they allegedly began selling 
pictures to the BBC presenter, 
raising the possibility that a serious 
criminal offence may have been 
committed. 

Now the Sun is distancing itself 
from that element of the story, 
after the person at the centre of it, 
now aged 20 and legally an adult, 
insisted the newspaper’s claims of 
illegal behaviour were “rubbish”. 
These are the questions that 
remain on the Sun’s reporting: 


Did the Sun contact the young 
person before publishing 
allegations? 

The 20-year-old’s lawyer has 
said the Sun’s story is “rubbish”, 
alleged they were not approached 
for comment prior to publication, 
and insisted they told the Sun last 
week that the story was wrong. 

Despite this, the Sun did not 
include any denial from the 
young person in its coverage until 
Monday night. Sources in the Sun 
newsroom suggested the tabloid 


had been working on the story 
since at least Wednesday of last 
week, meaning they had at least 
48 hours to approach the young 
person for their side of the story. 

A Sun spokesperson did not 
return a request for comment on 
whether the newspaper had made 
any direct contact with the young 
person - or whether they had 
attempted to do so. 


Did the Sun allege that 

the BBC presenter had 

broken the law? 

The newspaper’s initial 
reporting alleged that the BBC 
presenter paid a teenager for 
“sordid images”, starting when the 
individual was 17. 

This would appear to be a direct 
accusation that the presenter was 
commissioning child sexual abuse 
images, a serious criminal act that 
carries a prison sentence. It was 
this specific accusation that put 
the BBC into crisis mode, created 
a global scandal, and led to the 
presenter’s suspension. 

Sources at the Sun are now 
distancing themselves from this 
line and claiming the story was 
not really about potential criminal 
activity. Instead, they suggest 
it was more about concerned 
parents trying to stop payments 
to a vulnerable child witha 
drug habit. 


<4 Sources at the Sun are now 
distancing themselves from claims 
about potential criminality 
PHOTOGRAPH: ALAMY 


Does the Sun have hard 
evidence to back up its 
allegations? 

The Sun’s reporting is 
largely based on anonymous 
interviews with the mother and 
stepfather of the young person. 
The newspaper says the mother 
approached them with the story, 
did not request a payment, and 
has signed a sworn legal affidavit 
that she is telling the truth. 

It is unclear whether the Sun 
has seen the underlying evidence 
relating to the payments or the 
explicit material. For instance, 
the Sun said the young person’s 
stepfather “told the Beeb on 19 
May of bank statements detailing 
huge payments from the star” - 
but it is not clear if the reporters 
have seen the bank statements. 

Aspokesperson from the 
newspaper emphasised that they 
were giving a voice to the parents’ 
allegations without definitively 
concluding they were correct: “We 
have reported a story about two 
very concerned parents who made 
a complaint to the BBC about 
the behaviour of a presenter and 
the welfare of their child. Their 
complaint was not acted upon by 
the BBC. We have seen evidence 
that supports their concerns. 

It’s now for the BBC to properly 
investigate.” 


Is the Sun cooperating 

with the police? 

This is also unknown. If 

the Sun had evidence ofa 
potential crime by a high-profile 
presenter it might be expected to 
share its reporting with the police 
to aid them with their inquiries. 


Has the Sun raised doubts 
over whether a criminal 
offence took place? 

The stepfather told the 
newspaper on Monday that an 
unknown police force rejected 
his criminal complaint several 
months ago, saying: “I had gone to 
the police in desperation but they 
couldn’t do anything as they said 
it wasn’t illegal.” 

The newspaper also now 
has a line in its stories stating: 
“A lawyer for the youngster 
says nothing unlawful or 
inappropriate happened.” 


@ The Sun informed the BBC, via the 
corporate press office, of allegations 
concerning a BBC presenter; it became 
clear that the source was from the 
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: same family that 
: approached the 
: BBCon18 and 19 
: May. The claims 
: contained new 

: allegations that 
: were different 

: tothe matters 

: being considered 
: by corporate 

: investigations. 

: The BBC initiated 
: amanagement 

: group to lead 

: the response, 


: involving senior 
: BBC executives 

: including the 

: director general. 
: Asenior manager 
: held the first 

: conversation on 
: the matter with 

: the presenter 

: concerned. It was 
: agreed that the 

: presenter would 
: not be onair while 
: the matter was 

: being considered. 


@ After the 

Sun’s contact, 
the corporate 
investigations 
team contacted 
the complainant 
again, who 

was in touch 

with the BBC’s 
investigators. The 
BBC also made 
contact with the 
police with regard 
to this matter. 


@ The @ The BBC met 
complainant sent with the police, to 
the BBC some report the matter 


and discuss how 
to progress the 
investigation. The 
police requested 


materials related 
to the complaint. 
The BBC issued 

an update to staff 


andthe media; the that the BBC pause 

broadcaster also its investigations 

confirmed that it into the 

had suspendedthe allegations while 

presenter. they scope future 
work. 


A Gary Lineker, the Match of the 
Day host, was paid £1.35m last year 


Salaries 
Lineker still 
highest-paid 
presenter 


Matthew Weaver 
Jim Waterson 


Gary Lineker has maintained his 
position as the BBC’s highest-paid 
presenter in a year when he was sus- 
pended for criticising the language 
used by ministers when discussing 
the government’s asylum policy, the 
BBC annual report reveals. 

The Match of the Day host was paid 
£1.35m in the last financial year, the 
same amount he received the previ- 
ous year, and well ahead of the BBC’s 
second-highest earner, Zoe Ball, who 
remained on £980,000 a year. 

The pay of leading BBC stars has 
remained largely static, but the News 
at Ten host Huw Edwards became 
the BBC’s highest-paid journalist. 
He received a £25,000 pay rise in 
return for hosting anumber of news 
specials, including coverage of the 
queen’s funeral. This took Edwards’ 
total BBC salary to £435,000, push- 
ing him up to fourth place on the 
overall pay list. He is just behind the 
Match of the Day pundit Alan Shearer 
on £445,000, and ahead of the BBC 
Northern Ireland presenter Stephen 
Nolan on £415,000. 

The pay of the director general, 
Tim Davie, who was forced to climb 
down over his decision to suspend 
Lineker after a backlash from the 
presenter’s colleagues, increased 
slightly to £525,000. 

The figures were contained in 
the BBC’s annual report, which was 
released yesterday. The report was 
planned long before the BBC was 
thrown into crisis by allegations 
against an unnamed senior presenter, 
which has led to his suspension. 

It reveals the enormous financial 
challenges facing the BBC. Itis losing 
licence fee payers at a substantial 
pace, with 500,000 fewer households 
paying the £159 annual fee compared 
with last year. 

Since 2017 the BBC has been 
required by the government to pub- 
lish the salaries of employees who 
earn more than £150,000 a year from 
the licence fee. 

This year the BBC has raised the 
threshold for disclosure to £178,000 
- meaning many presenters and 
executives no longer have their pay 
publicly disclosed. 

The list does not include 
individuals who work for the BBC’s 
commercial arm, meaning actors 
on popular television shows are 
not included. 
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¥ Caster Semenya competing in the 
women’s 1500m final at the 2018 
Commonwealth Games in Australia 
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Caster Semenya’s human rights were 
violated over regulations, court rules 


The extraordinary career of Caster 
Semenya took another twist yes- 
terday when the European court 
of human rights (ECHR) ruled she 
had been let down by the Swiss 
legal system in her battle against 
limits on testosterone levels for 
female athletes. 


Semenya, who won gold in the 
800m at the 2012 and 2016 Olym- 
pics, was born with differences in 
sex development (DSD), meaning 
her body naturally produces higher 
levels of testosterone. She has not 
been allowed to compete in elite 
events between 400m and a mile 
since 2018, when World Athletics, 
the sport’s governing body, imple- 
mented anew policy for DSD athletes 
that compelled them to reduce their 


testosterone levels to less than 
5 nanomoles per litre (nmol/L) to 
race across those distances. People 
with DSD are in the male range of 7.7 
to 29.4 nmol/L. 

The policy was upheld by the court 
of arbitration for sport (Cas) the fol- 
lowing year, and then by a Swiss 
federal tribunal in 2020, leading to 
Semenya taking her legal battle to 
the ECHR. The ECHR ruled yester- 
day that Switzerland had not afforded 


Semenya “sufficient institutional 
and procedural safeguards” to allow 
her to have her complaints exam- 
ined effectively. The “high stakes” 
involved for Semenya “should have 
led to a thorough institutional and 
procedural review”, the court said. 
Semenya had been unable to 
obtain such a review, therefore the 
ECHR was “unable to determine 
whether the DSD regulations, as 
applied in the applicant’s case, could 


be considered a measure that was 
objective and proportionate to the 
aim pursued of protecting fair com- 
petition for female athletes”. The 
court said Semenya’s complaints of 
discrimination as a result of World 
Athletics’ regulations were “sub- 
stantiated and credible”, but that its 
judgment did not bring into question 
the governing body’s policy. 

The seven judges found by a 
majority of four to three that Semen- 
ya’s rights under article 14 of the 
European convention on human 
rights, which concerns discrimina- 
tion, had been violated. The Swiss 
federal tribunal was also found to 
have violated article 13 in not pro- 
viding Semenya effective remedy 
against discrimination. 

In response, World Athletics said 
its regulations, which since March 
have required DSD athletes to reduce 
their testosterone levels to 2.5 nmol/L 
fora minimum of six months to com- 
pete in any international event, were 
“a necessary, reasonable and pro- 
portionate means of protecting fair 
competitionin the female category” 
and said it would encourage the Swiss 
state to refer the decision to the Stras- 
bourg court’s grand chamber for a 
final judgment. 

Semenya came to prominence in 
2009 when, aged 18, she posted a 
world-leading personal best as she 
won gold in the 800m at the African 
junior championships with atime of 
1 minute 56.72 seconds. That led to 
speculation over her gender, which 
intensified after she won the first of 
three World Championship gold med- 
als in Berlin that summer. “People 
want to stare at me now. They want 
to touch me,” she said. 

Schona Jolly KC from Cloisters, a 
barrister who had acted for Semenya 
inthe ECHR case, said: “Weare abso- 
lutely delighted for our client today. 
Caster has never given up her fight to 
be allowed to compete and run free. 
Today’s judgment is testament to her 
resilience and courage. 

“This important personal win for 
herisalsoa wider victory for elite ath- 
letes around the world. It means that 
sporting governance bodies around 
the world must finally recognise that 
human rights law and norms apply to 
the athletes they regulate.” 


Man sentenced to 12 years for 
his role in 39 Essex lorry deaths 


A man described as an “essential 
cog” inapeople-smuggling gang that 
caused the death of 39 men, women 
and children in a lorry in Essex was 
sentenced to more than 12 years for 
manslaughter yesterday. 

The victims, who were all Viet- 
namese nationals, died after being 
crammed into a sealed airtight con- 
tainer on a ferry from Zeebrugge in 
Belgium to Purfleet in October 2019. 
They had agreed to pay up to £13,000 
each for a “VIP” service to come to 
Britain for anew life. 

Marius Mihai Draghici, 50, fled 
Britain and was detained by police 
in Romania last August before being 
extradited. He was painted as one of 


the ringleaders by the prosecution 
and pleaded guilty at the Old Bailey 
last month to 39 counts of man- 
slaughter and conspiracy to assist 
unlawful immigration. 

Mr Justice Garnham jailed Dragh- 
ici for 12 years and seven months, and 


A Marius Mihai Draghici, 50, was 
called an ‘essential cog’ by the judge 


said the victims, two of whom were 
just 15, suffered “unspeakable” con- 
ditions with “people trapped inside 
the trailer withnoventilation and no 
way of getting out”. 

The sentence appears to be the 
most lenient so far to members of 
the people-smuggling ring. 

Four others were jailed in 2021 for 
manslaughter, including the ring- 
leader, Gheorghe Nica, 46, who 
received the longest sentence, 27 
years. 

The victims were packed into the 
lorry container on 22 October 2019 in 
total darkness and sweltering heat. 
The 28 men, eight women and three 
children desperately tried to raise the 
alarm before running out of oxygen. 

Maurice Robinson, 28, a lorry 
driver from Northern Ireland, discov- 
ered the bodies early on 23 October 
after being messaged by his boss, 
Ronan Hughes, 43, to “give them 
air”, but not let them out. Robinson 
was given 13 years and four months, 
while Hughes received 20 years for 
manslaughter in 2021. 


Carrie and 
Boris Johnson 
announce birth 


of third child 


Carrie and Boris Johnson have 
announced the birth of their third 
child, asecond son. Onan Instagram 
post of her holding the baby, the for- 
mer prime minister’s wife joked: 
“Welcome to the world Frank Alfred 
Odysseus Johnson born Sth July at 
9.15am. (Can you guess which name 
my husband chose?!)” 

Boris Johnson is keen to be thought 
ofasascholar of the classics. In Greek 
mythology, Odysseus leaves behind 
his wife and child to seek adventure, 
encountering many other women. 


Carrie Johnson wrote: “Seeing my 
older two embrace their new brother 
with such joy and excitement has 
been the most wonderful thing to 
see. We are all very smitten.” 

Boris Johnson has always refused 
to say how many children he has 
in total. But he is known to have 
fathered at least eight. He had four 
with his ex-wife Marina Wheeler, and 
another following an affair with the 
arts consultant Helen Macintyre. 

His two children with Carrie are 
Wilfred, aged three, and Romy, aged 
18 months. 


à Carrie Johnson with herr new son, 
Thank Alfred Odysseus Johnson 
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Neonatal health checks 
‘not fit for purpose’ for 
black and Asian babies 


Anna Bawden 


Tests to assess newborn babies’ 
health are useful only for white 
children and therefore should be 
replaced, the NHS Race and Health 
Observatory has said. 

In the UK, neonatal death rates 
among Black and Asian newborns are 
much higher than for white babies. 

A review of neonatal tests by 
Sheffield Hallam University, commis- 
sioned by the NHS Race and Health 
Observatory, found the Apgar score 
- which assesses a newborn’s skin 
tone, heart rate, reflexes, muscle 
tone and breathing - can give mis- 
leading scores for Black, Asian and 
ethnic minority babies with darker 
skin because it was developed for 
white European babies in 1952. 

The review assessed about 200 
studies and more than 80 policies on 
newborn babies’ health. Research- 
ers also interviewed 33 healthcare 


professionals and 24 parents. They 
found some guidance on a healthy 
newborn’s skin tone still referred to 
terms suchas “pink” “blue” “pale” or 
“pallor”, with no reference to alter- 
native descriptions for Black, Asian 
and other skin types. 

The review also found skin col- 
our observations for cyanosis and 
jaundice were unreliable, espe- 
cially for those with darker skins. It 
recommended replacing them with 
more accurate devices suchas pulse 
oximeters, bilirubinometers and 
blood tests. It also calls for the suita- 
bility of Apgar scores to be urgently 
reviewed and for better training on 
how toassess the health of neonates 
from Black, Asian and minority 
ethnic backgrounds. Dr Habib Naqvi, 


200 


The number of studies the review 
assessed, alongside 80 policies 
about newborn babies’ health 


Vv Apgar health tests for newborns 
are unreliable for black and 
Asian babies, the review found 
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chief executive of the NHS Race and 
Health Observatory, said: “We need 
to address the limitations in visual 
examinations of newborns, such 
as Apgar scores, where the assess- 
ment of skin colour can potentially 
disadvantage Black, Asian and eth- 
nicminority babies with darker skin. 

“The results from this initial 
review highlight the bias that can 
be inherent in healthcare interven- 
tions and assessments and lead to 
inaccurate assessments, late diagno- 
sis and poorer outcomes for diverse 
communities.” Health experts wel- 
comed the findings. Aspokesperson 
for the British Association of Perinatal 
Medicine said: “This is an important 
step forward to reduce inequalities in 
healthcare in babies.” 

Carmel Bagness, RCN professional 
lead for midwifery and women’s 
health, said:“This isa welcome report 
which highlights the need for more 
suitable health checks for newborn 
babies from Black, Asian and ethnic 
minority babies with darker skin.” 

A Department of Health and Social 
Care spokesperson said: “We are 
absolutely clear that maternity care 
must be of the same high standard 
for everyone. NHS England has pub- 
lished guidance for local maternity 
systems, supported by £6.8m, focus- 
ing on actions to reduce disparities 
for women and babies from ethnic 
minorities and those living in the 
most deprived areas.” 
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women back on court 


after having children 


lina Svitolina claimed 
the mother of all 
victories yesterday 
by knocking out 
world number one Iga 
Swiatek to reach the 
Wimbledon semi-finals. 

The unseeded Ukrainian, who 
gave birth to her daughter Skai just 
nine months ago, ousted the Polish 
top seed ina dramatic three-set 


victory on Centre Court. “I don’t 
know what is happening right 
now, it’s really unbelievable,” said 
Svitolina, who reached the semi- 
finals in 2019 

“Pm really, really happy that I got 
this chance to play here again. I was 
fighting, it was not easy. Iga is world 
number one and always fighting. It 
was an unbelievable match and Pm 
really happy I could win this one.” 

Świątek has been a huge 
supporter of the Ukrainian cause 
since the Russian invasion and 
wears a blue and yellow ribbon in 


—_ . 


her cap. Svitolina, whose emotional 
win over Victoria Azarenka of 
Belarus in the fourth round was one 
of the matches of the tournament, 
added: “Iga is not only a great 
champion but an unbelievable 
person.” 

Her victory was yet another 
example of competitors in the 


ee, 


Johanna 
Konta said 
she found the 
transition to 
motherhood 
hard. Right, 
Margaret Court, 
who continued 
her successful 
career after 
having children. 
Below, Elina 
Svitolina at 
Wimbledon 
yesterday. 
She gave birth 
in October 
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women’s game making a successful 
return after a break to have 
children. Yesterday the former 
British number one Johanna Konta 
returned to Wimbledon for Ladies’ 
invitation doubles, and this time, 
with her 10-month-old daughter. 
She spoke of the difficulty of 
managing the transition from 


Ee 4 = were 
athlete to motherhood. “To then 
be thrown into avery selfless 
existence is a really hard transition, 
and it’s not fun - but I would choose 
it every single day over playing on 
centre court,’ she said. 

Tennis has a history of 
professional players returning to 
high-profile careers after becoming 
mothers. In 1972, Margaret Court 
gave birth to her first child and in 
1973 won the Australian Open, the 
French Open and the US Open. 

Kim Clijsters won her second 
US Open in 2010 after becoming a 
mother. Serena Williams was two 
months pregnant when she won 
the Australian Open in 2017. 

But it’s not without challenges. 
Training while pregnant can takea 
toll on elite athletes. Across other 
sports, motherhood is yet to be as 
widely embraced and the fight for 
maternity provisions is ongoing. 

While each sport is different, 
Konta feels tennis has a blueprint, 
with Clijsters, Williams, Victoria 
Azarenka and Tatjana Maria having 
paved the way. 

“It does take a certain set-up and 
it does take a certain infrastructure 
to be able to doit,” she says. There 
is the cost of restarting one’s career, 
caring for a child on the road, and 
having the right family support. 

“T really love what my life was, 
but I’m learning to love my life 
more now,” Konta said, adding 
that she was “very committed” to 
retirement. The same can’t be said 
for Caroline Wozniacki, who left 
professional tennis three years ago 
to have children. 

“I think as an athlete you feel like 
you can still play at your best and 
still have some[thing] left in you. 

I think it’s a great opportunity, we 
only live once so why not?” said 
the former No 1and grand slam 
champion, now aged 33. 


Wimbledon’s rubber-duck rain monitor 


There is no bigger frustration at 
Wimbledon than rain delaying 
matches. But the All England Club 
has revealed that it has deployed 
a secret weapon to assess the 
weather - a water-filled plastic 
bucket guarded by a rubber duck 
mascot named John QuackEnroe. 
The club has an on-site 
weather station and millions of 


accurately predict the weather, 
minute by minute, on each court. 


: The high-resolution radar launches 
: beams into clouds approaching 
: SW19 every 20 seconds. 


But the club also relies on less 


: sophisticated equipment to decide 
: whether play should be halted and 
: roofs closed. The duck-and-bucket 
: setup is attached to an infrared 

: camera so Officials can see how 

: heavy any rain drops are. 

pounds worth of radar kit that can : 
: which owns the radar equipment, 

: joked: “That is the most important 


Paul Abeillé from Météo-France, 


: instrument. That is very important 
: for us because ... you can see how 

: the drops are falling into the water 

: and imagine what is happening 

: on the courts. My radar is quite 

: expensive, but this is a few pounds. 
: We have an infrared camera onitso : 
: we can see it night and day.” : 


Abby Smith, a Met Office 


: meteorologist who works alongside : 
: Abeillé at SW19, added: “It doesp’t : 
: measure anything. They look at it 
: and go: ‘It’s definitely raining,” : 
: The pair said the on-site weather : 
: station relayed information toa 

: central office, which made calls on 
: whether to suspend play or cover 

: courts. But sometimes officials 


: disagreed. Smith said: “Sometimes 
: the umpire will come in and be like: 
: ‘Tm not sure about that cloud.” 


: planning decisions about whether 
: toclose the roof on courts, and 


: alongside sophisticated hi-tech kit 


She added: “We’re leading those 


: tracking showers as they form, 

: and then looking at how fast 

: they’re moving. And then when 
: they get to about the hour out... 
: we hand over to Météo-France, 

: who have this amazing high- 


: resolution radar.” 


The duck-and-bucket setup is used : 


Abeillé said that, thanks to the 


: radar, “we know exactly where the 
: rain cells are, the speed of the rain 
|: cells and... how heavy it will rain 

: and on which court it will start”. 


He said he enjoyed the 


: unpredictability of Wimbledon’s 
: weather. “It’s more fun here than 
: Bahrain. I love to forecast here 


because it changes all the time.” 


: Emine Sinmaz 
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Durer's revenge: artist put 
himself in piece over pay 


Dalya Alberge 


The renaissance painter Albrecht 
Dürer took revenge on his patron 
by placing his own self-portrait in a 
1500s altarpiece he painted for him 
after a bitter row over pay, according 
to new research. 

The Nuremberg master was com- 
missioned by a wealthy Frankfurt 
merchant, Jacob Heller, but fought 
in vain for a decent fee. 

Ulinka Rublack, professor of 
early modern European history at 
Cambridge University, said: “He 
placed an image of himself right in 
the middle of the panel, as a lean, 
isolated figure in a landscape - a 
figure nobody would have expected 
tosee when looking up from the mon- 
umental apostles in the foreground 
to gazeat the Virgin Mary’s ascension 
and coronation. 

“Dürer inserted his figure just left 
of centre, and below Mary and Jesus, 
toensure that any viewer’s gaze was 
directed to just this spot.” 


National 


She added that in other paintings 
Diirer added discreet images of him- 
self, in a corner or at the edge, almost 
like a signature, just as Alfred Hitch- 
cock made fleeting appearances in 
his films. 

But, Rublack said, Dürer placed 
himselfrightin the centre of his paint- 
ingfor Heller, “identifying himselfas 
the artist, holding a ‘shop-sign’ plac- 
ard with his name - nobody ever did 
anything like this again”. She added: 
“It really is astonishing.” 

The prominence of his self-portrait 
and the fury in his surviving letters 
has led Rublackto conclude that “this 
had to have been an act of revenge”. 

Durer’s anger at Helleris reflected 
in nine letters of 1508 and 1509 in 
which he argued he was being under- 
paid. Materials were expensive, and 
he had to pay his assistants for the 
altarpiece’s side wings. 

He had initially agreed 130 florins, 
only to realise that he was producing 
amore ambitious painting than orig- 
inally planned and that Heller would 
have needed to pay more than 100 
florins just forthe pigment. One letter 


> A copy of the 
central panel of 
Albrecht Diirer’s 
1500s Heller 
altarpiece, 
made in1614 by 
Jobst Harrich 
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argued hehad made almost no profit, 
even with 230 florins as payment. 
“Tam losing time and money and 
earning your ingratitude,”he wrote. 
Rublack said having to beg for 
a decent wage took such an emo- 
tional toll on Diirer that he vowed to 
stop painting anything as complex 


as altarpieces. After everything, 
his masterpiece was destroyed ina 
fire in Munich in 1729, and is known 
from an early 17th-century copy by 
a Nuremberg painter, Jobst Harrich, 
now in the Frankfurt Historical 
Museum. 

There is also his sketch for it 


Tam losing time and 
money and earning 


your ingratitude’ 


Albrecht Diirer 
Letter to patron 


of praying hands, which Rublack 
described as “among the most 
famous hands in the world”. 

She argued few people know about 
the altarpiece for which it was cre- 
ated because the quality of the copy 
is “not great”, and “major biogra- 
phies of Diirer either donot mention 
or just briefly touch on the Heller 
altarpiece”. 

She said: “Diirer fought a histor- 
ical battle to assert the value of art. 
Heller proved stronger. Scarred and 
angry, Dürer moved on, abandoning 
altarpieces to create commercially 
viable works.” 

The artist died in 1528, having 
painted only one more altarpiece. 
From the 1580s onwards, collec- 
tors were paying vast sums for his 
works; a drawing was recently val- 
ued at $50m (£39m). 

Rublack’s research will feature 
in her forthcoming book, Diirer’s 
Lost Masterpiece: Art and Society 
at the Dawn of a Global World, to be 
published by Oxford University Press 
in August. 
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Welfare groups warn 
battery eggs could 


be sold in UK shops 
in post-Brexit deal 


ee 


Environment reporter 


Battery eggs should not be soldin the 
UKas part of post-Brexit trade deals, 
animal welfare groups have said, as 
the government prepares to allow 
them to be imported. 

As part of the new Comprehen- 
sive and Progressive Agreement for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), 
ministers are expected to give the 
green light to battery egg imports 
from countries including Mexico. 

Battery cages confine an egg- 
laying hen to one cage, connected to 
other cages ina long row. They spend 
most of their lives in these systems, 
unable to exhibit normal behaviours. 
Conventional battery systems were 
banned in the UK in 2012. 


The CPTPP trade deal is due to be 
signed on 16 July, and campaigners 
are calling for the government to dis- 
allow eggs not produced to UK animal 
welfare standards. 

David Bowles, the head of pub- 
lic affairs at the RSPCA, said: “If this 
deal is agreed, it will not only set 
our own egg producers at a disad- 
vantage, it will also directly impact 
RSPCA standards on laying hens, 
which account for over one in two 
eggs produced in the UK. The gov- 
ernment is starting the gun on arace 
to the bottom for our animal welfare 
standards.” 

Egg products could be imported 
from countries suchas Mexico, which 
relies almost exclusively on battery 
cages. Suchimports would undercut 
UK producers, who have significantly 
higher standards of animal welfare. 


Dr Nick Palmer, the head of Com- 
passion in World Farming UK, added: 
“Without adequate tariffs to only 
allow imported eggs produced to 
UK standards, the doors will be wide 
open for powdered and liquid eggs 
from countries with lower or no ani- 
mal welfare standards - this is not 
what UK consumers expect of our 
government, which promotes high 
standards of hen welfare, environ- 
mental protection and food safety.” 

There have recently been concerns 
about the egg supply chain, after bird 
flu and costs caused farms to go out 
of business. From late last year, there 
were egg shortages in supermarkets, 
with some sourcing eggs from Italy. 

The chief executive of the British 
Egg Industry Council, Mark Williams, 
said: “It is almost unbelievable that 
the government would let consum- 
ers down like this. Shoppers will be 
horrified to learn that eggs in their 
food products could soon be com- 
ing from battery cages more than a 
decade after they were banned here. 

“To rubber-stamp a deal which 
effectively sanctions the impor- 
tation of eggs from conventional 
(battery) caged systems which are 


2012 


The year conventional battery 
cage systems were banned in the 
UK. ‘Enriched’ cages are still in use 


outlawed here is not only coun- 
terintuitive, but it also completely 
undermines the countrywide stand- 
ards that are adhered to by the UK 
egg industry. This particularly affects 
the egg products sector which could 
see the importation of low welfare 
eggs, whilst UK egg farmers rightly 
continue to invest in ensuring higher 
welfare standards for their birds.” 

The CPTPP deal also brings the 
possibility of low-welfare pork 
being imported. In Canada, there 
are more than 7,400 pig farms, and 
animal charities in the country say 
pigs there face castration, ear notch- 
ing, tail docking and teeth trimming. 
Sowsare kept for long periods installs 
that do not give them room to turn 
around, a practice banned in the UK. 

A spokesperson for the Depart- 
ment for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs said: “We are commit- 
ted to protecting high animal welfare 
standards globally, as the prime min- 
ister recently emphasised in open 
letter to British farmers. We have not 
lowered our food, animal welfare or 
environmental standards in order to 
accede to CPTPP and there havebeen 
noimports of eggs from CPTPP mem- 
bers to the UK since 2015. 

“Global trade flows on shell eggs 
are minimal as it is not practical to 
trade shell eggs for human consump- 
tion over long distances and exports 
of egg products are not significant 
within the CPTPP membership.” 


Type 1 diabetes 
no barrier as 
23-year-old 
breaks record 
for kayak trek 


A 23-year-old with type 1 diabetes has 
broken the record for circumnavigat- 
ing Britain in a kayak after paddling 
2,000 miles in 40 days. 

Dougal Glaisher arrived in Alde- 
burghin Suffolk at 5.40pm yesterday 
evening, beating the previous record 
by 27 days. 

Speaking to the Guardian on his 
mobile as he paddled through 5ft 
waves and strong headwinds yester- 
day afternoon, he said: “I’m proving 
to myselfand other people with type 
1 diabetes that it doesn’t need to hold 
you back. 

“It’s been a massive challenge 
but also I have really enjoyed it. It’s 
been such a big adventure, seeing 
loads of wildlife, minke whales and 
dolphins. The scenery around Brit- 
ain is beautiful.” 

Although he had comfortably bro- 
ken the previous record of 67 days 
set by Joe Leach in 2012, Glaisher 
was so determined to complete the 
challenge in 40 days that he paddled 
through his final night. 

After a few hours’ rest on Monday 
evening he set off at midnight, only 
stopping briefly for breakfast in Great 
Yarmouth before getting “back on the 
water to finish the job”. 

Glaisher was diagnosed with type 1 


“Se 1 yn 


diabetes at the age of 19 shortly after 
winning the Oban Sea Kayak race in 
Scotland, when hehad blurred vision 
and struggled to recover his energy. 

The expedition was toraise money 
for the charity Action4Diabetes and 
Glaisher live-streamed his blood 
sugar levels using a tiny sensor 
beneath his skin. 

“The hardest part of the trip men- 
tallyis knowing that ifmy sugar levels 
fall to a certain level I will go uncon- 
scious, so lalways make sure I’ve got 
lots of snacks on my boat,” he said. “I 
dowhat I wantto doand my diabetes 
has to adapt to that. 

“Pm not a perfectionist with my 
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A Dougal Glaisher paddled 2,000 miles in 40 days, smashing the record of 67 days set in 2012 PHOTOGRAPH: DOUGAL GLAISHER 


[sugar] levels. I’ve just nearly kay- 
aked round Britain and my levels 
haven’t been perfect but I’ve followed 
my dreams.” 

Yesterday he was well-stocked 
with a bunch of bananas and a stash 
of cereal bars lashed to his boat. Butin 
remote areas it was more challenging. 
Around the islands off Scotland he 
ranout of freeze-dried meals and sur- 
vived on porridge for several days. He 
also frequently had to source drink- 
ing water in streams. 

Glaisher, who grew up in rural 
Somerset and was part of GB’s ocean 
racing team, averaged 70km to 80km 
a day and put on 8kg to prepare for 


the trip. Itis the first time anyone has 
used asurfski-akayak that you sit on 
top of - topaddlearound the country. 

He was able to shave time off the 
previous record by making more 
open ocean crossings, rather than 
hugging the contours of the coastline. 

Glaisher faced huge waves and 
strong tides but said his toughest 
moments were often starting out. 
“The hardest bit of the day is getting 
out [of] that warm sleeping bag and 
putting wet kit on,” he said. 

This is not Glaisher’s first major 
expedition. He spent last year 
kayaking 5,500km around the 
Mediterranean. 


A Jamie Sansom says he hopes to be 
back in class before the end of term 


Teenager 
charged after 
knife attack 
at school in 
Tewkesbury 


A 15-year-old-boy has been charged 
with attempted wounding with 
intent and possession of a bladed 
article after a teacher was stabbed in 
aschool corridor. 

Jamie Sansom, a maths teacher, 
suffered a single stab wound at 
Tewkesbury Academy in Glouces- 
tershire at just after 9am on Monday. 

Ateenager, who cannot be named 
for legal reasons, was charged last 
night with section 18 attempted 
wounding with intent and possession 
ofabladed article on school premises. 

He will remain in police custody 
overnight before appearing at Chel- 
tenham magistrates court today. 

Sansom, who was discharged 
from hospital on Monday evening, 
said speculation that he was inter- 
vening in a fight between students 
was not correct. 

“It is simply not true to say that I 
was intervening in a fight between 
students. In my view, there was no 
point at which Tewkesbury students 
faced any direct threat.” 

Sansom, a maths teacher at the 
academy, said: “I am pleased to say 
that I am recovering well. I have 
received more than 100 messages of 
support, which has been a big boost. 
It was hugely uplifting to know I had 
that support behind me... I want to 
thank all of my colleagues and the 
parents at Tewkesbury Academy who 
have taken the time to reach out. 

“If doctors give me the all-clear, 
I hope to be back in the classroom 
before the summer break. 

“Tm due to move to anew school 
at the end of the year, and it would 
mean alot tome to have the opportu- 
nity to say goodbye before I move on.” 

The secondary school reopened 
yesterday morning. 

A spokesperson for the academy 
said: “We feel it is important for our 
students to beable to return toa sense 
ofnormality in their school, where we 
willbe providing... mentaland emo- 
tional support.” 
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John Crace 


Cometh the hour, cometh the 


halfwit, as ‘Honest Bob’ speaks 


where Braverman fears to tread 


ishi Sunak isn’t the 
only one to avoid 
the Commons 

at every given 
opportunity. Suella 
Braverman also 


prefers to operate in the shadows. 


Though in her case, it’s not that 
she’s phobic of the Westminster 
scrutiny. She’s not bright enough 
to be that self-aware. 

Rather, her Home Office team 
likes to find any reason to keep 
her away. A day trip to Dover to 
look for refugees. Or a visit to a 
derelict barge with no sanitation. 
Her idea of tourist attractions. 
Suella’s Alton Towers. Anything 
to stop her embarrassing herself 
with a shambolic display at the 
dispatch box. 


It can’t be too long before Suella 
is reshuffled to the backbenches. 
The advantage to Sunak of having a 
rightwing simpleton in the cabinet 
has long since become a liability. 
Braverman literally had just one 
job. To stop the boats. 

But more and more arrive and 
her one plan, the Rwanda policy, is 
in tatters after the court of appeal 
declared it illegal. And what’s left 
of the bill has been shredded by the 
Lords - the government suffered 
20 defeats in the upper chamber - 
and by a hardcore of more liberal- 
minded Tories. Even if it does 
become law before recess, most 
people think it’s unworkable. So it’s 
all a bit pointless. 

Needs must, though. The 
government has to pretend it 


knows what it’s doing. Hell, it’s 
not as if it is doing anything else. 
You have to keep alert to avoid 

the tumbleweed in the corridors. 
This is a Potemkin administration. 
Nothing more. Existing only to look 
as if it is existing. It has no ideas. 
No plans. Just to hope that if it 
waits long enough then things will 
somehow mysteriously get better. 
Hold your nerve and all that. 

So it was the junior Home Office 
minister, Robert “Honest Bob” 
Jenrick - the go-to fixer for Tory 
donor pornography purveyors with 
planning permission problems - 
who was sent out to the Commons 
to open the debate on the Lords’ 
amendments to the illegal 
immigration bill. The closest thing 
the department has to a grown up. I 
know. He looks 12. Acts younger. If 
he were a refugee, Suella would be 
counting down the days till his 18th 
birthday so she could deport him. 

Cometh the hour, cometh the 
halfwit. Somehow Jenrick began 
by trying to persuade himself that 
the bill was the work of the most 
brilliant minds in the Home Office. 
A terrifying thought for the rest of 
us, if true. Imagine if it had been 
done by the dimmest minds. His 
most compelling argument for the 
legislation was that none of his 
friends had been able to think of 
anything better. Um... I’m not sure 


those are the standards we should 
be applying. 

It was like this. The Lords 
had made one or two helpful 
suggestions. To which the 
government was prepared to meet 
them halfway. But most of what 
they had proposed were wrecking 
amendments. If you can wreck 
what was already a car-wreck piece 
of legislation in the first place. 

Labour’s Dawn Butler observed 
that all the Lords had tried to do 
was make the bill compliant with 
international law. The SNP’s Joanna 
Cherry pointed out the government 
would have been better off creating 
more safe routes for refugees and 
working more closely with foreign 
governments. 

Er... said Honest Bob. We’ve got 
to be beastly to foreigners, because 


that’s what some people want. 
Yes, he knew we actually needed 
more workers but he wasn’t going 
to go back on a promise. Even if 
that promise was unworkable. He 
wanted the bill to be a beacon. A 
guiding light of what not to do. 

The longer he went on - and he 
was on his feet for over an hour - 
the more confused Jenrick became. 
Mostly he wanted to save refugees 
from themselves. They weren’t 
welcome here so they were better 
off not coming. Besides most were 
probably murderers and rapists. 
Or would become murderers and 
rapists in a few years time. And to 
think there is a Tory MP who has 
been accused of rape and hasn’t 
even had the whip suspended. 
Some might call that double 
standards. I guess it’s different 
when a suspected rapist is one of 
your own. 

Honest Bob was in a world 
of his own. Enjoying his status 
as the brains of the Home 
Office. He certainly wasn’t the 
moral compass. No one is. The 
department’s conscience has long 
since gone missing. There would 
be no backing down to the Lords. 
Better an unworkable bill - one 
that wouldn’t stop the boats - than 
accepting an amendment from 
the Blob. This was the will of the 
people. Fail. Fail again. Fail better. 
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Ministers may ask Britons to house 
Afghans facing eviction from hotels 


Rajeev Syal 
Home affairs editor 


Ministers are considering launchinga 
Homes for Afghans scheme following 
asimilar government-funded plan for 
Ukrainians. 

As the government sought to fight 
off Conservative rebellions over the 
illegal migration bill, Robert Jenrick, 
the immigration minister, said it may 
ask members of the UK public to open 
their homes to people coming from 
Afghanistan under official routes. 

It is understood Jenrick recently 
met the housing secretary, Michael 
Gove, and the veterans minister, 
Johnny Mercer, to discuss how to 
house thousands of Afghans due to 
be evicted from hotels in August. 

The former prime minister Theresa 
May and former Conservative party 
leader Iain Duncan Smith are under- 
stood to be planning to back Lords 
amendments to the illegal migration 
bill to stop the deportation of vic- 
tims of modern slavery. Other MPs 


are considering rebelling because the 
government’s amendments have not 
placed astatutory limit on the deten- 
tion of children. 

More than 124,000 people have 
arrived in the UK under the Homes 
for Ukraine scheme since Russia’s 
invasion in February last year. 

Jenrick’s comments in the Com- 
mons followed an intervention from 
Debbie Abrahams, the Labour MP 
for Oldham East and Saddleworth, 
who said: “We have hundreds of 
civilians who would like to have a 
Homes for Afghans scheme. These 
people are waiting and have already 
volunteered. 

“This is a scheme ready and is 
equivalent to the Homes for Ukraine. 
Solreally would urge the government 
to take us up on this and make sure 
that these supposed safe routes are 
actual safe routes.” 

The immigration minister replied: 
“The Homes for Ukraine scheme has 
been a superb one, which we should 
allbe proud of. Itook part init myself 
at one point. If it’s possible to create 


a comparable scheme for Afghans, 
that’s something that we should con- 
sider andI knowthat the levelling up 
secretary [Gove], who has responsi- 
bility for that, is considering that.” 

About 8,000 Afghan refugees 
allowed into the country in 2021 
under the slogan Operation Warm 
Welcome are due to be evicted 
from hotels from as early as August 
because of a government deadline. 

The government had promised to 
take in up to 20,000 people, includ- 
ing up to 5,000 in the first year, who 
had been forced to flee Afghanistan 
or faced threats of persecution from 
the Taliban. 

The then prime minister, Boris 
Johnson, said at the time: “We will 
never forget the brave sacrifice made 
by Afghans who chose to work with 
us at great risk to themselves.” 

The number of Afghans making it 
to the UK through official channels 
has been lower than anticipated. At 
thesame time, the number of Afghan 
nationals arriving in the UK on small 
boats across the Channelrose to 8,633 


last year, a sixfold increase on 2021. 
In adebate on more than 20 amend- 
ments made to the bill by the Lords, 
May challenged Jenrick over his use 
of statistics. Jenrick told the Com- 
mons: “The NRM [national referral 
mechanism] referral rate for people 


Robert Jenrick is open to a scheme 
similar to that offered to Ukrainians 


arriving in the UK on small boats 
and being detained for return has 
risen from 6% for detentions end- 
ing in 2019 to 73% in 2021.” May said 
he should confirm that the average 
percentage of people coming on small 
boats and claiming modern slavery 
had not changed over the last three 
years and was about 7%. 

“What he is talking aboutis people 
who are subsequently detained for 
removal,” she said. Jenrick main- 
tained that he was quoting the most 
relevant statistics. 

May said the bill “ties the hands 
of the police and it undoes the good 
work of the Modern Slavery Act”, 
adding: “I know that ministers have 
said this bill will enable more perpe- 
trators to be stopped, but on modern 
slavery I genuinely believe it will do 
the opposite.” 

Jenrick faced questions from Con- 
servative MPs about the treatment 
of unaccompanied children. The 
former minister Vicky Ford sought 
assurances that children would be 
placed in child-appropriate accom- 
modation and that those subject to 
age checks would have appropriate 
safeguarding. 

Jenrick replied: “Any genuine child 
whocomesinto the United Kingdom 
will be swiftly taken into the local 
authority care system. To the extent 
that that child is in the detained 
estate, they will only be housed in 
age-appropriate accommodation.” 


Tory MPs 
seek changes 
over slavery 
prevention 


Rajeev Syal 
Home affairs editor 


Rishi Sunak’s key immigration bill 
was heavily criticised by senior Con- 
servative MPs as the government 
overturned amendments made by 
the House of Lords. 

Theresa May, Tim Loughton and 
Priti Patel were among more thana 
dozen backbench Tories who were 
seeking further changes to the ille- 
gal migration bill, which the prime 
minister says is crucial to stopping 
small boats from crossing the Chan- 
nel. Yesterday they sought further 
protections for people claiming to be 
victims of modern slavery, pregnant 
womenand children whoarrivein the 
UK via small boats. 

MPs voted yesterday on numerous 
amendments passed by the House of 
Lords to the illegal migration bill. In 
asession of 18 separate formal votes, 
the Lords’ amendments were all over- 
turned despite asmall group of Tory 
rebels fighting to keep the peers’ pro- 
posals on unaccompanied children, 
safe and legal routes, and modern 
slavery protections. 

The voting lasted nearly four hours 
in the House of Commons. 

The Home Office offered several 
concessions on Monday, including 


on time limits for the detention of 
children and pregnant women as 
well as removing a clause so the law, 
if enacted, would no longer apply 
retrospectively from when it was 
first announced in March. 

May was among those seeking 
further changes. The former prime 
minister said the bill “will consign 
more people to slavery”, adding that 
she would have to “persist in disa- 
greeing with the government”. 

“This billis notjust written to stop 
the boats, it covers all illegal migra- 
tion and its unwritten subtext is to 
stop certain victims’ claims of mod- 
ern slavery bill,” she said. “Not stop 
false claims of modern slavery, but 
stop all claims full stop.” 


May cited a scenario of a young 
woman trapped “in slavery”, warn- 
ing that under the proposed bill “she 
would get no support”. 

“The government’s response 
would be, we don’t care that you’ve 
been in slavery in the UK, we don’t 
care that you’ve been ina living hell, 
we don’t care that you have been the 
victim of crime,’ she said. 

Loughton, the former children’s 
minister, told the Commons: “Only 
last night at about quarter to eight did 
the government publish their amend- 
ments, which we had justa few hours 
to scrutinise ahead of today. This 
needs proper explanation, it has not 
been properly explained, the assur- 
ances that we were promised have 
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Theresa May 
Former prime minister 


not materialised or ifthey have, lam 
afraid nobody understands them. 

“So I hope this house will make 
sure they go back to the Lords in order 
for further concessions to be given.” 

The Conservative MP David Sim- 
monds said he would be “following” 
May in trying to preserve the UK’s 
modern slavery laws. He told the 
Commons: “I remain concerned 
about anumber of aspects of how this 
bill would operate in the real world ? 

Earlier, Patel tweeted: “We were 
told that the illegal migration bill 
would ‘stop the boats’. Key pillars of 
that bill have now been abandoned.” 

She said her former department 
was spending £500,000 a day on 
5,000 empty hotel beds as a buffer 
for higher than expected numbers of 
people crossing the Channel. 

More than 13,000 people have 
crossed the Channel to the UK so far 
this year, including more than 1,600 
in the past four days, the latest gov- 
ernment figures show. 

Opening yesterday’s debate, 
Robert Jenrick, the minister for 
immigration, said some of the Lords’ 
changes were “little short of wreck- 
ing amendments”. 

“The stop the boats billis designed 
to ensure the UK can be an even 
greater force for good in the world 
by using our finite resources on those 
who truly need it,’ he said. 
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Ex-prisoner stabbed eight in Birmingham 
after mental health care failings - report 


Midlands correspondent 


Aman who stabbed eight people in 
a series of unprovoked attacks was 
released from prison months earlier 
with no restrictions or supervision 
despite experiencing delusions, 
refusing to take medication and 
having made weapons in his cell, a 
report published yesterday found. 

Zephaniah McLeod, who was diag- 
nosed with schizophrenia, stabbed 
eight people duringa late-night ram- 
page in Birmingham city centre in 
September 2020, killing 23-year-old 
Jacob Billington, who was walking 
home from a night out. 

His best friend, Michael Callaghan, 
was stabbed in the neck and hada 
stroke, which left him partially 


paralysed. Three others also received 
serious injuries. 

An independent report on how 
mental health services, police, 
and probation and prison services 
managed McLeod concluded he 
“was not appropriately treated and 
medicated [for his mental illness] 
from 2011 to 2020”, during which 
time he was mainly in prison or 
released on licence. 

“He did not engage with mental 
health services in prison or in the 
community” and would take medi- 
cation only “fora matter of days”, the 
report said. “We observed more care 
plans relating to the management of 
[McLeod’s] asthma while in prison 
than his mental health problems.” 

In the months leading up to his 
release, McLeod reported para- 
noia, frequently got into fights with 


inmates and prison staff, and was 
found to have a sharpened toilet 
brush in his cell, but he was seen by 
a psychiatrist only once in his final 
six months in prison. 

When he was released in April 
2020, at the height of the Covid pan- 
demic, “services did not know where 
he had gone” until he sought help for 
his mental health in Birmingham 
months later. He had not seen a pro- 
bation officer in person since 2018. 

The report was commissioned 
by NHS England and compiled by a 
team of mental health and prison spe- 
cialists. It made recommendations 
including a serious case review, bet- 
ter resourcing of the NHS-run mental 
health team at HMP Parc in south 
Wales, where McLeod was impris- 
oned inthe months before his release, 
and a review of the prison release 


A Zephaniah McLeod had reported 
delusions but refused medication 


service at Birmingham and Solihull 
mental health foundation trust. 

Billington’s mother, Jo, criticised 
therecommendations as “weak” and 
said they failed “to get to the heart of 
what went wrong here”. She added: 
“The report catalogues a massive 
amount of astonishing failings and 
incompetence. It speaks to a terrify- 
ing lack of concern, or even interest in 
how dangerous this man was. 

“We are told about missed oppor- 
tunities. These are not missed 
opportunities, these are people not 
doing their job. These are procedures 
not being followed andacatastrophic 
lack of professional standards lead- 
ing to a young man losing his life.” 

Aweek before his release, McLeod 
refused to attend a psychiatric 
appointment, and staff reported he 
was “not taking his medication, not 
coming out of his cell, lying in bed 
with a blanket over his head”. 

He was seen by the community 
mental health team at his home 
48 hours before the stabbings and 
admitted to hearing voices. However, 
he refused to attend an appointment 
with a psychiatrist that day and one 
was rescheduled for later that month. 


ored 


Families say report 


does not do enough 


to address issues 


o Billington can vividly 

remember the moment 

police came to her home in 

Crosby, Liverpool, at 5am 

on 6 September 2020. They 

told her that her 23-year- 
old son, Jacob, had been killed in 
Birmingham, where he had been on 
anight out with friends. 

“They left saying ‘we don’t know 
anything about the incident, we 
just know Jacob has passed away. 
It’s allin the news,” she said. “They 
gave me a non-emergency number 
to call but after an hour of trying 
to get through I rang 999 and said 
to the call handler: ‘I’ve just been 
told my son has been killed in 
Birmingham, can somebody help 
me?’ It was pretty grim.” 

Jacob’s family, along with the 
relatives of his best friend, Michael 
Callaghan, who was seriously 
injured, have been left waiting 
for a report on how Zephaniah 
McLeod, a violent criminal with 
ahistory of mental health issues 
who had recently been released 
from prison, was able to stab eight 
people that night. 

The 176-page report, originally 
due to be released in January 2022, 
contains extensive detail about 
McLeod’s interactions with police, 
probation, prison and mental 
health services over the years. 

But the families are angry about 
its recommendations, which 


> Jo Billington, 
left, whose 
son Jacob was 
stabbed to death 
by Zephaniah 
McLeod, with 
Anne Callaghan, 
whose son 
Michael 
survived the 
attack but lost 
the use of his 
leftarm 
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they do not think will secure any 
meaningful change, and what they 
see as alack of explanation as how 
and why things went so wrong. 

“If you don’t know why 
something has gone wrong, how 
can you correct it? So I was very 
disappointed when I got the 
report,” Billington said. 

Callaghan was stabbed in 
the neck by McLeod and hada 
“catastrophic, inevitable stroke” 
followed by “pneumonia so severe 
he was medically paralysed”, 
according to the report. He has 
since relearned to walk but is still 
unable to use his left arm. 

“T don’t think the urgency this 
has been treated with matches the 


an a 


severity of the impact on our lives,” 
Callaghan said. 

Michaeľ’s mother, Anne, said: 
“Michael didn’t know about Jacob 
until he came out of the coma, 
after the funeral had happened 
and everything. He was just utterly 
distraught and had woken up 
paralysed.” 

The families pushed to have their 
victim impact statements included 
in the final report to ensure the 
ultimate consequences of McLeod’s 
actions were not lost. 

“T don’t wantit called ‘the 
incident’,” Billington said. “This 
was a young man stabbed through 
both his main neck arteries 
bleeding to death in the street. Let’s 


not soften that because we can’t 
soften it: it’s our son.” 

She hopes a coroner will grant 
an article 2 inquest into her son’s 
death, to establish whether his 
human rights were breached by the 
state’s inability to protect him from 
the harm McLeod had posed. 

In November 2021, when McLeod 
received a 21-year prison sentence, 
it became clear that a failure to 
adequately grasp the severity of 
his mental illness was a significant 
factor in the case. 

“Given your past medical history, 
itis a matter of considerable 
concern that you were simply lost 
in the system for some weeks,” the 
judge said during sentencing. 


The families were unprepared 
for the scale of mismanagement 
exposed in the report. 

“Twas amazed at how bad it was 
over sucha long period of time, 
because this is really the end of 
10 years of a lack of treatment,” 
Billington said. “He was definitely 
psychotically ill, but he was also 
a violent career criminal as well. 

I think sometimes the two sets 
of things weren’t seen as a joint 
problem.” 

Anne said: “I don’t want to go 
back to the days where people 
got sectioned and thrown into 
institutions. But it seems like a lot 
of red flags were just ignored and 
ignored and ignored.” 
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Outcry in Glasgow as 
weekend night bus 
service cancelled 


Libby Brooks 
Scotland correspondent 


A decision by a private company to 
scrap Glasgow’s only night bus ser- 
vice has prompted an outcry from 
poverty campaigners, environmen- 
talists and women’s safety advocates, 
and united pub and club bosses and 
politicians in condemnation. 

First Bus announced on Monday 
that it was withdrawing its weekend 
night bus services across Scotland’s 
biggest city from the end of July. It 
said the service was no longer viable 
because of low passenger numbers 
that had not bounced back since the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

However, Mike Grieve, the head 
of the Night Time Industries Associ- 
ation Scotland, said the decision was 
“shortsighted and dangerous, show- 
ing no consideration for the safety 
of thousands of night workers and 
customers coming home in the early 
hours of the morning”. 

Pam Duncan-Glancy, the Scottish 
Labour MSP for the Glasgow region, 
wrote to First Bus accusing the com- 
pany of “a dangerous dereliction of 
responsibility to the people of Glas- 
gow, who will no longer have anight 
service to get them home safe”. 

Peter Kelly, the director of the Pov- 
erty Alliance charity, said stopping 
the night service was “completely 
unjust and will hit Glaswegians 
on low incomes the hardest - peo- 
ple who work night shifts and early 
shifts in the kind of jobs that are 
already undervalued”. 

With the city’s subway and train 
network shutting down by midnight, 
the night bus is the only option for 
many people trying to get home after 
shift work or a night out in the early 
hours of the morning. The city has 
also seen a significant reduction in 


20% 


The reduction in total miles driven 
by car that the government in 
Holyrood wants to achieve by 2030 


taxis, with many drivers quitting 
the business since lockdown, while 
the council’s new low emission zone 
restricts the type of vehicles that can 
drive into the city centre. 

Graeme Macfarlan, the commer- 
cial director at First Bus Scotland, 
said that because of changes in the 
public’s leisure habits there was “not 
enough appetite in Glasgow for night 
bus services to successfully operate 
into the early hours”. 

Macfarlan added that the company 
had been “delighted” to reintroduce 
the night bus network last June but 
had been absorbing operating losses 
for the last 12 months. “Despite 
efforts by First Glasgow and partner 
organisations to increase the num- 
ber of people using the night buses, it 
has not reached the level required to 
sustain these services beyond July,” 
Macfarlan said. 

Ellie Harrison of the public 
transport campaign Get Glasgow 
Moving said the decision highlighted 
wider problems with the city’s trans- 
port infrastructure. 

“We want Glasgow to follow the 
example of Greater Manchester by 
re-regulating its transport system and 
coordinating bus routes to integrate 
with the subway and trains. Profit- 
driven bus companies only want to 
run at busy times and in busy places, 
which means that people can’t plan 
their lives around public transport.” 

She said current green targets 
would require more comprehensive 
changes, adding: “With the Scottish 
government wanting to reduce car 
miles by 20% by 2030, I don’t think 
anyone comprehends the scale of 
transformation required.” 

A spokesperson for Glasgow city 
council said: “We do understand 
the commercial operators who pro- 
vide public bus services are facing 
significant challenges, but the deci- 
sion highlights again the need to look 
at alternative ways of running bus 
services in Glasgow. 

“We are also working with part- 
ners to explore the medium-to 
longer-term options for greater pub- 
lic control of the city’s bus network.” 


Y Aretha Franklin did not leave a 
formal will when she died in 2018, 
causing five years of family disputes 
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Handwritten document found in Aretha 
Franklin’s couch is valid will, jury rules 


Associated Press 


A document handwritten by Aretha 
Franklin and found in her couch after 
her death isa valid will, ajury in Mich- 
igan ruled yesterday, a critical turn 
ina dispute that has turned her sons 
against each other. 

It is a victory for Franklin’s sec- 
ond oldest and youngest children, 
Edward and Kecalf, whose lawyers 
had argued that papers dated 2014 
should override a 2010 will that was 
discovered around the same time in 
acabinet at Franklin’s Detroit home. 

Franklin’s oldest child, Clarence, 
lives in an assisted living facility in 
Michigan and is uninvolved in the 
dispute. His guardian’s lawyer told 
the BBC: “[They] have reached a 
settlement that gives Clarence a per- 
centage of the estate without regard 
to the outcome of the will contest.” 

Aretha Franklin did not leave 
behind a formal will when she died 
five years ago aged 76. 

But both documents were found 


in 2019 by her niece, Sabrina Owens. 
Owens and Franklin’s third oldest 
child, Ted White II, were listed as co- 
executors to the estate in the 2010 
version of the will. Owens quit being 
arepresentative of the estate in 2020 
due to divisions within the family. 
In a letter filed in a Detroit court, 
she wrote: “This is not what [my 
aunt] would have wanted for us.” 
Franklin’s assets, valued at $80m 
when she died, plummeted to $6m 
following more recent estimations 
and unpaid taxes. Franklin’s estate 
managers have been paying bills, set- 
tling tax debts and generating income 
through music royalties and other 
intellectual property, but the will dis- 
pute has been unfinished business. 


‘This is not what my 
aunt would have 


wanted for us’ 


Sabrina Owens 
Franklin’s niece 


There are differences between 
the two versions, though they both 
appear toindicate that Franklin’s four 
sons would share income from music 
and copyrights. 

But under the 2014 will, Kecalfand 
grandchildren would get his moth- 
er’s main home, which was valued 
at $1.1m when she died. 

The older will said Kecalf, 53, and 
Edward Franklin, 64, “must take 
business classes and get a certifi- 
cate or a degree” to benefit from the 
estate, a provision that is not in the 
2014 version. 

Ted White II testified against the 
2014 will, saying his mother typi- 
cally would get important documents 
done “conventionally and legally”. 

Don Wilson, an entertainment 
lawyer who represented Franklin for 
almost 30 years, told NBC he insisted 
she have a will and a trust as part of 
her estate planning. 

“But she was a very private person 
... [think that’s why, for the longest 
time, she didn’t go into someone’s 
office and do formal planning. She 
... wrote them up herself,” he said. 


Man stabbed nine-year-old girl 
to death in street, jury concludes 


Jessica Murray 
Midlands correspondent 


Deividas Skebas killed nine-year-old 
Lilia Valutyte by stabbing her in the 
heart as she played witha hula-hoop 
in the street, ajury decided yesterday. 

Skebas, 23, was deemed unfit to 
plead or face trial due to his mental 
health. After a two-day trial of the 
facts at Lincoln crown court he was 
found to have committed the killing. 


A Deividas Skebas, 23, was unable to 
stand trial due to his mental health 


Thejury was shown CCTV footage 
ofthe moment Lilia suffereda single 
stab wound to the chest as she was 
playing in the street in Boston, Lin- 
colnshire, on 28 July last year. 

After about 15 minutes of delibera- 
tions, the jury unanimously decided 
Skebas had physically committed the 
killing of Lilia. 

It could not deliver a verdict of 
guilty or not guilty of murder, as 
a trial of the facts is not to decide 
whether someone intended to com- 
mit an act but to determine whether 
they physically did it. 

While a defendant cannot be 
criminally convicted, the burden of 
proof for a jury remains beyond all 
reasonable doubt. 


Skebas could stand in a conven- 
tional trial in future if his mental 
health improves. 

Mrs Justice McGowan DBE 
detained Skebas in a secure hospi- 
tal for an indefinite period - the only 
sentence the court could pass. 

The judge also ordered a restric- 
tion under section 41 of the Mental 
Health Act, which means Skebas can 
only be discharged from hospital if 
the justice secretary approves it. 

The prosecutor Christopher Don- 
nellan KC read the court a transcript 
of Skebas’s interview with police after 
his arrest, in which he said: “I grabbed 
the knife and I stabbed her.” 

CCTV footage played in court 
showed a man alleged to be Skebas 


pacing around Boston town centre 
on 28 July last year, having been seen 
buying a paring knife two days earlier. 

At about 6.15pm the man was 
seen running towards Lilia, who was 
playing with a hula-hoop outside a 
shop where her mother worked. He 
stabbed her once and ran away, with 
Lilia dying at 7.11pm after the blade 
pierced her heart. 

The knife was later recovered 
“tucked behind a radiator” when 
police searched Skebas’s property 
in Boston two days later. They also 
found a blood-stained grey Calvin 
Klein T-shirt, with DNA from the 
blood matching that of Lilia. 


Additional reporting PA Media 
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MP's £500,000 in shares raises 
questions about blind trusts 


A Guardian special 
investigation 
Westminster 
shareholdings 


Henry Dyer 


A Conservative MP and former 
minister is listed in shareholder 
registers as personally owning 
stakes in companies worth nearly 
£500,000, raising questions about 
the effectiveness of the controversial 
parliamentary “blind trust” system 
used to purchase the shares. 

Jonathan Djanogly, the MP for 
Huntingdon, holds shares in Lloyds 
Bank worth more than £180,000, has 
aninvestment worth £120,000 inthe 
housebuilding company Persimmon 
and astake worth almost £80,000 in 
Sainsbury’s. He has smaller stakes 
in six other companies including the 
energy supplier Centrica. 

Theinvestments havecometolight 
as part of a Guardian investigation 
into the in effect secret sharehold- 
ings of MPs. 

Djanogly’s current shareholdings 
have not been publicly declared in 
parliamentary registers, he says, 
because they are held ina blind trust, 
akey mechanism used by ministers to 


distance themselves from their finan- 
cial interests. 

Blind trusts are currently used by 
nine ministers, including Rishi Sunak 
and the chancellor, Jeremy Hunt. 
They involve moving shares owned 
prior to ministerial office into a trust 
run by an independent fund man- 
ager, who handles the investments 
on behalf of the beneficiary. 

MPs donot have to declare shares 
held in blind trusts and Djanogly 
said that he had made “all appropri- 
ate declarations”. He said he created 
the blind trust after he became a jus- 
tice minister in 2010 and as a result 
none of the shares identified by the 
Guardian “were bought by me. Nor 
was the purchase nor my continued 
holding of them discussed between 
me and my managers.” 

But the fact Djanogly’s holdings 
are listed in shareholder registers 
under hisownnameandatanaddress 
owned jointly with his father sug- 
gests the trust cannot be truly 
“blind”. Companies regularly cor- 
respond with their shareholders to 
provide information about share- 
holder meetings, dividend payments 
and performance updates. 

Djanogly did not dispute that the 
shares were in his name, but said he 
did not pick up post from the prop- 
erty to which information about the 
shareholdings would have been sent. 

The findings raise questions about 
much criticised blind trust arrange- 
ments and whether they truly protect 
ministers with personal assets and 
wealth from both real and perceived 


conflicts of interest. There are no spe- 
cific parliamentary or ministerial 
rules governing how a blind trust is 
set up or managed. The lack of clear 
guidelines means itis left to individ- 
ual interpretation. 

Transparency campaigners have 
pointed out that a key flaw with blind 
trusts is that the beneficiaries havea 
degree of awareness about the assets 
that are inthe trusts. At the very least 
they will be aware of what has gone 
into the trust at its creation. 

When shares are held by an MP 
or minister in a blind trust they do 
not need to publicly disclose their 
existence, even if they are over the 
£70,000 threshold after which an MP 
isnormally obliged to register them. 
This, campaigners say, creates a 
transparency black hole. 

Richard Murphy, a professor of 
accounting practice at Sheffield Uni- 
versity Management School, told the 
Guardian: “The difficulties with the 
blind trust are it isn’t publicly regis- 
tered; we don’t know who created it, 
who the trusteeis, how the account- 
ability works. To exist asa blind trust 


‘If MPs can track the 
performance of their 


interests, they're not 
truly “blind” to them’ 


Dr Daniel Beizsley 
Spotlight on Corruption 


YV Conservative MP Jonathan 

Djanogly holds shares in FTSE 
100 companies in a blind trust 
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tioning with appropriate Chinese 
walls between the beneficiary/sett- 
lor and the manager ... But without 
that full disclosure of who is doing 
what, for who, how and when we 
can’t be sure the blind trust is effec- 
tive. Knowing these things is critical 
ifblind trusts are to continue to bea 
part of our political system.” 

Djanogly registered sharehold- 
ings in FTSE 100 companies in the 
past including Barclays, Lloyds, 
Shell and Tesco in 2002. He kept his 
shares on his register of interests until 
2010 when he became a minister and 
moved them into a blind trust. 

The Spotlight on Corruption policy 
consultant Dr Daniel Beizsley said: 
“Blind trusts can only work if MPs 
are truly ‘blind’ to their contents. If 
MPsare able totrack the performance 
of their financial interests from com- 
pany disclosures then this is clearly 
not the case.” 

Since last October, Djanogly has 
been on the powerful publicaccounts 
committee. Any awareness by 
Djanogly of his shareholdings could 
risk a conflict of interest given that 
the committee scrutinises govern- 
ment expenditure and regularly deals 
with matters concerning commer- 
cial companies. For example, it is 
currently reviewing progress on the 
emergency services network, which 
is using network infrastructure from 
EE, part of BT Group. Djanogly has 
questioned officials working on the 
project. He has shares worth more 
than £40,000 in the company. 

“I maintain that I have made all 
appropriate declarations to the reg- 
ister of members’ interests and the 
publicaccounts committee,” he said. 

He added that he was “taking 
advice on what I do or do not need 
to declare” now that he had been 
made aware of the fuller details of 
his financial interests. 


Trial of AI to 
detect welfare 
fraud widened 
despite fears 
over age bias 


Robert Booth 
Social affairs correspondent 


The government has widened its 
deployment of artificial intelligence 
to uncover welfare fraud despite 
warnings of algorithmic bias against 
groups of vulnerable claimants. 

In a £70m investment applying 
“advanced analytics” to requests for 
universal credit (UC), the Department 
for Work and Pensions has extended 
the use of machine learning as it 
attempts to save more than £1bn 
from more than £8bn lost to fraud 
and error last year, audit documents 
scrutinised by the Guardian reveal. 

The project does not appear to 
have been formally announced by 
the government, which has been 
accused of being secretive about Alin 
the welfare system. But ifextended, 
it has the potential to reach many of 
the 5.9 million people who claim UC. 

After a trial last year using auto- 
mated software to flag up potential 
fraudsters seeking UC cash advances, 
similar technology has now been 
piloted to scan welfare applications 
made by people living together, 
the self-employed, and people who 
want housing support, as well as 
assessing the claims people make 
about their personal capital such as 
savings. 

Welfare rights organisations and 
UN experts have previously warned 
that extending the UK’s “digital 
by default” welfare system through 
machine learning without greater 
transparency risks creating serious 
problems for some benefit claimants. 

Big Brother Watch, a campaign 
group, said it was “worrying” the 
government was now “pushing ahead 
with yet more opaque AI models 
when it admits its capability to mon- 
itor for unfairness is limited”. 

The extension of welfare auto- 
mation was summarised in the 
comptroller and auditor general’s 
statement in the DWP’s latest annual 
report. It said the DWP has “tight 
governance and control over its use 
of machine learning”, but revealed 
officials detected “evidence of bias 
toward older claimants”. 

Analgorithm trialled last year was 
fed data about previous claimant 
fraud toteach it to predict which new 
benefit claimants might be cheat- 
ing. Final decisions are then made 
by ahuman. 

The auditor general warned of 
“an inherent risk that the algorithms 
are biased towards selecting claims 
for review from certain vulnerable 
people or groups with protected 
characteristics”. 
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Number of people in the UK who 
claim universal credit, whose claims 
could be checked by Alin future 
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Theatre 
review 
Rugby play 
tackles key 
issues but 


fumbles ball 


Bones 

Park theatre London 

KKK 

Arifa Akbar 
new, welcome body 
of male-centred plays 
are interrogating 
masculinity and 
mental health 
through the subject 


of sport. Where dramas such as 
Red Pitch and Dear England focus 
on football, Bones revolves around 


National 


rugby. Ed (Ronan Cullen) is a star 
player, but off the field he is silently 
struggling with anxiety and grief. 
Laddish banter and drinking bonds 
him with his teammates but also 
leaves him emotionally marooned. 
Under Daniel Blake’s direction, 
the production effectively 
dramatises the adrenaline charge of 
the sport and its physical dangers. 
There are artful scenes in which 
characters run across AstroTurf 
while Eliza Willmott’s excellent 
sound design sets their movement 
against drum’rbass. This conveys 
the brute energy of the sport, 
with scrum formations and men 
charging into each other. 


V Adrenaline charge: Samuel Hoult 
as Charlie, James Mackay as Ollie 
and Ainsley Fannen as Will 


PHOTOGRAPH: CHARLES FLINT 


But as important as its subject 
matter is, especially given high 
male suicide rates in recent years, 
Lewis Aaron Wood’s script doesn’t 
quite fly. The characters are flimsy, 
and the choreography brings pace 
and visual effects but gets in the 
way of the story’s development. 

Some of the performances are 
halting or wooden, so we do not 
believe in the connections between 
these characters. No one in the 
play feels known to us, and the 
audience may end up wishing 
for more substance to match the 
production’s ample style. 


At Park theatre, London, until 22 July 


Reduce speed limits so children 
can play safely, say campaigners 


Harriet Grant 


Play campaigners are calling for 
urgent action by the government to 
reduce the danger children face from 
traffic on residential roads. 

Playing Out, a national charity set 
up to help parents close roads for 
play, has reported arise in temporary 
road closures on residential streets 
for children to play outside safely. 

Its co-director Alice Ferguson said: 
“Traffic danger is the number one 
reason children don’t play outside 
like they used to. Weneed toreclaim 
the space on children’s doorsteps. 
Children aren’t getting the physical 
exercise they need and their mental 
health is at breaking point. 

“Playing Out is part of a grow- 
ing movement of groups calling for 
urgent action on safer streets for chil- 
dren. We need government, at the 
highest level, to look at this urgently. 
We need to see rules of 20mph in all 
residential areas and we need to bring 
in planning law that considers chil- 
dren need to play outside.” 

Simon Panrucker, a Bristolresident 
who says he lives on a “rat run”, is 


working with neighbours to close one 
of his local streets intermittently to 
allow children to play outside. “Cars 
speed along here and I’m nervousall 
the time that my kid is going to run 
out and get hit by a car,” he said. 

The call for a reduction of traffic 
onresidential streets follows several 
high-profile road incidents involv- 
ing children. Two children died after 
a Land Rover crashed through a 
school fence in Wimbledon, London, 
last week. In Birmingham, families 
staged a protest after four people 
died, including two children, and four 
were seriously injured by motorists 
in separate incidents within a month. 

Brake, the road safety charity, is 
calling for 20mph speed limits to be 
implemented around all schools in 
the UK. According to Brake’s data, in 
2021, 11,580 children aged 15 or under 
were killed orinjured onroadsinthe 
UK. The annual average over the past 
five years is 13,503. 

Provisional figures for last year 
show 48 children died on UK roads, 
almost equivalent to one child 
every week. Globally, road traffic 
accidents are the leading cause of 
death among children and young 
people aged five to 29. 


THE PLANNING ACT 2008 


NOTICE PUBLICISING CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO A DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER APPLICATION 


HECKINGTON FEN SOLAR PARK DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER 


Ecotricity (Heck Fen Solar) Limited (“the Applicant”) of Lion House, Rowcroft, Stroud, GL5 3BY (company number 13225224) is consulting on its proposals to make changes to its application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) for the 
Heckington Fen Solar Park (“the Application”) between 11 July and 18 August 2023. The Application (Reference No. EN010123) was accepted for examination by the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary of State on 13 March 2023. 
On 13 June 2023, the Applicant notified the Examining Authority appointed by the Secretary of State that it was proposing to make a formal request to change an element of the Application. The details of those changes are set out below. 
Ecotricity is holding a targeted consultation on the proposed changes. This notice explains the changes and how you can take part in the consultation. 

Summary of the Project 

The Application is for development consent to construct, operate, maintain, and decommission ground mounted solar photovoltaic panel arrays, associated energy storage and supporting infrastructure, including a grid connection to, and 
extension works at, Bicker Fen Substation, which together comprise Heckington Fen Solar Park (“the Proposed Development”). 

The Proposed Development is located in East Heckington, Lincolnshire. A map showing the location can be viewed at the following link: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010123/ 
EN010123-000119-2.8%20-%20Location%20and%200rder%20Limits%20Plan.pdf 

Development consent is required to the extent that development is or forms part of a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project pursuant to section 14(1)(a) and 15(1) and 15(2) of the Planning Act 2008, as an onshore generating station in 
England with a capacity exceeding 50 MW. It is for this reason that the project falls within the remit of the Secretary of State’s decision-making powers. 

Summary of changes sought 

Following submission of the Application, and as a result of ongoing discussions with National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET), it has become clear that additional works at Bicker Fen Substation are required to enable the grid connection. 
These works lie outside of the current Order Limits at the Bicker Fen Substation. 

These works are necessary as a consequence of the Proposed Development and include: 

- anew section of NGET infrastructure at the Bicker Fen substation comprising a busbar extension including a section breaker, a bus coupler, and a feeder circuit on land owned by NGET to the south of Bicker Fen substation; and 

- anew cable sealing end (“CSE”) compound on land owned by NGET to the west of Bicker Fen Substation. 

The Applicant’s Proposed Development is the “tipping point” of generation at the Bicker Fen substation, necessitating the above works. The reason for this change now is due to further technical information being known and for completeness to 
ensure that the DCO contains the relevant provisions and permissions to allow the full project to be constructed; it also gives a complete picture of the related environmental impacts associated with the NGET connection works. 

Environmental Information 

The Proposed Development is ‘environmental impact assessment (EIA) development’ for the purposes of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 and accordingly an Environmental Statement (ES) 
accompanied the application. 

As the proposed change results in new or different likely significant environmental effects to those presented in the Application, the Applicant has undertaken further Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) relevant for the proposed change 
and the outcome of the assessments and the additional environmental information is summarised in the consultation document referred to below. 

Further information 

Aconsultation document outlining the changes can be viewed and downloaded free of charge online on the Heckington Fen Solar Park page of Ecotricity’s website: https://www.ecotricity.co.uk/our-green-energy/heckington-fen-solar-park 
The consultation document will be available to view online at least until the close of the consultation at 23:59 on Friday 18 August 2023. 

If you require a copy of the consultation document to be supplied in hard copy or on a USB stick, this can be provided free of charge. Please use the contact details for Ecotricity below to request for this to be provided. 

It is intended that copies of the consultation document will be available in hard copy from 11 July at the following Community Access Points: 


Opening hours* 

08:45 — 17:15 Monday to Thursday 
08:45 — 16:45 Friday 

10:00 — 12:00 Monday to Saturday 


*Please note that opening hours are subject to change. Please check and confirm opening times with the venue if planning a visit. 
If you have any questions about this consultation, you can email heckingtonfensolar@ecotricity.co.uk, write to FREEPOST ECOTRICITY SOLAR PARK or contact Ecotricity by telephone on 0800 151 0784. 
Respond to the consultation 
We are now seeking your views on the changes and are consulting on only these changes between 11 July and 18 August 2023. 
Responses to the consultation must be sent to Ecotricity (Heck Fen Solar) Limited and not to the Planning Inspectorate. If you want to submit your views, you must do so in writing by one of the following means: 
. By email to: heckingtonfensolar@ecotricity.co.uk 
. By post to: FREEPOST ECOTRICITY SOLAR PARK 
Your response must be received by 23:59 on Friday 18 August 2023. 
Your comments will be analysed by Ecotricity and any of its appointed agents. Copies may be made available in due course to the Secretary of State, the Planning Inspectorate, and other relevant statutory authorities so that your comments can 
be considered as part of the DCO application process. We will request that your personal details are not placed on public record and will be held securely by Ecotricity in accordance with data protection law and will be used solely in connection 
with the consultation process and subsequent examination process and, except as noted above, will not be passed to third parties. 
What happens after the consultation 
Ecotricity will consider the consultation responses made and will have regard to them as it finalises its request to make changes to the Application. It will compile a consultation report, which sets out how it has undertaken its consultation and how 
regard has been had to the responses received. This will be submitted with the request to make changes to the Application. The examining authority will then decide whether to accept the request. 
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A Smoke and 
toxic fumes 
billow from the 
Fagradalsfjall 
volcano, 
located about 
19 miles from 
Reykjavik, 

ina photo 
taken after the 
eruption began 
on Monday 
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<Lava flows 
from the 
volcano in 

the south- 
west region of 
Iceland ina 
phototaken 
froma drone 
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Y A person 
ventures close 
to the lava 

flow from the 
Fagradalsfjall 
volcano to take 
a photograph 
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Vv Reykjanes peninsula, Iceland 
People watch as the Fagradalsfjall 
volcano sends molten lava and clouds 
of toxic gases high into the air 
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Zelenskiy fails to secure Nato 
invitation for Ukraine despite 
last-ditch hardball diplomacy 


Vi Inius 


Volodymyr Zelenskiy failed in a last- 
ditch effort to secure an invitation to 
join Nato yesterday, after the leaders 
ofits 31 countries signed off ona dec- 
laration that did not give Ukraine a 
firm timetable or clear conditions for 
its eventual membership. 

A frustrated Ukrainian president 
had accused Joe Biden and other 
leaders present at a summit in the 
Lithuanian capital of Vilnius of show- 
ing disrespect and complained that 
there was “no readiness” toinvite his 
country to join. 

But the dramatic lunchtime 
intervention had no impact on the 
final summit communique, issued 
a few hours later. It said that while 


“Ukraine’s future is in Nato” the 
alliance would only “extend an invi- 
tation” when Kyiv had completed 
certain “democratic and security 
sector reforms”. 

Zelenskiy later said that he would 
like his “faith in a strong Nato” to be 
vindicated. “Today I embarked ona 
trip here with faith in decisions, with 
faith in partners, with faith in a strong 
Nato. Ina Nato that does not hesitate, 
does not waste time and doesnot look 
back at any aggressor ... And I would 
like this faith to become confidence.” 

The communique reflects opposi- 
tion from Germany and in particular 
the US that too firm a commitment 
could promptan escalation from Rus- 
sia and ultimately bring Nato into a 
war with Moscow. 

Zelenskiy had in his earlier 
statement said Ukraine “deserves 


respect” and the president, who is 
not due to meet Nato members for- 
mally until today, complained that 
“certain wording is being discussed 
without Ukraine”. 

“It seems thereis no readiness nei- 
ther to invite Ukraine to Nato nor to 
make it a member of the alliance,” 
Zelenskiy wrote, which would give 
Russia the opportunity “to continue 


Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
Ukrainian president 


its terror” by leaving open the possi- 
bility for it to bargain over Ukraine’s 
future membership in any peace deal. 

Nato sources said they believed 
Zelenskiy had been engaging in last- 
minute hardball publicdiplomacyin 
the hope of prompting arewrite of the 
final summit declaration or commu- 
nique before the two-day gathering 
closes today. 

On Sunday, before the summit, 
Biden said that Ukraine was not ready 
for membership and needed toshow 
progress on “democratisation” and “a 
whole range of other issues”. 

But there were signs yesterday that 
not all alliance members agreed with 
the approach. Petr Pavel, the presi- 
dent of the Czech Republic, said in 
aninterview with Sky News that any 
agreement that did not allow Ukraine 
to start the process of joining Nato 
once the war ended would “proba- 
bly not be satisfactory”. 

Rishi Sunak adopted a more cau- 
tious public position, with the prime 
minister telling reporters he wanted 
to see “demonstrable progress” 
towards eventual membership and 
that Ukraine’s “rightful place” was 
in the alliance. 

Ukraine believes Nato member- 
ship is the only viable solution to 
prevent future attacks onit by Russia, 
but the US and other alliance mem- 
bers fear allowing Ukraine to join at 


The leaders of Nato’s 31 member 
nations gather for a group photo in 
Vilnius, Lithuania, yesterday 
PHOTOGRAPH: PAULIUS PELECKIS/GETTY IMAGES 


some future point could be inter- 
preted by Moscow as escalatory. 

Western leaders, however, remain 
keen to emphasise other forms of 
ongoing support to Ukraine. Today 
the G7 group of leading economies, 
including the UK, will commit toa 
framework of security arrangements 
aimed at guaranteeing long-term 
weapons supply and economic sup- 
port to Ukraine while the war with 
Russia continues. 

“We are stepping up our formal 
arrangements to protect Ukraine for 
the long term,” Sunak said, arguing 
that the mutual declaration to be pub- 
lished by the G7 today is intended 
to make a joint commitment that 
Ukraine “is never left vulnerable 
to the kind of brutality Russia has 
inflicted on it again”. 

The UK also said it would give 
a further 70 combat and logistics 
vehicles to Ukraine, plus thousands 
of rounds of ammunition for the 14 
Challenger 2tanks already donated. A 
further £50m contract would help the 
UK continue to provide spare parts, 
technical support and maintenance 
training on equipment already sup- 
plied to Ukraine. 
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‘Fight until the end’ 
Protests over judicial 
overhaul in Israel 
Page 27 


Notre Dame 

New roof arrives as 
fire repairs continue 
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Erdogan President shows 


Patrick Wintour 
Diplomatic editor 


ny student of Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan’s 
negotiating 
methods knows 
the Turkish 
president is the 
master of leverage, waiting until 
his opponent is at their weakest 
before making his final play. 

Leaked minutes from a 2015 
meeting with EU leaders about 
a shaky deal on stemming 
migration from Syria recorded 
him saying: “We can open the 
doors to Greece and Bulgaria any 
time and we can put the refugees 
on buses ... So how will you deal 
with refugees if you don’t get a 
deal? Kill the refugees?” 

In that context, holding back 
Turkish approval of Sweden’s 
membership of Nato until the eve 
of this week’s summit in Vilnius 
was to be expected. Erdogan has 
been fighting for Turkish interests 
on three fronts: a tougher 
crackdown on Turkish Kurds in 
Sweden; lifting the de facto US 
Congress veto on the US sale of 
F-16s to Ankara; and demanding 
progress over Turkish aspirations 
for visa-free travel in the EU. 

In all three cases he made 
progress without having to set a 
precise date by when the Turkish 
parliament would approve 
Sweden’s Nato membership. 

Sweden has amended its 
constitution, changed its laws, 
significantly expanded its 
counter-terrorism cooperation 
against the Kurdistan Workers’ 
party (PKK) separatist group, and 


he’s the master of leverage 


resumed arms exports to Turkey. 

It has also agreed to present 

a roadmap “as the basis of its 
continued fight against terrorism 
in allits forms and manifestations” 
and reiterated it would not provide 
support to the YPG/PYD Kurdish 
people’s protection units in Syria. 

Sweden has also reiterated that 
it will not provide support to what 
Turkey describes as the Fethullah 
terrorist organisation (Feto), an 
entity Ankara sees as a clandestine 
network led by the preacher 
Fethullah Giilen. Nato also 
agreed to set up an anti-terrorist 
coordinator. Swedish courts are 
also getting tougher with Swedish 
Kurds who infringe the law. 

On the issue of F-16s, Turkey’s 
national defence minister, Yasar 
Giiler, spoke on Monday with his 
US counterpart, Lloyd Austin. 

In a glowing statement, the US 
defence department said the pair 
“lauded the long history of military 
cooperation between the United 
States and Turkey and applauded 
our continued close cooperation. 

“They also discussed the 
positive talks between Turkey, 
Sweden and Nato secretary general 
[Jens] Stoltenberg, as well as the 


A Recep Tayyip Erdogan has held up 
Sweden’s Nato membership 


[US ] Department of Defense’s 
support for Turkey’s military 
modernisation.” 

More importantly, Bob 
Menendez, the chair of the Senate 
foreign relations committee and 
a great friend of Greece, said 
he would decide within a week 
whether to lift his veto on the 
F-16s, saying there had been a lull 
recently in Turkish belligerence 
towards Greece and he hoped this 
was “a permanent reality”. 

Jake Sullivan, the US national 
security adviser, had been talking 
to him to this effect, he revealed. 
The $6bn (£4.6bn) deal, stalled 
since 2021, would include the 
sale of 40 fighter jets as well 
as modernisation kits for 79 
warplanes already in the Turkish 
air force’s inventory. 

It is not clear that Erdogan 
made as much progress on the 
issue of Turkey’s EU membership, 
but in reality he probably knew 
that was a non-starter. 

Charles Michel the European 
Council president, diplomatically 
hailed a “good meeting” with 
Erdogan, adding that they had 
“explored opportunities ahead 
to bring EU-Turkey cooperation 
back to the forefront and re- 
energise our relations”. 

Few in Nato warm to Erdogan’s 
transactionalism, but distaste for 
his methods is insignificant given 
the prize. In Sweden too there 
will be rejoicing. A Pew Research 
Center survey of 24 countries 
released on Monday showed 
Sweden’s attitude to Russia is in 
a class of its own. An astonishing 
98% of people have a negative 
view of Russia, 78% have a 
favourable view of Nato and 92% 
have no confidence in Vladimir 
Putin’s handling of world affairs. 

Little wonder that after a day 
of giddying negotiations with 
Erdogan, the relieved Swedish 
prime minister, Ulf Kristersson, 
had a celebratory drink in Vilnius 
late on Monday night. 


Former sub commander shot dead in Russia 


Asenior Russian draft officer and 
former submarine commander 
accused by Ukraine of deadly 
strikes on its territory has been 
shot dead while jogging in 

the southern Russian city of 
Krasnodar. Stanislav Rzhitsky, 
42, was killed on Monday by an 
unidentified gunman during a 
morning run in a park near the 
Olimp sports centre, police said. 

Russian FSB security services 
said yesterday that a 64-year-old 
man was arrested on suspicion of 
carrying out the attack, without 
providing further details. 

At the time of his death, 
Rzhitsky was serving as the 
deputy head of the Krasnodar city 
administration’s mobilisation. 
According to the Russian daily 
newspaper Kommersant, 


: Rzhitsky was previously the 
: commander of the Krasnodar 
: submarine in the Russian navy. 


The Ukrainian army said 


: yesterday that Rzhitsky had been 

: in command of a submarine that 

: carried out a deadly missile attack 
: on the Ukrainian city of Vinnytsia 
: in July 2022, killing 23 civilians. 


Rzhitsky’s father told Baza, a 


: Russian Telegram channel with 

: links to the security services, 

: that his son had left the military 
: in December 2021, before Russia 
: invaded Ukraine. Several close 

: friends of Rzhitsky similarly told 
: the independent Russian station 
: Dozdh that Rzhitsky had left the 
: forces before the war started. 


Baza further reported that the 


killer could have tracked Rzhitsky’s 
: runs on the Strava app, as he 


: regularly followed the same 4-mile 
: route while running. 


Ukrainian military intelligence, 


: the GUR, did not claim 

: responsibility for Rzhitsky’s death. 

: But, in a cryptic message, it shared 

: details about the killing, including 

: the time of the attack (6am) and the 
: lack of witnesses. “Due to heavy 

: rain, the park was deserted, so 

: there were no witnesses who could 
: provide details or identify the 

: attacker,” the GUR said. 


In a later statement, the agency’s 


: chief, Kyrylo Budanov, rejected the 

: Claim that Ukrainian intelligence 

: was behind the killing. “Statements 
: by some media and politicians that 

: the GUR has something to do with 

: the death of Stanislav Rzhitsky 

: have no basis,” Budanov said. 

: Pjotr Sauer 


Hong Kong police raid 
family home of UK-based 
political exile Nathan Law 


Amy Hawkins 
Ben Quinn 


Police in Hong Kong raided the home 
of Nathan Law’s family yesterday, 
taking relatives of the UK-exiled 
pro-democracy activist away for 
questioning. 

Officers from the national secu- 
rity department visited the housing 
estate where Law’s family live and 
took his parents and brother in for 
questioning in the early hours of 
yesterday morning. So far no arrests 
have been made. 

A spokesperson for the Hong 
Kong police said the people taken 
for questioning were “suspected of 
assisting persons wanted by police 
[for continuing to] commit acts and 
engage in activities that endanger 
national security. Investigation is 
under way and further operations, 
including arrest, may be made.” 

Contacted by the Guardian, Law 
said: “I can firmly declare that the 
involved parties have no financial 
connection with me, and my workis 
totally unrelated to them. The idea 
of ‘getting assistance from them’ is 
completely absurd.” 

Law, a former pro-democracy leg- 
islator, fled Hong Kong for the UK in 
2020. At the time he said he had cut 
off all contact with his family. 

On 3 July, Hong Kong police 
issued arrest warrants for Law and 
seven other overseas-based activists, 
accusing them of violating the terri- 
tory’s national security law while in 
exile. The warrants were accompa- 
nied by HK$1m (£100,500) bounties 
for each activist. The move was con- 
demned by the governments of the 
UK, the US and Australia, where most 
of the activists are based. 

Last week, Law said that his life 
would become more dangerous as a 
result of the arrest warrants. 

Many observers have noted 
that Hong Kong authorities are 


‘Ican confirm the 
involved parties 
have no financial 
connection with me’ 


Nathan Law 
Pro-democracy activist 


A Nathan Law attends acandlelight 
vigil outside the Chinese embassy in 


London last month 
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increasingly using tactics similar to 
those employed by security forcesin 
mainland China to intimidate critics 
overseas. Harassing the families of 
dissidents is one such method. 

Alicia Kearns, a Conservative MP 
and chair of the Commons foreign 
affairs committee, said the raids were 
“utterly outrageous” and clearly an 
attempt to “lure” Law back to the ter- 
ritory so he could be imprisoned. 

She said the government should 
have called in China’s ambassador 
to complain after the bounties were 
announced. 

Kearns and other MPs urged the 
government earlier this month to 
enforce sanctions against Hong 
Kong officials involved in targeting 
UK-based pro-democracy activists. 

Mark Sabah, the UK and EU direc- 
tor of the Committee for Freedom in 
Hong Kong Foundation, called the 
actions sinister. “This latest escala- 
tion is clearly designed to intimidate 
and silence Hongkongers abroad 
from exposing the true nature of 
the Hong Kong authorities and their 
Beijing masters,” he said. 

In the days after the warrants 
were issued, five people in Hong 
Kong were arrested and accused 
of violating national security law 
by receiving funds to support the 
overseas activists. 
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Italy's far-right 
government 
clashes with 
judiciary amid 
controversial 
inquiries into 
ministers 


Angela Giuffrida 
Rome 


Italy’s far-right government is 
embroiled in a power struggle with 
magistrates amid controversialinves- 
tigations involving leading figures 
within the ruling coalition. 

Inamemociting sources from the 
office of the prime minister, Giorgia 
Meloni, a “segment of the judiciary” 
came under attack “for choosing to 
play an active opposition role” in 
allegedly attempting to bring down 
her administration, particularly 
ahead of next year’s European par- 
liamentary elections. 


| World 


Tensions have been simmering 
between the two powers since alle- 
gations emerged about the business 
activities of the tourism minister, 
Daniela Santanchè, a close Meloni 
aide, leading to calls for her resigna- 
tion. Santanchè denied she was being 
investigated during an address to par- 
liament last week, saying: “I never 
appropriated anything that does not 
belong to me; I have never abused 
my top positions in companies. I defy 
anyone to prove otherwise.” 
However, judicial sources 
confirmed she had been under inves- 
tigation since October for bankruptcy 
and false accounting claims involv- 
ing her publishing group, Visibilia. 


A Daniela Santanchè, the tourism 
minister whose business activities 
are under investigation, with Matteo 
Salvini, the deputy prime minister 


Ajudge also came under fire from 
the government after refusing a 
request from the public prosecutor 
to shelve a case involving Andrea 
Delmastro, an official from Melo- 
ni’s Brothers of Italy, a party with 
neofascist roots. 

Delmastro was accused of breach- 
ing secrecy rules after speaking out 
in parliament in relation to Alfredo 
Cospito, an anarchist jailed under 
a harsh regime usually reserved for 
mafia bosses. 
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Meanwhile, Ignazio La Russa, the 
president of the upper house anda 
Brothers of Italy cofounder, provoked 
controversy after casting doubt on 
rape allegations made by a woman 
against his son. 

Maurizio Gasparri, a politician 
with the late Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza 
Italia party, accused the judiciary of 
“attacking the constitution”. 

But magistrates have hit back, 
arguing that the “false” accusa- 
tions against them undermine trust 
in the judiciary. “To do this merely 
because a judge is doing his job con- 
scientiously and is dealing with a 
case which happens to concerna pol- 
itician ... means delegitimising the 
judiciary,” Salvatore Casciaro, the 
secretary of the magistrates’ union, 
ANM, told Rai Radio 1. 

Meloni’s government is trying 
to push through judicial changes 
including limiting the use of wire- 
tapping and abolishing the crime 
of abuse of office that have been 
criticised by magistrates. The gov- 
ernment is also seeking to separate 
the career paths of judges and pros- 
ecutors so they can no longer switch 
from one job to the other - a meas- 
ure described by some magistrates 
as a way to “punish the judiciary”. 

Carlo Sorgi, a former magistrate, 
said: “It’s inevitable that this right- 
wing government, not being within 
legal parameters, clashes with 
those who have to enforce the legal 


‘It’s absurd, but 
in reality they 
want public faith 
in magistrates to 


be weakened’ 


Carlo Sorgi 
Former magistrate 


parameters. When a case emerges 
{against one of their own] they feel 
scandalised. It’s absurd, but in reality 
they want [public] faith in magis- 
trates to be weakened.” 

Magistrates have often been 
accused of siding with the left by Mat- 
teo Salvini, the deputy prime minister 
and leader of the far-right League. 
Salvini is facing a trial for alleged 
kidnapping, which he denies, after 
refusing to let refugees disembark 
from a rescue ship in Sicily when he 
was interior minister in 2019. 

“This row has been going on for 30 
years,” said Gian Domenico Caiazza, 
the chair of the Italian guild of law- 
yers. “There is an imbalance between 
[judicial and political powers] ... It’s 
nota problem of left or rightwing; it’s 
asystematicissue...eachtimeacase 
emerges that hits a minister or under- 
secretary it touches anerve.” 
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Mass protests across 
Israel over push for 
overhaul of judiciary 


Jerusalem 


Tens of thousands of Israeli demon- 
strators have blocked motorways 
across the country and access to Tel 
Aviv’s airport in protest at the gov- 
ernment’s renewed push to advance 
legislation overhauling the judiciary. 

In the first of three readings on 
Monday, Israel’s parliament - in 
which the governing coalition headed 
by the prime minister, Benjamin Net- 
anyahu, holds 64 of 120 seats - voted 
in favour ofa bill scrapping the “rea- 
sonableness” standard that allows 
the supreme court to overrule gov- 
ernment decisions. 


The movement opposing the judi- 
cial changes followed through with 
promises of demonstrations on Mon- 
day night and widespread marches 
yesterday, as people gathered to 
block several motorways from early 
morning and an estimated 10,000- 
15,000 protesters later marched 
on Ben Gurion airport. 

More demonstrations were 
planned for yesterday evening out- 
side the president’s residence in 
Jerusalem and in several locations 
in Tel Aviv and other cities. By late 
afternoon, more than 60 arrests had 
been made. There were two reported 
injuries caused by mounted police 
after protesters breached barriers on 
a central motorway. 


“I came here because this gov- 
ernment is demolishing, totally, 
democracy in Israel,” Eitan Galon, a 
doctor protesting on a road outside 
Jerusalem, told Agence France- 
Presse. “We will fight until the end,” 
he said, as police nearby used water 
cannon to disperse demonstrators. 

Netanyahu returned to office at 
the end of 2022 at the head of the 
most rightwing government in Israeli 
history, which soon announced the 
wide-ranging judicial legislation 
aimed at curbing the power of the 
supreme court and its perceived 
leftwing bias. 

Critics have raised fears of demo- 
craticbacksliding and say the changes 
will aid Netanyahu’s fight against 
graft charges, which he denies. The 
issue has given rise to an unprece- 
dented protest movement, damaged 
Israel’s economy and drawn criticism 
of the government from international 
allies such as the US. 

Israel’s “reasonableness” stand- 
ard allows the supreme court to 
overrule government decisions it 
deems too political, implausible, or 
that undermine the public’s trust in 
government. It was used in January 
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to remove a key Netanyahu ally, the 
interior minister Aryeh Deri, from the 
cabinet because ofa previous convic- 
tion for tax evasion. 

Yesterday’s events suggest the 
protest movement has not lost 
momentum since reaching a cre- 
scendo in March, when Netanyahu 
was forced to announce a freeze on 
the legislation after wildcat strikes 
shut down much of the country. 

Itis feared that the protests could 
grow more violent after last week’s 
resignation of the Tel Aviv chief of 
police, Ami Eshed, who was widely 
believed to be under pressure from 
the hardline national security min- 
ister, Itamar Ben-Gvir, to crack down 
harder on demonstrations. 


Thai PM quits 
nine years after 
Sweeping to 
power in coup 


Bangkok 


The Thai prime minister, Prayuth 
Chan-ocha, has said he will retire 
from politics, more than nine years 
after the former army general seized 
power ina military coup. 

In May, his party suffered a humil- 
iating defeat, coming fifth, well 
behind an upstart opposition party 
that promised to remove the mili- 
tary from politics. He will remain as 
caretaker prime minister until anew 
government is formed. 

Prayuth, 69, first took power ina 
coup in 2014, presiding over the arrest 
of activists and political opponents, 
and censoring the media. He was later 
appointed prime minister by parlia- 
ment in 2019. 

The staunch royalist and conserva- 
tive said in his resignation statement 
that he had worked hard to “protect 
the nation, religion, monarchy for the 
benefit of the beloved people.” 

In office he has faced a number 
of no-confidence votes, as well as 
mass protests in 2020 that called for 
his removal from office, the scrap- 
ping ofa military-backed constitution 
passed under his rule, and reforms to 
the monarchy. 

He responded by threatening to 
use “all laws, all articles” against 
pro-democracy protesters. 

While Prayuth may be stepping 
back, the undemocratic structures 
that were introduced under his 
rule remain in place, said Pavin 
Chachavalpongpun, a professor at 
Kyoto University. These include the 
military-appointed senate, whose 
members will vote alongside the 
lower house of elected lawmakers 
to appoint a future prime minister 
tomorrow. 

The Move Forward opposition 
party won the most seats in May’s 
election. However, it is unclear if 
its leader, Pita Limjaroenrat, will 
secure support from enough military- 
appointed senators to take power. 


Finnish finance minister accused 
of posting racist remarks online 


Jon Henley 
Europe editor 


Finland’s new rightwing govern- 
ment has been plunged into fresh 
controversy after the discovery of 
racist and sometimes violent blog- 
post comments apparently written by 
the far-right Finns party leader and 
finance minister, Riikka Purra. 
Purra, whose nationalist, anti- 
immigration party finished second in 
April’s elections and holds nine cabi- 
net posts, has neither confirmed nor 
denied writing the posts, which date 
mostly to 2008, and said she had no 


intention of resigning, though yes- 
terday she issued a broad apology 
for “stupid social media comments”. 

The comments, under the user- 
name “riikka” on the blog of Purra’s 
predecessor as leader of Finns party, 
Jussi Halla-aho, included uses of the 
Finnish equivalent of the N-word, 
other racial and anti-immigrant slurs, 
and threats of violence. 

Last month, another Finns party 
minister, Vilhelm Junnila, resigned 
after revelations that he had made 
jokes about “Heil Hitler”, given a 
speech at an event attended by neo- 
Nazis, and called for mass abortions 
in Africato combat the climate crisis. 


Athird, Mari Rantanen, the interior 
minister, has had to deny that she 
believed in the far-right great replace- 
ment theory after it emerged that she 
had used a hashtag referring to it in 
several tweets. 

One 2008 comment by “riikka” 
talked of “[N-words] selling pirated 
Vuittons” in Barcelona, which Purra, 
thenaresearcher at the University of 
Turku, was visiting at the time foran 
academic conference. 

Another described “the sound 
darker males make when they pass 
you by” as “not whistling (that would 
be too obvious) but a fucking hiss 
between the teeth”, adding: “The 
more eager Abdullah is, the more 
saliva comes with it.” 

In another post, the commenter 
wrote: “Anyone feel like spitting on 
beggars and beating [N-word] chil- 
dren today in Helsinki?” 


A post in January 2008 read: “I’m 
so full of hate and pure rage... What 
are you doing to my psyche, Islam?” 

In September 2008, “riikka” wrote 
abouta confrontation ona suburban 
train with youngimmigrants: “Ifthey 
gave mea gun, there’d be bodiesona 
commuter train, you’ll see.” 

Finnish media have matched 


à Riikka Purra has not confirmed or 
denied writing the posts in question 


Purra’s movements and biograph- 
ical details to the posts. She has 
acknowledged commenting on the 
blog hosted by Halla-aho but has not 
confirmed she was “riikka”. 

After saying on Monday that she 
condemned violence but had no 
regrets about “expressing myself 
in ways that today I would not 
accept”, yesterday Purra tweeted: 
“I apologise for stupid social media 
comments made 15 years ago and 
for the harm and resentment they 
understandably caused.” 

She said she hoped she would be 
judged on her performance in office, 
adding that her party’s policies were 
“not based on extremism, racism or 
discrimination”. 

The prime minister, Petteri Orpo, 
of the rightwing National Coalition 
party, tweeted yesterday that Purra 
had found “the right solution”. 
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‘Missing’ Biden accuser charged 
with being an agent of China 


Martin Pengelly 
Washington 


AUS thinktank chief who accuses 
Joe Biden of corruption involving 
his son Hunter and has been por- 
trayed by Republicans as a “missing” 
witness against the president has 
been charged with failing to register 
as an agent of China, arms traffick- 
ing, violations of sanctions against 
Iran and making false statements to 
law enforcement. 

Gal Luft, 57, a dual US-Israeli citi- 
zen, is the co-director of the Institute 
for the Analysis of Global Security 
(IAGS), based in Maryland. He was 
charged on Monday in absentia, hav- 
ing skipped bail in Cyprus in April 
while awaiting extradition. 

Announcing the charges, Damian 
Williams, the US attorney for the 
southern district of New York (SDNY), 


said Luft had “engaged in multiple, 
serious criminal schemes. 

“He subverted foreign agent 
registration laws in the United States 
to seek to promote Chinese policies 
by acting through a former high- 
ranking US government official; he 
acted asa broker in deals for danger- 
ous weapons and Iranian oil; and he 
told multiple lies about his crimes to 
law enforcement.” 

The charges seemed guaranteed 
to infuriate Republicans in Con- 
gress seeking to use Hunter Biden’s 
troubled personal life and business 
dealings in attacks on his father. 

Last Friday, James Comer of 
Kentucky, the chair of the House over- 
sight committee, told the rightwing 
network Newsmax that Luft was “a 
credible witness that the FBI flew all 
the way to Brussels to interview”. 

Earlier, in a video published by 
the New York Post, Luft denied 


wrongdoing. He was arrested, 
he claimed, to stop him testifying 
to Comer’s committee about alleged 
China-linked corruption involving 
the Bidens. 

“Pm not a Republican,’ Luft told 
the Post. “Pm not a Democrat. I have 
no political motive or agenda... I did 
it out of deep concern that if the 
Bidens were to come to power, the 
country would be facing the same 
traumatic Russia collusion scandal 
[the investigation of Russian elec- 
tion interference and links between 
Donald Trump and Moscow] only this 
time with China.” 

He skipped bail, he said, “because 
I did not believe I will receive a fair 
trial in a New York court”. 

In New York, prosecutors allege 
Luft agreed “to covertly recruit and 
pay, on behalf of principals based 
in China, a former high-ranking US 
government official ... including in 


2016 while the former official was an 
adviser to the then-president-elect 
[Trump], to publicly support certain 
policies with respect to China”. The 
former official and an alleged Chinese 
co-conspirator were not named. 
Luft is also alleged to have “con- 
spired ... to broker illicit arms 
transactions with, among others, 
Chinese individuals and entities”; to 
have conspired witha Chinese energy 
company “to broker deals for Iranian 
oil- which he directed an associate to 
refer to as ‘Brazilian’ oil in an effort 
to ... evade sanctions”; and to have 
made “multiple false statements”. 
The SDNY listed maximum jail sen- 
tences for the charges ranging from 
five years for conspiracy to violate the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act to 
20 years for arms trafficking offenses 
and sanctions violations. 
Inastatement, the IAGS said: “Gal 
isaman of total integrity and honesty. 
We are confident in his innocence.” 
Tim Miller, a Republican “Never 
Trumper”, said on Twitter: “So the 
guy who was supposedly gonna 
blow the whistle on Biden taking 
payments from foreigners was actu- 
ally paying off Trump admin officials 
himself on behalf of China. Could this 
be more on the nose?” 
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Tourists cheer as Notre Dame's 
new roof arrives by barge boat 


Kim Willsher 
Paris 


In April 2019, the world watched as 
Notre Dame Cathedral burned and 
flames fuelled by the roof - made of 
hundreds of oak beams, some dating 
from the 13th century - roared into 
the sky. 

Four years on, the cathedral in 
Paris is rising from the ashes. 

Yesterday, the trusses for what 
will be anew roof constructed from 


A The fire in 2019 was minutes away 
from ruining the cathedral entirely 


> 
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mature oak trees were transported 
along the Seine on two barges. An 
appreciatative crowd of tourists 
gathered to watch as the first of six 
wooden triangles was lifted slowly 
by crane to the roof. The pieces will 
be fitted this summer. 

The reconstruction of the wooden 
structure, historically known as la 
forét (the forest) because of its size 
and density, marks a symbolic step 
in the rebirth of the cathedral. 

The forét formed the cross- 
shaped roof that ran the length of 
the nave and transept above stone 
vaults. A total of 25 triangular struc- 
tures 10 metres high and 14 metres 
across the base make up part of the 
cathedral’s essential framework, 
which is created from ancient oaks 
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that have been hand-cut to size and 
shape using axes like those used by 
medieval carpenters. 

The 96-metre high spire, addedin 
1859 bythe architect Eugène Viollet- 
le-Duc, is also being reconstructed 
as it was, allaying fears ofa potential 
feature once floated as a “contempo- 
rary gesture” by President Macron. 
Other rumoured schemes, such as 
turning the roofinto a park or swim- 
ming pool, have been cast aside. 

After the blaze, officials said the 
cathedral, Unesco-listed as a world 
treasure and immortalised in Victor 
Hugo’s novel The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame, had been within 15-30 minutes 
of complete destruction. 

The cause of the blaze is still not 
known. 


SUV owners to 
pay higher fees 
to park in Paris 
from next year 


Kim Willsher 
Paris 


Paris city hall is to impose higher 
parking fees on owners of SUVs in 
its battle to reduce pollution. 

Details of the charges have not 
been announced but the size, weight 
of the vehicle and its motor will be 
taken into consideration. Elec- 
tric vehicles and people with large 
families are expected to escape the 
increased fees that will come into 
effect on 1 January 2024. 

Paris councillors approved the 
measure unanimously last month. 
Frédéric Badina-Serpette, a coun- 
cillor from the EELV ecology party 
that proposed the increased charges, 
said: “We would like the city of Paris 
to change the pricing of paid park- 
ing to make it progressive according 
to the weight and size of vehicles.” 

He said the aim was “to focus on 
an absurdity: auto-besity ... the inex- 
orable growth in the weight and size 
of vehicles circulating in our cities, 
and particularly in Paris”. 

Officials say the number of SUVs in 
the city has increased by 60% over the 
past four years and they now make 
up 15% of the 1.15m private vehi- 
cles parked in Paris every evening. 
They hope raising fees will halt the 
increase and encourage the owner- 
ship of lighter vehicles. 

“From 1 January 2024, SUV own- 
ers can expect to pay higher fees to 
parkin the French capital,” the coun- 
cil said in a statement. 

David Belliard, a deputy mayor 
responsible for public space and 
mobility policy, said SUVs wereincon- 
gruous in an urban environment. 

“There are no dirt paths, no 
mountain roads ... they are danger- 
ous, cumbersome and use too many 
resources to manufacture,” he said. 

However, Pierre Chasseray, a 
spokesperson for the drivers’ group 
40 millions d’Automobilistes, said 
SUVs were increasing because 
families were buying them to replace 
people carriers. 

“We’re pandering to a tiny minor- 
ity ofthe very urban population who 
have decided to make the SUVs the 
symbol of the battle against pollu- 
tion,” Chasseray told Le Parisien. 

In Lyon, the authorities have also 
announced higher parking charges 
based on vehicle weight from next 
year. Grenoble is expected to intro- 
duce a similar scheme. 


Increase in the number of SUVs 
in Paris over the past four years, 
according to the city’s authorities 


Proportion of SUVs among the 1.15m 
private vehicles that park in Paris 
every evening, according to officials 
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Fears intensify as lethal heat 


threatens fresh devastation 


Tabara 


he smoke-grey skies 

over Tabara were 

turning orange as 

Angel Martin forced 

down a ham sandwich 

pressed on him by his 
friends at the petrol station and 
ran to his excavator. 

By mid-afternoon on Monday 
18 July last year, the 53-year-old 
builder’s yard owner had been 
watching the wildfires in the Sierra 
de la Culebra in north-west Spain 
creep closer to his town for eight 
hours, waiting to see whether 
his trucks and diggers could help 
fight the blaze. A little before 3pm, 
the flames arrived on the edge of 
Tabara and Martin made the quick, 
selfless decision that would lead to 
his death three months later. 

His actions, captured on a video 
that went around the world, would 
yield some of the starkest and most 
disturbing images of the scorching 
and deadly European summer of 
2022, the hottest on record. 

Minutes after climbing into his 
excavator to try to dig a firebreak 
to halt the blaze, Martin and his 
vehicle were swallowed by the 
flames and the drifts of thick, black 
smoke. A few agonising seconds 
later, the video showed him 
somehow managing to stumble 
out of the inferno, his clothes 
consumed by the flames. He had 
suffered burns to 80% of his body. 

Rescuers bundled Martin into 
acar and drove him to anearby 
health centre, from where he was 
taken by helicopter to a hospital in 
the city of Valladolid. Despite the 
best efforts of medical staff, the 
man hailed in the press as el héroe 
de Tabara died from his injuries in 
the early hours of 25 October 2022. 

Almosta year after the fires 
hit - and following its driest April 
to date - a drought-struck Spain 
is bracing for another summer of 
wildfires and heat-related deaths 
as the realities of the climate 
emergency become increasingly 
inescapable across the Iberian 
peninsula and beyond. 

Temperatures this week are 
forecast to reach 44C (111F) in 
parts of the country as the second 
heatwave of the summer bites. In 
Tabara, the memories of last July 
are raw and the trees around the 
town still charred black. 

“Tt all happened in just 15 
minutes,” says Montse Fernandez 
Blanco, who was working at the 
petrol station that day. 

“The whole town was in pieces. 
Everyone loved Angel. He was 
sucha lovely person and he was 
always ready to help anyone with 


Angel Martin runs out of 
the Tabara fire last year 


friend of Angel Martin’s, says the 
town was ‘in pieces’ when he died 


whatever they needed. We all 
hoped he’d make it; you never lose 
hope. But he didn’t make it.” 

Tabara’s mayor, Antonio Juarez, 
says: “What nobody wanted to 
happen happened. We all know 
each other in this town and Angel 
was a guy who was always ready 
to help other people and pitch in. 
What he did to try to save the town 
is proof of all that.” 

Juarez, a forestry engineer and 
volunteer firefighter, says the 
causes of the wildfires are not hard 
to fathom. He refers to Tabara 
and the surrounding areas as “the 
ground zero” of what has come to 
be known as la España vaciada - 
the hollowed-out Spain. 

A few decades ago, there were 
almost 2,000 people in Tabara; 


A Guardia Civil officer and a 
firefighter watch the wildfire as it 
nears Tabara last July; left, a local 
resident battles the fire with a shovel 


PHOTOGRAPHS: ISABEL INFANTES/REUTERS; 
BERNAT ARMANGUE/REUTERS 


Prof Jofre Carnicer 
Member of the IPCC 


today it has just 770 inhabitants, 
most of them older people. The 
draw of the big cities has led to 
depopulation, which, in turn, has 
led to profound changes in the 
surrounding landscape. 

“What we’re seeing more and 
more is the loss of the ties that 
bind people to the land,” says the 
mayor. “New sources of energy, 
together with depopulation, mean 
that people scarcely use the forests: 
there’s no longer a firewood season 
or people making charcoal. That 
means the forests are becoming 
exponentially overgrown.” 

All of which means that there 
is far more vegetation to burn. 
Add to all that an extremely dry 
year, strong winds and a lack of 
firefighting equipment, “and you 


get what we endured last year. 
It was, in the widest sense of the 
phrase, a perfect storm.” 

Juarez’s summary tallies with 
the findings of anew report 
from Greenpeace that warns the 
effects of the climate emergency 
in Spain will be far-reaching and 
devastating. Maria José Caballero 
of Greenpeace Spain says: 
“Projections indicate that if Spain 
does not cut severely the emissions 
that cause global warming, the 
country will become hotter, drier, 
more arid and flammable.” 

According to EU figures, the 
2022 wildfire season was the 
second worst on record, with 
blazes devouring 1.6m hectares 
(4m acres) of land - an area roughly 
equivalent to Montenegro. In Spain 
alone, wildfires burned through 
315,705 hectares. 

Jofre Carnicer, a professor 
of ecology at the University of 
Barcelona and a member of the 
United Nations’ Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 
says the wildfires seen in Spain, 
Australia and Canada area taste 
of things to come. 

He says: “We’ll need to increase 
our capacity when it comes to 
prevention but we’re also going 
to find that there are limits when 
it comes to adaptation. We’re 
already seeing some kinds of fires 
whose virulence and simultaneous 
natures require tools that society 
doesn’t always have.” 

While investing in rural areas 
and forest management is key, 
Carnicer says the best way to 
mitigate the effects of the climate 
emergency is to reduce emissions. 

“The scientific consensus is that 
the best stabilisation strategy is 
a drastic reduction in emissions 
in the next 10 to 20 years,” he 
says. “That won’t be easy, but the 
more we do, the braver and the 
more drastic the action we take, 
and the better the public and 
private financing is, the better the 
scenario will be.” 

Spain’s environment minister, 
Teresa Ribera - who has already 
pointed out that “all the money in 
the world” won’t fix the damage 
done by a failure to reduce 
emissions - also believes that last 
year’s events in the Sierra dela 
Culebra will become more and 
more common. 

She says: “In places where the 
climate is in transition - suchas 
the Iberian peninsula - big fires 
are probably one of the most real, 
frequent, important, damaging 
and painful threats that climate 
change brings.” 

In Tabara, where the sky is now 
blue and the summer air is hot 
and dusty, the mayor says the best 
way to avoida repeat of last year’s 
tragedy would be to reintroduce 
livestock grazing to keep the land 
clear. More firefighting equipment, 
water points, lookouts and 
planning would also help. 

Back at the petrol station, 
Fernandez Blanco sells cold cans to 
her thirsty customers and thinks, 
as she often does, about her friend 
Angel. “We still talk about hima 
lot,” she says. “And I remember 
his jokes and what a good, happy 
person he was. The thingis, he 
would have done it again because 
that’s what he was like.” 
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Pay growth adds to pressure 
for further interest rate rise 


Phillip Inman 


Wages increased at a faster rate than 
expected in May, putting pressure on 
the Bank of England to push up the 
cost of borrowing at its next meet- 
ingin August. 

Earnings growth hit 7.3% in the 
three months to May compared with 
ayear earlier, driven by the strongest 
rise in private sector pay growth out- 
side the pandemic period of 7.7%, the 
Office for National Statistics said. It 
was the joint highest since modern 
records began in 2001. 

City analysts had expected wage 
growth to ease to 7.1%. Pay growth 
was also revised up for the previous 
month to 7.3% from 7.2%. 

Speaking at the Mansion House 
annual dinner in the City on Mon- 
day, the Bank of England governor, 
Andrew Bailey, and the chancellor, 
Jeremy Hunt, warned wage restraint 
would be needed to bring down high 
inflation. The governor said current 
levels of price and wage increases 


The rate of UK pay growth is 
increasing while inflation slows 
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were inconsistent with reducing 
inflation - now at 8.7% - to the gov- 
ernment’s 2% target. 

Despite the rise in headline wage 
growth, real pay when taking infla- 
tion into account was down 0.8%, the 
ONS data showed. 

Mel Stride, the work and pensions 
minister, said in response to the fig- 
ures that the government needed to 


“do the right thing” to bring down 
wage inflation by bearing down on 
public sector wage demands. 

“What is really important, just as 
the Bank of England is doing its bit 
on the monetary side with higher 
interest rates, [is] that the govern- 
ment does the right thing with fiscal 
policy to accommodate that. 

“And that does mean leaning into 
controlling wage growth wherever 
possible, principally in the public 
sector.” 

The ONS said public sector wages 
rose in 5.8% in the three months to 
May while earnings jumped by 9% in 
the finance and business services sec- 
tor, which covers jobs in the City, the 
accountancy and legal professions, 
advertising and marketing. 

Paul Nowak, the general secre- 
tary of the TUC, said the government 
“must stop scapegoating workers for 
its failures”. He added: “Wages are 
not driving inflation - they are not 
even keeping up with it. In the pub- 
lic sector and lower-paid private 
sector industries, pay is even fur- 
ther behind” 


Labour’s work and pensions 
spokesperson, Jonathan Ashworth, 
blamed the government’s failure to 
provide skills training and help peo- 
ple back to work who left the labour 
market during the pandemic. 

“Britain is the only G7 country with 
alower employment rate than before 
the pandemic and real wages have 
fallen yet again - just as more and 
more families feel the devastating 
impact of the Tory mortgage bomb- 
shell,” he said. 

Kitty Ussher, the chief economist 
at the Institute of Directors, said 
employers were under pressure to 
pay higher wages as they competed 
for skilled workers. 

The ONS data showed the unem- 
ployment rate increased from 3.8% 
to 4% and employment growth fell 
back, indicating that the jobs market 
is cooling faster than forecast. 

Some economists said the fall in 
vacancies and rise in the jobless fig- 
ures should persuade the Bank that 
higher interest rates were already 
dampening the economy. 

Samuel Tombs, the chief UK econ- 
omistat Pantheon Macroeconomics, 
said: “Signs that the labour market is 
loosening quickly bolster the case for 
the BoE’s monetary policy commit- 
tee to stopits rate hiking cycle soon.” 

But he conceded the high wages 
growth dampened the chance of 
preventing another interest rate 
increase in August, which would 
mark a 14th consecutive rise. 


Analysis 
MPC needs 
to be wary 
of overkill 


Larry Elliott 
Economics editor 


nemploymentis up. 
The number of job 
vacancies is down. 
The rate of jobs 
growth is slowing 
ata time when the 
number of people looking for work 
is rising. There are signs the UK 
labour market is starting to slow. 
These developments have to 
be put into perspective. They are 
straws in the wind rather than 
evidence that demand for jobs is 
about to collapse. And, crucially, 
the signs of a possible turning 
point will almost certainly not 
be conclusive enough to prevent 
the Bank of England from raising 
interest rates again next month. 
That’s because pay pressure 
is higher than the Bank sees as 
compatible with meeting its 2% 
inflation target. Regular pay in 
the three months to May was 7.3% 


A Signs the labour market is starti 


higher than a year earlier - the same 
as in the three months to April and 
the joint highest since modern 
records began. 

Look closely enough and there 
are hints that earnings growth 
may have peaked. Looking at May 
rather than the quarterly figure, the 
annual rate of growth in regular pay 
slipped from 7.8% to 7.4%. As the 
Capital Economics analyst Ashley 


zJ TEAN . 
ng to slow are inconclusive but could suggest a turning point PHOTOGRAPH: ANDY RAIN/EPA 


Webb points out, this is an indicator 
closely monitored by the Bank’s 
monetary policy committee. 

There was a similar pattern 
for private sector wage growth, 
where the annual rate of increase 
picked up from 7.6% to 7.7% ona 
quarterly basis, but eased back in 
May alone from 8.1% to 7.4%. There 
are reasons why pay growth may 
be slowing. Employment growth in 


the three months to May stood at 
just over 100,000, well down on the 
250,000 rise in the three months to 
April. The unemployment rate rose 
from 3.8% to 4%. 

Will this evidence be enough to 
stay the MPC’s hand next month? 
Almost certainly not. But it should 
make it wary of overkill and force 
the markets to rethink whether 
interest rates need to rise above 6%. 


US judge says 
Microsoft can 
buy video 
game maker 
for $69bn 


Dan Milmo 


AUS judge has ruled that Microsoft 
can go forward with its planned $69bn 
(£53bn) acquisition of the video game 
maker Activision Blizzard, while the 
UK competition watchdog said it was 
ready to discuss changes answering 
its concerns. 

TheUS competition watchdog, the 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC), had 
originally asked the judge to stop the 
proposed deal, arguing it would give 
Microsoft, maker of the Xbox gaming 
console, exclusive access to Activi- 
sion games including the bestselling 
Call of Duty. 

The agency’s concern was that the 
deal could preclude the availability 
of those video games on other 
platforms. 

But the judge, Jacqueline Scott 
Corley, wrote yesterday: “The FTC 
has not shown it is likely to succeed 
on its assertion the combined firm 
will probably pull Call of Duty from 
Sony PlayStation, or that its own- 
ership of Activision content will 
substantially lessen competition in 
the video game library subscription 
and cloud gaming markets.” 

The FTCsaid it was “disappointed” 
inthe outcome. “In the coming days 
we’ll be announcing our next step 
to continue our fight to preserve 
competition and protect consum- 
ers,” said aspokesperson. 

In its arguments, the FTC has 
said Microsoft would be able to use 
the Activision games to leave rival 
console makers like Nintendo and 
market-leader Sony out in the cold. 

Microsoft’s president, Brad Smith, 
tweeted that the company was 
“grateful” for the “quick and thor- 
ough” decision. 

Bobby Kotick, Activision Bliz- 
zard’s chief executive, said:“Our 
merger will benefit consumers and 
workers. It will enable competition 
rather than allow entrenched market 
leaders to continue to dominate our 
rapidly growing industry.” 

Both companies have set a dead- 
line of 18 July to complete the 
transaction, although that could be 
extended. 

Shortly after the ruling, the UK’s 
Competition and Markets Author- 
ity (CMA), which had previously 
announced it would block the deal, 
said Microsoft and Activision had 
agreed to halt legal proceedings 
around the transaction. 

The companies will now attempt 
tothrash out proposals to restructure 
the proposed deal and meet the UK 
watchdog’s concerns. 
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exposure to such higher-risk 
= assets; and, since DC schemes 
4 ae already invest overwhelmingly in 
Nils Pratley E equities, it’s hard to grumble about 
g a shift towards the unlisted variety. 
4 The reform is really a case of 


removing restraints, such as daily 
pricing liquidity, that have been an 
artificial barrier against DC funds 
investing in private assets. 

On the defined benefit (DB), or 
final salary, side of the pensions 
market, Hunt is right to think 
there’s potential in combining local 
authority schemes in the interests 
of scale and ability to take ona 


Unlocking pension funds to | 
boost startups 1s a workable 
plan, but don't expect miracles 


eremy Hunt is getting Of course the voluntary wider spectrum of risk assets. 
it in the neck in some “compact” with nine of the UK’s But the “call for evidence” on 
quarters for being largest pension providers - the an expanded role for the Pension 
insufficiently radical likes of Aviva, Legal & General Protection Fund, the pensions 
in his plan to “unlock” and Phoenix - sounds weak. lifeboat, suggests the chancellor 
capital from the UK’s We're talking only about defined A The chancellor, Jeremy Hunt, launching his proposed reforms in a speech has heard the warnings from 
£2.5tn pot of pension savings and | contribution (DC) schemes, at Mansion House, London, earlier this week PHOTOGRAPH: AARON CHOWN/PA WIRE some big DB providers that a bad 
encourage funds to do patriotic meaning those in which savers outcome would be one that wrecks 
work in boosting UK startups and | bear the investment risk, and the have caused a riot among pension spreadsheet and watching returns the “buy out” market. Quite: 
UK infrastructure schemes. objective is merely to allocate at fund trustees whose first duty compound for a couple of decades. | the job of DB schemes is to meet 
In truth, we should give least 5% of default weightings is to scheme members. Trustees There is also a finite number contractual pension obligations; if 
thanks for the low-octane nature in funds to unlisted equities by must be free to dodge obvious of infrastructure schemes to be that means the safety of gilts and 
of the chancellor’s “Mansion 2030. Thus one should treat with risks that come when pools of funded. If too much money chases | bonds, as it usually does, so be it. 
House reforms” as they relate to caution Hunt’s boast that £50bn money, potentially, slosh in a new too few opportunities, returns for In the round, then, Hunt has 
pensions. Anything resembling of investment into high-growth direction. savers will fall. Meanwhile, the idea | produced a workable plan that 
a command from the Treasury companies “could” be unlocked by One of those risks is that the era that access to startups representsa | carries wide support in the pension 
to “buy British” would have the end of the decade if the rest of of easy pickings for infrastructure golden ticket is not quite accurate; industry and thus has a fair chance 
backfired. Incrementalism, in the DC market also steps up. investors is over. The owners picking early-stage winners is hard. | of generating a slug of extra capital 
the form of a nudge to direct a But consider the dangers of Thames Water, for instance, Thus an aspirational 5% for startups and productive assets. 
few more million quid towards in alternative approaches. are discovering that the game is allocation sounds pragmatic. Just don’t expect miracles. Real 
promising UK companies, was the | Compelling funds to allocate any sometimes more complicated Younger savers, further from growth requires a real economic 
only viable strategy. fixed percentage would rightly than plugging numbers into a retirement, should have a greater plan. 
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Tm not a robot 


| Business 


Amazon's UK 


workers strike 


at Prime target 


Joe Middleton 


| hisis a picket line,” 
says Rachel Fagan 
emphatically. 
The GMB union’s 
Midlands regional 
organiser stands in 
front ofa line of striking workers 
several rows deep at Amazon’s 
vast BHX4 warehouse in Coventry, 
during industrial action designed 
to embarrass the online behemoth 
during a high profile sales event. 
About 900 workers at the Cov- 
entry warehouse are taking three 
days of strike action until tomor- 
row, coinciding with the company’s 
Prime Day sales event. One worker 
holds up a placard with the union’s 
familiar refrain: “Iam not a robot.” 
The latest industrial action will 
bring the total strike days at Ama- 
zon to 22 since its very first UK 
strikes in January. Meanwhile, 
strikes are also taking place this 
week in Germany, where the coun- 
try’s second largest union, ver.di, 
has organised action at 10 distribu- 
tion centres. 


Whatis the dispute about? 
Workers have launched strike 
action against the online retail giant 
in a standoff over pay, conditions 
and the company’s failure to recog- 
nise union rights. 

Amazon employees are paid 
£10.50 per hour, according to the 
GMB, and are requesting a pay rise 
to £15 per hour. The national mini- 
mum wage for people aged over 23 
is £10.42 per hour. 

The conflict was sparked by 
Amazon’s offer of a 50p an hour 
increase in pay in the summer of 
2022, which angered workers who 


> Amazon 
workers on 
strike outside 

a warehouse 

in Coventry 
yesterday at 
the start of the 
company’s two- 
day Prime sales 
event 
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have complained of a high-pressure 
working environment, which was 
exacerbated by the Covid pandemic 
as online orders soared. 

Speaking outside the GMB’s 
annual congress in Brighton last 
month, Garfield Hylton, who works 
at Coventry, said: “They can mon- 
itor you, per minute, per task - it’s 
micromanagement. 

“Its called ‘scanner adherence’ 

- you have to be scanning every 
minute, to showa constant, rapid 
scan.” 

The union has been engaged ina 
battle to represent Amazon work- 
ers in Coventry and has slowly 
increased its membership at the 
site from a handful of people to 
around 900. 

The GMB estimated there were 
about 1,400 workers at the depot 
-so more than the statutory thresh- 
old of 50% for union recognition. 

But Amazon has argued that the 
figure is closer to 2,700 employees 
at the site and the union reluctantly 
withdrew its attempt to win for- 
mal recognition - accusing the firm 
of drafting in more than 1,000 extra 


i> ae 
workers to skew the decision. The 
union accused the online retailer 
of “dirty tricks”. Amazon said in 
response “we regularly recruit new 
team members”. 


Will Amazon recognise a union 
in the UK? 

The dispute between Coventry’s 
workers and Amazon is a micro- 
cosm of a wider row engulfing the 
retail giant that has long been hos- 
tile to labour representation and 
has faced calls for unionisation in 
continental Europe and the US. 

Although the GMB does not 
have sufficient members for union 
recognition in Coventry, unions 
across the Atlantic have made some 
progress. 

Ina watershed moment in the 
US, in April 2022 workers at a New 
Jersey warehouse won the first 
ever Amazon union election in the 
country. 

However, further expected 
union victories have not been 
forthcoming in the US and Ama- 
zon has challenged the result of 
the union election and not started 


bargaining with the Amazon Labor 
Union, which won the vote. 


What has GMB said this week? 
Fagan says: “This strike action will 
have a huge impact on Amazon’s 
Prime operation. It goes to show 
that even Amazon, the world’s 
largest online retailer, is nothing 
without its workers.” 

She claims that the Prime Day 
sales event could rake in £2bn in 
sales for Amazon. 

“It’s grotesque that in this con- 
text they’re denying low paid 
workers here in the UK the right toa 
wage that pays the bills ... you can’t 
get human beings on the cheap,” 
she says. 


What has Amazon said? 

Amazon has said that there will be 

no disruption for customers asa 

result of the strike action this week. 
A spokesperson for the retail 

giant said: “We offer competi- 

tive pay, comprehensive benefits, 

opportunities for career growth, all 

while working in a safe, modern, 

work environment.” 


It also said that workers could 
“communicate directly with the 
leadership of the company”. 


How is Amazon performing? 

The retail giant, started in Jeff 
Bezos’s garage in 1994, has bounced 
back this year after a punishing late 
2022 for technology stocks. 

Strong financial results have sent 
the shares leaping, up 55% in the 
first half of 2023 to value the com- 
pany at $1.32tn (£1.02tn). 

The firm posted revenues for 
the first three months of the year 
of $127.4bn, 9% higher than the 
$116.4bn it reported during the 
same period last year. Meanwhile, 
it has been engaged in an aggres- 
sive cost-cutting exercise, laying off 
nearly 30,000 workers. 

The British star stock picker 
Terry Smith appears unimpressed, 
however. He said this week that his 
Fundsmith vehicle made its abrupt 
exit from Amazon earlier this year 
because it was concerned over “the 
tech giant’s continued interest in 
growing its footprint in grocery 
retail” over its core business. 


Ladbrokes adverts banned 
by watchdog over images of 
Premier League managers 


Mark Sweney 


The advertising watchdog has 
banned two adverts run by Ladbrokes 
for appealing to under-18s by featur- 
ing Premier League managers. 

The Advertising Standards 
Authority (ASA) launched an investi- 
gationinto the two promoted tweets, 


published in January and February, 
after concerns that the use of images 
of managers of top-flight teams 
would break UK rules banning ads 
that have a “strong appeal” to under 
18-year-olds. 

One tweet showed the Newcas- 
tle FC manager Eddie Howe noting 
the club’s rise up the rankings in the 
past two seasons with the text “Eddie 
Howe’s one-year masterclass”. 


The second tweet ran with the text 
“Ladbrokes next manager to leave 
odds” with the names and images 
of four managers including Frank 
Lampard, who was most recently 
caretaker manager at Chelsea FC, as 
well as David Moyes, Brendan Rog- 
ers and Gary O’Neil. 

Ladbrokes said the first tweet was 
intended to be “editorial content” 
with no offer, web link or encour- 
agement to bet, and that most of 
Howe’s career had been spent man- 
aging lower league clubs, making him 
unlikely to appeal to children. Howe 
has spent much of his recent career 
in charge of Premier League teams 
Bournemouth and Newcastle. 

The betting company admit- 
ted that the second tweet, which 


‘The managers were 
likely to be of strong 


appeal to under-18s’ 


The Advertising 
Standards Authority 


contained market prices to bet on 
the next Premier League manager to 
lose his job, had “inadvertently” used 
imagery of the managers, which it 
acknowledged was against standard 
procedure for commercial content. 
Last year, the ASA introduced 
new regulations designed to pro- 
tect under-18s and other vulnerable 
groups, which banned gambling 


companies from using ads that fea- 
ture top-flight footballers and other 
sports personalities, as well as real- 
ity TV and social media stars. 

“Premier League managers would 
be well known to those who followed 
football, and in particular fans of 
the clubs they managed, includ- 
ing children,’ said the ASA. “All five 
managers were likely to be of strong 
appeal to under-18s.” 

The ASA said that Ladbrokes’ ads 
were irresponsible and breached UK 
marketing rules. 

“The ads must not appear again 
in their current form,’ said the ASA. 
“We told Ladbrokes not to include 
people or characters who had strong 
appeal to those under 18 years of age 
in their advertising.” 
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Cricket Football 

Bairstow to Welsh champions 
playas England setoffon their 
keep the faith Europeanjourney 
Page 38 > Page 36> 


aspecial viewing of Callum Wilson's art collection 


WHILE OTHER PREMIER LEAGUE 
FOOTBAUERS HIGHT CHooSe To 
SPEND THEIR HARD-EARNED ON 

BIG FANCY CARS FILLED WITH 


"The Away Fens’ Section at The Tower 


of Babel, NeweasHe’ (Bruegel) "The Son of Scran* (Magritte) 


"Hi rio do u want picking 
up in the moming pal” 
(Lichtenstein) 


‘The Medical of 3 New Signing 


“The Irritating Gentleman cries 
for The Socials’ ( Rembrandt) 


"Publicity stint!” ` (‘Woltze) 


yw " Making 2 Splash at 2 A FOUTS 
“Game Management’ (Dali) Major Tournament (Hockney) ‘The French kiss` (klimt) "The Birth of Jenas (Botticelli) 


“The Restoration of 
C Friedrich) (Pollock) Chelsea’ Cboehly) 
David Squires archive Peruse our resident cartoonist’s previous work at theguardian.com/profile/david-squires 


"Thirty-six views of 
Mount, Mason” (Hokusai) 


one way, one 
the other Way, aNd this guys 


sayin: "Just smash into someone” ` 
(Scorsese) 
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“The Floodlit Night 
(Nan Gogh) 


Football 


‘Those ups 
and downs 
fuel you for 
a World Cup’ 


After a turbulent season 
Lotte Wubben-Moy is keen 
to ‘get the most’ from the 
tournament with England 


YA 


a í i 
Sunshi 


ne Coast 


otte Wubben-Moy’s 
journey to the World 
Cup after England’s 
historic European 
Championship win 
last year has not been 
straightforward. The Arsenal 
centre-back was omitted from the 
squad for the friendlies against the 
USA and Czech Republic in October, 
with Sarina Wiegman citing playing 
time at club level as the issue for 
a number of players left out, but 
Wubben-Moy was then called up 
as areplacement for the injured 
Leah Williamson. 

She then made the squad for 
the November fixtures and the 
Arnold Clark Cup in February but 
was dropped for the Finalissima 
against Brazil in April, only to find 
herself summoned again after an 
injury to Millie Bright. 

At Arsenal, the ride has been 
no smoother, with injuries hitting 
them and ensuring Wubben- 

Moy had a busy and emotionally 
charged end to the season. 

“In a sense, all of those ups and 
downs fuel you even more and 
should help you when it comes to 
playing in the tournament,” she 
says. “Anyone who has been part 
of it knows the highs are so high 
and the lows are so low and being 
able to get through to the end of the 
tournament you need to be able to 
weather adversity. 

“Everything I’ve been through 
this year and been through on 
behalf of my teammates is only 
going to help me. I know how 
to weather those storms and 
somewhat feel privileged to be 
able to go through highs and lows 
like that, that not everyone can go 
through. If you spin it and look at it 
in that sense that can only help. 

“Injuries, selection, not 
selection, it’s part of top-level 
performance sport and everyone in 
this room will have been through 
something like that on their 
journey whether you like it or not.” 

As at the start of the season with 
Arsenal, Wubben-Moy is having 
to bide her time with England. Her 
clubmate Williamson is missing 


with an anterior cruciate ligament 
injury and Bright is returning from 
aknee injury, but Wubben-Moy has 
still been on the bench waiting. She 
has been an unused substitute in 
four of six England games this year, 
playing nine minutes in the 6-1 
defeat of Belgium and 27 minutes 
of the 2-1 win against Italy, both in 
the Arnold Clark Cup. Jess Carter 
and Esme Morgan have started 
alongside Williamson, Bright or 
Alex Greenwood - Wiegman’s 
favoured centre-back options. 

Wubben-Moy is ready to step up 
when called upon but is not setting 
personal targets, at least when it 
comes to playing time. “I’m not 
naive to the fact that the minutes 
I’ve got this year with England 
haven’t been massive, so my focus 
on this tournament is to enjoy it, 
get the most out of it and ideally 
give the most of myself,’ she says. 

With the starting left-back at 
Euro 2022, Rachel Daly, having 
earned the Women’s Super League 
golden boot with Aston Villa 
and the No9 shirt for England, 
there is even more upheaval at 
the back. Are they doing more to 
build defensive connections in the 
pre-tournament camps? “We had 
the prep game, the send-off game 
{against Portugal], back in England, 
and everyone has been super-open 
about the fact that that game was 
about building connections and 
we continue to build upon that,’ 
says Wubben-Moy. 

“There’s no greater practice 
than playing a friendly game like 
that. The Canada game [on Friday, 
behind closed doors] is another 
chance to look at how best we can 
build those connections. These few 
days [on the Sunshine Coast] have 
been about leading in, to get back 
playing, so there hasn’t necessarily 
been anything focused, but the 
classroom is our oyster. We’re able 
to go through clips, which we’ve 
done after the Portugal game and in 
that sense the buildup defensively 
is pretty straightforward for us.” 

The difference between 
preparations for the World Cup 
and European Championship is the 
need to step up a gear. “The focus, 
the desire, the intensity, it’s all 
taken a step up and that’s what Pd 
expect really,” Wubben-Moy says. 

“We’ve come off the back ofa 
Euros, won that, and it’s not acase 
of settling on that. I don’t think this 
team knows how far we can go.” 


The Guardian Wednesday 12 July 2023 


Sport 
Football 


Club formerly known as Total 
Network Solutions dominate 
domestically but are keen to 
make next step up in Europe 


| e want to 
be the first 
Welsh club 
to get to 
the group 
stage of 
a European competition, and 
if we do not achieve that in the 
next four to five years we will be 
disappointed,’ the New Saints 
manager, Craig Harrison, says. The 
Welsh champions have won the 
league 14 times in the past 19 years 
and want to take this success into 
continental football. 

TNS face a tough start witha 
Champions League qualifier against 
the Swedish side Hacken, with the 
first leg in Gothenburg tonight. TNS 
are realistic about their chances of 
making it through but know they 
get a second chance in the Europa 
Conference League if the worst 
happens. 

Itisa month since Manchester 
City defeated Internazionale to win 
the Champions League. TNS’s Park 
Hall Stadium, which will have one 
stand open for the second leg while 
anew main stand is constructed, is 
a world away from Istanbul. A tree- 
lined pitch and a disused bowling 
alley inside the main building are 
among its features. 

“It is areal challenge and one 
that is right up there with what you 
can expect in the early stages of 
elite football,” Harrison says. “Iam 
close to 30 matches as manager or 
assistant in European football and 
itis still brilliant, exciting and turns 
you on. If you don’t do your job 
properly, you have the opportunity 
of getting hammered. 

“We are playing against the best 
in Europe; even if it is the early 
stages, it is the elite. Hacken’s 
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A Work goes on to build a new stand at TNS’s Park Hall stadium in Oswestry 


Í UR 
A TNS manager Craig Harrison puts 
his players through their paces 


manager [Per-Mathias Høgmo] 
was an international manager with 
Norway. You are pitting your wits 
against some top-level people.” 

At international level Wales are 
flying, having qualified for two 
European Championships anda 
World Cup in the past decade but 
the domestic game has plenty of 
room for improvement. TNS are 
the only full-time club in the Welsh 
Premier League, which has helped 
them dominate a competition that 
struggles to attract crowds. 

This success has resulted in short 
summers because of European 
football in July but has led to only 
four wins in Champions League 
qualifying ties. They have seen 
off teams from the Faroe Islands, 
Gibraltar, San Marino and Kosovo, 
some of the continent’s minnows, 
a bracket TNS would like to move 
out of. 

European football is important 
to the owner, Mike Harris. Last 
season’s qualifying-round failures 
resulted in the sacking of Anthony 
Limbrick and Harrison’s return 
for a second spell. Harrison will 
take charge of his 15th Champions 
League match against Hacken. 

“Tam very proud of this,” he 
says. “There are better managers 
than me in the Premier League, 
who have greater domestic success, 


but can’t say they have managed in 
the Champions League. The icing 
on the cake would be that holy grail 
of being the first Welsh club to get 
into the group stage of a European 
competition.” 

Adrian Cieslewicz was an 
academy player at City with Ben 
Mee and Daniel Sturridge. He 
has been at TNS for nine years, 
so knows his way around the 
European qualifiers, once facing 
his brother, Lukasz, when B36 
Torshavn were brushed aside in 
2015. “Icould say playing Flint 
away is not very appealing but 
when you get Champions League 
football at the end of the season, 
it was definitely a big factor in 
me joining,” Cieslewicz says. 
“European competitions are the 
main aim.” 

The owner’s passion is reaching 
Europe and he is proud the club 
have played in a continental 
competition every year since the 
turn of the millennium, albeit 
without taking the next step. Ties 
against Manchester City, in 2003, 
and Liverpool in 2005 live long 
in his memory. The walls at Park 
Hall are adorned with photos and 
pennants from their European 
nights, some played under their 
previous name of Total Network 
Solutions. 


NS are not particularly 
popular within the 
Welsh league because 
of their dominance. 
Last season, they 
scored 112 goals in 
32 matches and ended 22 points 
clear of second-placed Connah’s 
Quay. Despite their success, no one 
from the club secured a manager 
or player-of-the-month award. 
Their ground is situated over the 
border in Oswestry, England, 
where attendances average fewer 
than 300. “It’s about achieving 
success, it’s not about the money,” 
Harris says. “I really enjoy football 
and pushing the club forward. 
As muchasitisa real privilege to 
represent Wales each year, I am 
hoping the standard across the 
whole of the league comes up.” 

If TNS reach the group stage, 
it would be good news for the 
league because it brings a windfall 
from Uefa. Greater investment of 
finance and expertise is needed 
to boost the game in Wales. 

Latvia, Liechtenstein, Kosovo 

and Lithuania had a team in last 
season’s Europa Conference League 
group stage and these are the 
countries Harris believes Wales 

can emulate. 

“This isn’t a five-year journey; 
it could be a multi-generational 
one to enthuse the Welsh public 
that they have a product they can 
believe in,” Harris says. “Currently 
they do not believe in their 
domestic product - there is a big job 
to be done. Whether they support 
ateam in England is by-the-by. We 
would like to hope over a period of 
time they could lock into their own 
domestic clubs to give them reward 
for supporting the sport and believe 
the product is good enough ata 
national level.” 

It may be a long-term project but 
the next steps start in Gothenburg - 
perhaps it will end with dancing in 
the streets of The New Saints. 


Reports of 
discrimination 
at record high, 
says Kick It Out 


Andy Hunter 


Kick It Out received a record 1,007 
reports of discriminatory behaviour 
last season, an alarming rise of 
65.1% on 2021-22, the organisation 
has revealed. 

The total for the 2022-23 season 
covers the professional game, grass- 
roots and non-league football plus 
social media but represents only “a 
snapshot of what is happening across 
the game”, according to Kick It Out’s 
chief executive, Tony Burnett. He 
has called fora centralised reporting 
system and for clubs, leagues and 
governing bodies tobe forced to share 
their reporting data. 

Racismremains the most common 
form of discrimination in professional 
and grassroots football, accounting 
for 49.3% of all reports. The biggest 
increase by discrimination type 
last season concerned sexism and 
misogyny, with reports rising 400%. 
That figure includes a rise in online 
abuse towards female players and 


supporters, from one report in 
2021-22 to 46 last season. Online 
abuse rose overall by 279%, with 281 
reports compared with 74 in 2021-22. 

Faith-based discrimination 
decreased slightly owing to a 29.5% 
drop in reports of an antisemitic 
nature, although Islamophobia and 
sectarian chanting were up in the 
professional game by 300% and 
15.8% respectively. There was also 
a threefold increase in the number 
of reports of disability-based abuse 
within the professional game. 

Burnett said: “Our figures provide 
a snapshot of what is happening 
across the game, but we still don’t 
know the full picture because clubs, 
leagues and governing bodies aren’t 
currently mandated to share their 
reporting data. 

“This underscores why football 
urgently needs a centralised report- 
ing mechanism tocollate and monitor 
reports. Only once that happens can 
we understand the full extent of the 
problem within football and tackle it 
with the full force of the sport.” 


‘Our figures 
provide asnapshot 


... we don't know 
the full picture’ 


Tony Burnett 
Kick It Out chief executive 


Football 
In brief 


‘Tottenham 
Free agent Solomon 


joins on five-year deal 


Tottenham have confirmed the 
free-agent signing of the Israel 
winger Manor Solomon. The 
23-year-old was contracted to 
Shakhtar Donetsk until the end of 
this year but he has been allowed 

- under a Fifa rule - to walk away 
from the deal. The governing body 
introduced the measure for all 
Ukraine-based players after the 
invasion of their country by Russia. 
Spurs will pay compensation to 
Shakhtar but it is understood that 
the bulk of it will be provided by 
Fifa. Solomon, who scored five 
goals in 24 appearances on loan at 
Fulham last season, has signed a 
five-year contract. Spurs remain 
confident of closing a deal for the 
£30m-rated Wolfsburg centre-half 
Micky van de Ven. David Hytner 


Evergreen Young swaps 
Villa Park for Goodison 


Ashley Young is poised to join 
Everton as a free agent. The 
38-year-old is in line to become 
Sean Dyche’s first signing since 

he took over in January. Young 
started 23 games for Aston Villa last 
season but has been released after 
two years there. He has played 17 
consecutive seasons of top-flight 
football since winning promotion 


: Manor Solomon 


: from the Championship with 
: Watford in 2006. Fabrizio Romano 


: Chelsea 
: Striker Fofana loaned 
: to Union Berlin 


: David Datro Fofana has joined 

: Union Berlin on loan for the 

: 2023-24 season. The Ivory Coast 

: international signed for Chelsea 

: from Molde in January but started 
: only one game. Union, who do 

: not have an option to buy Fofana, 

: have qualified for the Champions 

: League. Fabrizio Romano 


: Maresca brings in City’s 
_ Doyle for the season 


: Leicester’s new head coach, Enzo 

: Maresca, has used his contacts at 

: Manchester City to agree a deal to 

: sign Callum Doyle on aseason’s 

: loan. Maresca, who worked asa 

: first-team coach to Pep Guardiola 

: last season, has moved for Doyle to 

: further strengthen his defence after 
: the arrival of the former Wolves 

: captain Conor Coady. Ben Fisher 


t A 
The Israel international 


wears his new colours 
“25 S 
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LIV Golf proposed to bring 


| Sport 


McIlroy and Woods into fold 


© Continued from back page 


LIV model. The presentation also 
floated the concept of male and 
female golfers competing against 
each other in national teams after a 
qualifying event in Saudi Arabia. The 
proposal states Yasir al-Rumayyan, 
the PIF governor, would be handed 
membership of Augusta National and 
the R&A. 

The future looks grim for Greg 
Norman, LIV’s polarising chief 


executive. After berating a generally 
“vacuous, unspecific agreement”, 
Blumenthal said: “We learned what 
is not in the agreement, which may 
be as important as what is explicitly 
there. Very little is explicit. There 
are potential side agreements and 
understandings. 

“Only in the internal documents, 
reviewed by this committee, did we 
learn PGA Tour officials prepared 
a side agreement providing that 
LIV CEO Greg Norman would be 


In News Athletics 


European court rules that Semenya’'s 
human rights were violated Page 9 > 


<PGA Tour 
officials Ron 
Price and Jimmy 
Dunne are 
sworn in before 
testifying at 

the US Senate 


hearing 
PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP 


terminated upon execution of the 
final agreement.” 

That refers to a letter from Ed 
Herlihy, the PGA Tour chairman, on 
24 April. The correspondence asked 
that included in the framework agree- 
ment should be: “The parties hereby 
agree that the services provided by 
Greg Norman and [LIV consultants] 
Performance54 to LIV will cease 
upon the management transition to 
the PGA Tour contemplated by the 
framework agreementand...nolater 
than one month thereafter.” 

With LIV apparently continuing at 
full speed, Norman was in attendance 
for its recent events in Spain and 
England. Norman and Rumayyan 
had been called as senate witnesses 
but cited scheduling conflicts. 


‘The Tour surrendered for Saudi money’ 
Choice cuts from the hearing and court documents 


Senator Blumenthal on golf’s deal 
“The PGA Tour surrendered for the 
Saudi investment of money.” 


The initial contact 

Roger Devlin, a British 
businessman, was rebuffed in an 
attempt to negotiate peace between _ : 
the PGA Tour and Saudi Arabia’s golf : 
wing last December. Devlin revived 
discussions on 14 April, in the week 
following the Masters, and the deal 
was announced on 6 June. 


Senator Blumenthal ona 

late clause aded to the agreement 
“One night before the framework 
agreement between the PIF and the 
PGA tour was signed, the PIF added 
anon-disparagement clause that 
appears to prevent the PGA Tour 
from criticising Saudi Arabia.” 


A Senator Richard Blumenthal 
said the PGA Tour ‘surrendered’ 


A Amanda Staveley’s 
plan involved Tiger 
Woods and Rory McIlroy 
playing for LIV 


The PGA Tour’s Jimmy Dunne on 
the LIV threat in his testimony 

“If LIV takes five of our players a 
year, for five years, they can gut us.” 


: Amanda Staveley’s PCP Capital 
; Partners’ plan for golf, outlined in 
: ameeting on 26 April 


“LIV is proposing that Rory McIlroy 
and Tiger Woods would own teams 
and play in at least 10 LIV events.” 


Statement by Terry Strada, 
national chair of 9/11 Families 
United at the hearing 

“Today we are watching atruly 
bizarre spectacle, as the PGA Tour 
is effectively turning over the game 
of golf to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia.” 


Results and 
cricket scoreboard 


Football 


UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 

First qualifying round: First leg Ballkani 2 Ludogorets 
Razgrad 0; Hamrun Spartans 0 Maccabi Haifa 4; KI Klaksvík 
0 Ferencvarosi 0; Lincoln Red Imps 1 Qarabag 2; Olimpija 
Ljubljana 2 Valmiera 1; Partizani Tirana 1 BATE Borisov 1; 
Rakow Czestochowa 1 Flora 0; Shamrock Rovers 0 
Breidablik 1; Urartu 0 Zrinjski Mostar 1; Zalgiris 0 Struga 0 


Cricket 


LV= INSURANCE COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP 
Division One (second day of four) 


Kent v Warwickshire 

Canterbury Kent (2pts) trail Warwickshire (7) by 323 runs 
with nine second-innings wickets remaining. 

Kent First innings 171 (G Stewart 50; OJ Hannon-Dalby 4-56). 
Warwickshire First innings (overnight 155-2) 

RM Yates not out .... 
AL Davies lbw b Evison... 
*WMH Rhodes c Cox b Qadri .. 
SR Hain c Cox b Singh..... 
J Bethell c Singh b Leaning . 
E Barnard c Cox b Leaning. 
GJ Maxwell c Cox b Quinn 
+MGK Burgess c Finch b Quinn .. 
HJH Brookes not out .. 
Extras (b7, lb3, w2, nb4) 
Total (for 7 dec, 133 overs). a 

Fall cont 174, 225, 225, 349, 457. Did not bat OJ Hannon- 
Dalby, C Rushworth. Bowling Singh 25-5-83-1; Stewart 
18-2-70-0; Evison 12-2-73-1; Quinn 24-7-72-2; 

Qadri 36-3-148-1; Denly 4-0-23-0; Leaning 14-2-70-2. 
Kent Second innings 

T Muyeye b Rushworth... 0 
BG Compton not out .. 
JL Denly not out .. 
Extras (b1, nb8)... 
Total (for 1, 14 overs).. 
Fall 0. To bat *JA Leaning, HZ Finch, tJM Cox, JDM Evison, 
G Stewart, Hamildullah Qadri, MR Quinn, A Singh. 
Bowling Rushworth 5-1-19-1; Hannon-Dalby 5-1-14-0; 
Brookes 3-0-14-0; Yates 1-0-7-0. 


Lancashire v Essex 

Blackpool Lancashire (3pts) trail Essex (1) by 245 runs with 
nine first-innings wickets remaining. 

Essex First innings (overnight 12-1) 

AN Cook c Jennings b Williams 
*T Westley c Jones b Williams. 
DW Lawrence c Bohannon b Bailey. 
MJJ Critchley c Salt b Williams ...... 
PI Walter c Blatherwick b de Grandhomme 
SR Harmer b Bailey ............ 
tWEL Buttleman lbw b Bailey. 
DAJ Bracewell c Vilas b Bailey 
SJ Cook lbw b Bailey 
JA Porter not out . 
Extras (lb5, nb10) 15 
Total (92.2 overs) ... 
Fall cont 20, 21, 55, 210, 275, 275, 275, 281. 
Bowling Bailey 22.2-7-59-6; Williams 24-3-71-3; 


Blatherwick 16-2-67-0; De Grandhomme 18-4-45-1; 
Hartley 12-0-35-0. 

Lancashire First innings 

LWP Wells b Porter. 
*KK Jennings not out 
JJ Bohannon not out . 
Extras (lb4) «0.0.0.2... 
Total (for 1, 14 overs). 
Fall 4. To bat DJ Vilas, RP Jones, tPD Salt, C de Grandhomme, 
TW Hartley, JM Blatherwick, TE Bailey, WSA Williams. 
Bowling Porter 4-1-12-1; SJ Cook 5-2-5-0; 

Harmer 3-0-11-0; DAJ Bracewell 2-0-5-0. 


Middlesex v Northamptonshire 
Northwood Northamptonshire (3pts) trail Middlesex (4) by 
three runs with eight second-innings wickets remaining. 
Northamptonshire First innings 219 

Middlesex First innings (overnight 23-0) 

MD Stoneman b White ... 
E Bamber b Sanderson... 
SD Robson c McManus b Whit 
PJ Malan c McManus b Sanderson.. 
MDE Holden lbw b Keogh.......... 
+JA Simpson c McManus b Taylor.. 
RF Higgins not out ........ 
JM de Caires lbw b Keogh... 
SS Eskinazi c Gay b Taylor.. 
*TS Roland-Jones lbw b Sanderson.. 
TG Helm st McManus b Keogh 
Extras (b6, lb11, w2, nb8) 
Total!(73:2 OVeIS) onn 
Fall 43, 103, 110, 122, 127, 191, 215, 230, 270. 
Bowling Sanderson 20-3-76-3; White 19-4-59-2; 

Taylor 16-3-62-2; Procter 3-1-10-0; Keogh 15.2-2-53-3. 
Northamptonshire Second innings 

R Vasconcelos b Higgins 
EN Gay not out .......... 
J Broad c Simpson b Higgins. 
SM Whiteman not out 
Extras (b1) ............ 
Total (for 2, 25 overs). 
Fall 28, 44. To bat *L Procter, RI Keogh, Saif Zaib, 
+LD McManus, TAI Taylor, BW Sanderson, CJ White. 
Bowling Roland-Jones 7-2-15-0; Helm 6-1-21-0; 
Higgins 7-2-11-2; Bamber 5-2-7-0. 


Somerset v Hampshire 

Taunton Hampshire (3pts) trail Somerset (4) by 442 runs 
with eight first-innings wickets remaining. 

Somerset First innings (overnight 196-5) 

+JEK Rew lbw b Vince 
KL Aldridge c B C Brown b Dawson 
DM Bess c B C Brown b Dawson... 
ARJ Ogborne lbw b Dawson 
JA Brooks lbw b Dawson. 
S Bashir not out ......... 
Extras (b4, lb3, w3, nb12). 
Total (120.1 overs) ........ 
Fall cont 268, 362, 374, 392. Bowling Barker 17-2-83-0; 
Mohammad Abbas 23-2-98-0; Abbott 20-4-56-4; Dawson 38- 
6-118-4; Fuller 16-0-95-0; Organ 4-0-29-0; Vince 2.1-0-14-1. 
Hampshire First innings 


JJ Weatherley b Brooks 0: 
FS Middleton c Umeed b Aldridge . .24 : 
NRT Gubbins not out . 13: 
*JM Vince not out .. 11: 
Extras (b4, lb4, nb2).. .10 : 
Total (for 2, 15 overs). 


Fall 0, 39. To bat tBC Brown, LA Dawson, JK Fuller, 
KHD Barker, FS Organ, Mohammad Abbas, KJ Abbott. 
Bowling Brooks 6-2-20-1; Ogborne 5-1-13-0; 
Aldridge 4-0-17-1. 


Surrey v Nottinghamshire 

The Kia Oval Nottinghamshire (3pts) trail Surrey (3) by 107 
runs with five first-innings wickets remaining. 

Surrey First innings (overnight 339-8) 

J Overton not out 
T Lawes c Moores b James . 
DJ Worrall c Hutton b James. 
Extras (lb13, w1, nb8) .. 
Total (99.2 overs) ...... 
Fall cont 355. Bowling Hutton 16.5-3-63-2; 

Ball 5-0-24-0; Paterson 26-4-95-2; James 24.4-5-74-6; 
Harrison 19.5-1-55-0; Montgomery 7-0-31-0. 
Nottinghamshire First innings 

BT Slater c Latham b Abbott ......... 
*Haseeb Hameed c Sibley b Worrall. 


WA Young not out ............... 106 
JM Clarke c Latham b Overton .. 15 
M Montgomery b Jacks........ -11 


+TJ Moores c Latham b Overton 
BA Hutton not out ..... 
Extras (b8, lb9, nb12) M 
Total (for 5, 78 OVET Siaina iaaa 248 
Fall 27, 161, 186, 227, 246. To bat LW James, CG Harrison, 
JT Ball, D Paterson. Bowling Worrall 18-6-41-1; 

Abbott 19-5-55-1; Clark 14-3-43-0; Lawes 10-0-42-0; 
Overton 12-2-41-2; Jacks 5-0-9-1. 


Division Two (Second day of four) 


Durham v Gloucestershire 

Riverside Durham (3pts) lead Gloucestershire (2) by 117 
runs with two first-innings wickets remaining. 
Gloucestershire First innings (overnight 280-6) 

Zafar Gohar b Raine...... 
J Shaw c Robinson b Carse . 
MD Taylor c Robinson b Carse 
Zaman Akhter not out .. 
D Goodman lbw b Raine 
Extras (b4, lb6, nb14) 
Total (80.3 overs) .. 
Fall cont 302, 302, 316. Bowling Raine 20.3-3-67-2; 
Potts 17-3-69-2; Pretorius 16-1-64-1; Carse 11-0-44-2; 
Parkinson 15-3-59-3; Borthwick 1-0-3-0. 

Durham First innings 
AZ Lees lbw b Taylor... 
MA Jones lbw b Shaw. 


*SG Borthwick c Sub b Shaw -23 
DG Bedingham c Taylor b Goodman . .10 
+0G Robinson c & b Goodman .. 7 
G Clark c Dent b Charlesworth .82 
BA Carse not out........... -60 
BA Raine c Bracey b Taylor. 0 
M Pretorius b Goodman. .39 
MJ Potts not out .... 0 
Extras (lb7, w2, nb4) . .13 


Total (for 8, 91 overs). 433 
Fall 10, 77, 101, 109, 304, 359, 359, 432. To bat MW 
Parkinson. Bowling Taylor 15-1-54-2; Shaw 16-2-84-2; 
Akhter 16-1-74-0; Gohar 17-0-80-0; Goodman 15-1-69-3; 
Price 8-0-41-0; Charlesworth 3-0-23-1; Dent 1-0-1-0. 


Glamorgan v Leicestershire 
Sophia Gardens Glamorgan scored 54 runs for the loss of 
one first-innings wicket against Leicestershire. 
Glamorgan First innings 
Zain-ul-Hassan not out 


*DL Lloyd b Salisbury. 
SA Northeast not out 15 
Extras (lb1) ........... 1 


Total (for 1, 17 overs). 
Fall 10. To bat KS Carlson, WT Root, tCB Cooke, MG Neser, 
T Van der Gugten, JAR Harris, MJ Swepson, JP Mcllroy. 


Bowling Wright 6-1-18-0; Salisbury 6-3-20-1; 
Scriven 4-0-14-0; Parkinson 1-0-1-0. 


Sussex v Derbyshire 

Hove Derbyshire (3pts) trail Sussex (4) by 190 runs with 
seven first-innings wickets remaining. 

Sussex First innings (overnight 376-7) 

FJ Hudson-Prentice not out ... 
A Karvelas c Dal b Scrimshaw... 
JJ Carson c Madsen b Scrimshaw.. 
HB Shipley c Dal b Scrimshaw... 
Extras (lb9, nb18). 
Total (101.2 overs) 
Fall cont 380, 380. Bowling Lakmal 25-2-110-2; 
Conners 18-2-90-0; Dal 9-1-41-0; Thomson 27-5-70-3; 
Reece 6-0-33-0; Scrimshaw 16.2-3-49-5. 

Derbyshire First innings 

HRC Came c Ibrahim b Shipley . 
LM Reece c Alsop b Shipley 


+BD Guest not out ........... a 
WL Madsen c Karvelas b Carson 51 
*JL du Plooy not out. ie 
Extras (b4, lb2, nb8) . x 
Total (for 3, 60 OVEFS).........cccceecseeteeeeeeteteeseteeeeeeeeeee 212 


Fall 12, 61, 142. To bat AT Thomson, GLS Scrimshaw, 

S Conners, RAS Lakmal. Bowling Shipley 11-3-64-2; 
Karvelas 12-4-30-0; McAndrew 11-1-43-0; Hudson- 
Prentice 13-1-33-0; Carson 5-0-16-1; Haines 8-2-20-0. 


Worcestershire v Yorkshire 
Worcester Worcestershire (3pts) trail Yorkshire (4) by 361 
runs with eight first-innings wickets remaining. 
Yorkshire First innings (overnight 154-0) 

A Lyth lbw b Gibbon .. 
FJ Bean lbw b Finch... 
JH Wharton lbw b Waite 
RD Rickelton c Roderick b Waite .. 
GCH Hill c Roderick b Baker.. 


*+JA Tattersall lbw b Finch.. 16 
ML Revis c Waite b Finch... 31 
MD Fisher c Roderick b Finch 2 
BO Coad c Haynes b Gibbon .. Al 
MT Steketee b Finch. 3 


D Moriarty not out ... 
Extras (b1, lb5, nb16) 
Total (92.1 overs) 407 
Fall 177, 222, 234, 275, 315, 327, 330, 399, 406. Bowling 
Leach 22-4-76-0; Gibbon 20-1-101-2; Waite 17-2-49-2; 
Finch 17.1-0-100-5; Baker 15-0-72-1; Libby 1-0-3-0. 
Worcestershire First innings 
+GH Roderick c Bean b Fisher .. 
*JD Libby c Wharton b Coad . 
Azhar Ali not out .. 
JA Haynes not out 
Extras (lb3, nb4)... 
Total (for 2, 13 overs). i 
Fall 11, 15. To bat AJ Hose, EJ Pollock, MJ Waite, J Leach, 
J Baker, AW Finch, BJ Gibbon. Bowling Coad 5-2-9-1; 


Thunder 168-4 (DJS Dottin 54 no). Thunder beat Northern 
Diamonds by six wickets. 

Beckenham South East Stars 290-9 (T Brits 112, KM 
Chathli 71, A Stonehouse 51). Sunrisers 262-7 (CL Griffith 
92, G Scrivens 59; D Gregory 4-26). South East Stars beat 
Sunrisers by 19 runs (DLS Method). 

Newport Southern Vipers 259-7 (GL Adams 94 no). The 
Blaze 260-6 (M Kelly 61, SJ Bryce 52). The Blaze beat 
Southern Vipers by four wickets. 


Cycling 


TOUR DE FRANCE 


Stage 10 (Vulcania-Issoire, 167km): 1 P Bilbao (Sp) Bahrain 
Victorious 3hr 52min 34sec; 2 G Zimmermann (Ger) 
Intermarche-Circus-Wanty; 3 B O'Connor (Aus) AG2R 
Citroen; 4 K Neilands (Lat) Israel-Premier Tech; 5 E Chaves 
(Col) EF Education-Easypost at same time. Selected others: 
33 T Pidcock (GB) Ineos Grenadiers at 2min 53sec; 

36 A Yates (GB) UAE Emirates; 44 S Yates (GB) Jayco-AlUla 
at same time; 58 J Shaw (GB) EF Education-EasyPost at 
3min 17sec 


Overall standings: 1 J Vingegaard (Den) Jumbo-Visma 
42hr 33min 13sec; 2 T Pogacar (Svn) UAE Emirates at 
17sec; 3 J Hindley (Aus) Bora-hansgrohe at 2min 40sec; 

4 C Rodriguez (Sp) Ineos Grenadiers at 4min 22sec; 

5 P Bilbao (Sp) Bahrain Victorious at 4min 34sec. Selected 
others: 6 A Yates (GB) UAE Emirates at 4min 39sec; 

7 S Yates (GB) Jayco-AlUla at 4min 44sec; 8 T Pidcock (GB) 
Ineos Grenadiers at 5min 26sec; 64 J Shaw (GB) EF 
Education-EasyPost at 1hr 15min 34sec 


Fixtures 


Football 

Uefa Champions League 

First qualifying round: First leg Astana v Dinamo Tbilisi 
(3pm); BK Häcken v The New Saints (6pm); Farul Constanta 
v Sheriff Tiraspol (6.30pm); HJK Helsinki v Larne (5pm); 
Slovan Bratislava v Swift Hesperange (7.30pm) 

Uefa Europa Conference League 

First qualifying round: First leg F91 Dudelange v St Patrick's 
(6.30pm); B36 Torshavn v Paide Linnameeskond (7pm) 
Rugby league 

Holden State of Origin 

Game three New South Wales v Queensland (11.05am) 
Cricket 

First Women’s One-Day International 

England v Australia, Bristol (1pm) 

First Men's Test Match (first day of five) 

West Indies v India, Roseau (3pm) 

Third Women’s Twenty20 International 

Sri Lanka v New Zealand, Colombo (5.30am) 


Greg Wood's racing tips 


Fisher 6-1-26-1; Revis 2-0-8-0. 

THIRD MEN'S ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL 

Chattogram Bangladesh 129-3 (Litton Das 53 no). 
Afghanistan 126 (Azmatullah Omarzai 56; Shoriful Islam 
4-21). Bangladesh beat Afghanistan by seven wickets. 
SECOND WOMEN’S TWENTY20 INTERNATIONAL 

Mirpur India 95-8. Bangladesh 87. India beat Bangladesh by 
eight runs. 

RACHAEL HEYHOE FLINT TROPHY 


Solihull Central Sparks v Western Storm. No result. 
Match abandoned without a ball bowled 


Gosforth Northern Diamonds 167 (ND Dattani 4-16). 


Yarmouth 1.45 Prisha 2.20 Good Humor 2.50 Harvanna 
3.20 Sun Festival 3.50 Fillyfudge 4.20 Cariad 

4.55 Level Up 

Catterick 2.40 Newport Bay 3.10 Travel Candy 

3.40 Platinum Girl 4.10 Cold Henry 4.40 Barrolo 

5.10 King Of Europe 5.45 Liberty Breeze 

Lingfield 3.00 Ticket To Alaska 3.30 Kanuhura 

4.00 Doddie’s Impact 4.30 States 5.05 Ivory Madonna 
5.40 Skalllywag Bay 

Kempton 6.00 Tequilamockingbird 6.30 Works Of Art 
7.00 Lion's Pride 7.30 Wholeofthemoon 8.00 Streetstorm 
8.30 Los Camachos (nap) 9.00 Wizarding 

Bath 6.10 Lailah 6.40 Mintana 7.10 Fair And Square 
7.40 Zaraza 8.10 The Jackler 8.45 Galactic Glow (nb) 
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England aim to 
lift Bairstow's 
confidence for 
Old Trafford 


A i Martin 


England will look to pump Jonny 
Bairstow’s tyres up before the fourth 
Ashes Test at Old Trafford next week, 
after keeping faith with the under-fire 
wicketkeeper in an unchanged squad. 
Bairstow’s role behind the stumps 
has come under increasing scrutiny 
during this impossibly tight series, 
with three dropped catches in the 
three-wicket win against Australia 
at Headingley furthering fears that 
the dual role is too great a burden so 
soon after his broken leg last year. 
However, having clawed theseries 


A Jonny Bairstow’s wicketkeeping 
has been under increasing scrutiny 


Sport 
Cricket 


scoreline back toa 2-1 deficit with two 
Tests to play, Ben Stokes and Brendon 
McCullum have opted to work on 
Bairstow’s confidence rather than 
send for Surrey’s Ben Foakes. The 
question now, as England try to set 
up a grand finale at the Oval, is who 
bats where and which seamer comes 
into the bowling attack. 

As was the case last week, when 
Ollie Pope was ruled out of the sum- 
mer with a dislocated shoulder, no 
extra batting cover has been added 
beyond the unused Dan Lawrence. 
Harry Brook moved to Pope’s No 3 
berth in the first innings in Leeds, 
before Moeen Ali volunteered for 
the role in the day-four run chase and 
Brook returned to his preferred No5. 

Moeen has told the management 
he is ready to repeat this, booking 
additional net sessions against the 
new ball during the nine-day break. 
Stokes and McCullum - England’s 
captain and head coach - have a 
decision to make with Brook’s move 
away from the new ball helping the 
24-year-old right-hander to hit a 
match-winning 75 on Sunday. 

Ollie Robinson has been retained 
in the squad despite back spasms on 
day one at Headingley that left him 
apassenger in the main. Butit would 
represent a risk to play him again so 
soon, with Jimmy Anderson and Josh 
Tongue seemingly vying forthe final 
place if England stick to five bowlers. 
England squad for the fourth Ashes Test Ben Stokes (c), 
Moeen Ali, Jimmy Anderson, Jonny Bairstow (wkt), 

Stuart Broad, Harry Brook, Zak Crawley, Ben Duckett, 


Dan Lawrence, Ollie Robinson, Joe Root, Josh Tongue, 
Chris Woakes, Mark Wood. 


Australia ponder 
balance of side 
for fourth Test 


Geoff Lemon 


Andrew McDonald, the Australia 
men’s head coach, has said all options 
are on the table when it comes to 
selection for the fourth Ashes Test 
in Manchester - but, with nine days’ 
break after an intense few weeks, the 
first priority isa breather for the team. 

Australia’s players will scatter 
across the UK and Europe for a few 
days ofrest and recreation. They will 
return to camp from 14 to 16 July. 
The break means Josh Hazlewood’s 
return to the bowling lineup is all 
but guaranteed, with Scott Boland 
likely to make way, while McDonald 
said Marnus Labuschagne’s series of 
unconverted starts still demonstrated 
histechnique wasup to the challenge. 


The bigger question is how to 
accommodate Mitchell Marsh, after 
adominant century while filling in for 
the briefly injured Cameron Green, 
and whether that might be as a make- 
shift opener replacing David Warner. 
It hasn’t been ruled out. 

“[Marsh] did pretty well down the 
middle order,” McDonald said. “To 
put him up to open in English condi- 
tions would probably be something 
we haven’t discussed yet. 

“You’ve also got to reflect on what 
the opening partnership’s been able 
to do across the six innings and 
there’s been three 50-plus partner- 
ships. Albeit it didn’t function to its 
level [in the third Test], in some ways 
it’s done well so far in this series.” 

More likely, Marsh will keep the 
No 6spot ahead of Green for the time 
being. “[He] was positive, showed 
great intent and he’s a fine player 
of the short ball?’ McDonald said. “I 
thought he was impressive with the 
ballas well. There’s not a straightfor- 
ward answer really. Cameron Green is 
important to the structure of the team 
as well, with his all-round capabilities 
... we’ve got a decision to make.” 


All-rounder feared his Test 
chances were gone but he has 
become central to England's 
hopes ofa series turnaround 


ad bad light not 
intervened at the 
Oval 10 years ago to 
a chorus of dismay, 
Chris Woakes might 
well have tasted the 
high of hitting the winning runs in 
an Ashes Test before last Sunday. 

But his Test career since that 
thwarted run chase on debut in 
2013, one that has coincided with 
those of Jimmy Anderson and 
Stuart Broad, plus the mighty 
Ben Stokes in the all-rounder 
stakes, has required a good deal 
of patience along the way; one of 
the many virtues that had so many 
rooting for the Brummie Botham 
at Headingley. 

Those scenes, as Woakes crashed 
Mitchell Starc square for four to 
secure England’s three-wicket 
win, also rewarded the nostalgists 
among them; the Western Terrace 
rising as one - bar the pockets 
of green and gold - and Nasser 
Hussain calling the slow-motion 
replay just as he did for Stokes in 
2019. “I felt a tiny bit how [Ben] 
felt at Headingley last time round,” 


Woakes said. “It was just amazing 
to get over the line and beat them.” 

In the general delight ata 
spellbinding series being still 
alive going into the fourth Test at 
Old Trafford next week, it is easy 
to forget this six-wicket, 42-run 
outing was a first for Woakes in the 
so-called “Bazball” era. Indeed, 
despite that Dukes ball specialism 
- now 100 wickets at 22 runs apiece 
at home - he had started to wonder 
ifthe role of drinks waiter would be 
his lot this summer, having missed 
the 2022 season witha knee injury. 

“It’s quite emotional,” he said. 
“You sometimes think the ship has 
sailed, of course you do. Especially 
when the team was going so well 
last summer and I wasn’t involved. 
But I made a big decision at the 
start of summer not to go to the 
Indian Premier League and it’s 
days like this that make that sort of 
decision pay off, comfortably. 

“The feeling of that roar, the 
Western Terrace going mad. Maybe 
it would have been better if I was 
doing it in front of the Hollies Stand 
[at Edgbaston, his home ground]. 
But it’s pretty special. If you could 
bottle that up for ever and come 
back to it, you would.” 


A Chris Woakes waited for a chance in the Ashes and seized it at Headingley 
RICHARD HEATHCOTE/GETTY IMAGES 


Woakes fancied his performance 
“got the rewards it deserved”, 
but that is as far as the ego goes. 
He could easily swagger about 
with two World Cup winners’ 
medals, but he remains remarkably 
modest. Even that nod to the IPL 
highlights a Twenty20 career on 
his own terms; Woakes has been 
there, bought the holiday cottage 
and honed his skills with typical 
professionalism, but England has 
always been No 1. 

This probably goes back to 
the 16-year-old Warwickshire 
academy kid who was starry- 
eyed while dutifully helping 
the ground staff with the covers 
during Edgbaston’s famous 2005 
Ashes Test. Eighteen years on, the 
next few days are a case of being 
rested and massaged like a wagyu 
cow before Old Trafford, he and 
his carpool buddy, Mark Wood - 
13 wickets and 92 runs between 
them in Leeds - now central to 
hopes of a full-blown turnaround. 


t34and 33 

respectively, they 

also make up what is 

a seasoned bowling 

stable in this England 

squad. Anderson is 
41 this month, Broad just turned 
37, while Moeen Ali is 36. Josh 
Tongue, 24, isan ambitious new kid 
who will swap Worcestershire for 
Nottinghamshire’s Test facilities 
next winter, while Ollie Robinson, 
29, appears to have slipped back 
into a maddening case of a hugely 
talented player not giving himself 
the best chance. 

There is a piece to be 
written about what follows 
the ultra-professional elder 
statesman; whether the English 
system will still produce seamers 
dedicated enough to take the 
harder path to Test recognition. 
Equally, there is another must-win 
Test around the corner, set up by 
a prime example of the qualities 
we're talking about here. 

“It’s always been there,” Woakes 
said, when asked about the 
optimism that has resulted from 
the victory. “In that dressing room 
the beliefis we can win 3-2. But you 
don’t want to look too far ahead, 
you have to play what’s in front 
of you, each ball, each day, each 
session, each Test as it comes. 

“Once you get so close to 
something, it’s hard to get that 
over the line, isn’t it? Pm sure the 
Aussies will be feeling that now. 
We’ve got to turn up in Manchester 
and put in another performance. 
They’re a bloody good side. We’re 
going to have to be at our best to 
beat them again.” 


Rew piles on more runs as Yates 
smashes way to double century 


Tanya Aldred 
Blackpool 


On the runs piled, century 
after century. At Taunton, 
James Rew crafted his maiden 
double hundred, to put on the 


wall alongside his four other 
Championship tons of 2023 - all at 
the tender age of 19. Rew strode 
in with Somerset 41 for four on 
Monday against Hampshire, 

and was last man out just before 
tea yesterday as the scoreboard 
ticked over to 500. An innings of 


patience, sudden changes of pace 
and luck - he was dropped once at 
slip by James Vince - finally came 
acropper to Vince’s medium pace, 
for 221. Rew pulled off his helmet, 
gave his ginger mop a shake, and 
waved his bat to the standing, 
applauding the Taunton faithful - 
952 Championship runs under his 
belt for the summer. He was helped 
along the way by Casey Aldridge, 
ading-dong 54 from Dom Bess, 
temporarily back home, and 44 
by the No 11 and fellow teenager 
Shoaib Bashir. 


There was a maiden double 
century too for Warwickshire’s 
Rob Yates, the 23-year-old who has 
had an up-and-down time since 
his breakthrough year in 2021. An 
innings of 228 not out in nearly nine 
hours included a six that smashed a 
glass panel in Kent’s dressing room. 
Finlay Bean cracked a career- 
best 135, his third hundred of 
the season, helping Yorkshire to 
secure four batting points against 
Worcestershire. He earned arookie 
contract last year on the strength of 
his 441 for the second XI and hasn’t 


looked back. There were hundreds 
also for two of England’s discarded 
men, Alex Lees (10 Tests last year) 
and Tom Westley (five in 2017). 

Lees shot to his third hundred 
in successive Championship 
innings, zipping Durham past 
Gloucestershire’s total. Westley 
held Essex together with his third 
century of the year - his dismissal 
for 135 the catalyst for Lancashire 
taking five for seven runs. New 
Zealand’s Will Young had fun on 
his Nottinghamshire debut with 
106 not out against Surrey. 
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Can cricket crack 


America? New 


T20 league aims! (/// 
to take US 


Major League Cricket's rich 
backers believe they can 
succeed where others failed 
and prosper in US heartlands 


or decades, cricket’s 

powerbrokers have 

dreamed of making it 

big in America. Starting 

tomorrow the grandest, 

richest attempt yet to 
get Americans hooked on cricket 
will begin in a converted baseball 
stadium (capacity: 7,200) on the 
outskirts of Dallas. Major League 
Cricket, as the new competition is 
known, has money: close to $50m 
already spent, with another $130m 
on the way. It has wealthy patrons: 
the Microsoft chief executive, Satya 
Nadella, leads a roll call of leading 
Indian-American tech executives 
who have signed up to throw cash 
at the new venture. 

It has the blessing of an 
International Cricket Council 
desperate to lift its sport’s profile 
in America before the 2024 T20 
World Cup, which will be co-hosted 
by the US and West Indies. It has 
powerful allies: four Indian Premier 
League franchises and two state 
cricket bodies from Australia have 
signed on as either full owners 
or operational partners for the 
league’s six founding teams. Most 
importantly it has players, and 
some extremely capable ones 
at that: sprinkled among the 
little-known local talents the new 
competition features genuine 
stardust in Wanindu Hasaranga, 
Kagiso Rabada, Tim David, and 
Anrich Nortje, among many other 
established T20 internationals who 
have made the trek out to anewly 
completed international-grade 
cricket venue in the suburbs of the 
Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex. 

The history of the flatter- 
batted of the bat and ball sports 
in the US provides some basis for 
caution. Vying with baseball for 
local supremacy in the late 19th 
century, cricket enjoyed a brief 
American “golden age” thanks to 
the exertions of the Philadelphia 
cricket club, once seen as the 
equal of the best international 
teams. But Britain’s late-imperial 
insecurity saw the US frozen out 
of international competition, 
and American cricket went into a 
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rapid and seemingly irreversible 
decline in the years following 
the first world war. Since the 
turn of this century there have 
been failed attempts to launch 
a professional domestic cricket 
league: Pro Cricket, a prototype 
of T20 cricket, played a single 
season in 2004 before folding, 
while the original “Major League 
Cricket”, launched in 2005 with 
the patronage of the West Indian 
greats Clive Lloyd and Desmond 
Haynes, quickly fizzled into 
insignificance. Compounding the 
inauspiciousness of this history 
are the troubles facing USA Cricket. 
The administration and finances 
of cricket’s governing body in 
America are a mess; the previous 
governing body was expelled by the 
ICC in 2017 and USA Cricket has no 
permanent chief executive in place. 
MLC’s organisers recognise 
the road ahead presents some 
obstacles: “We are somewhat 
concerned by and appreciative 
of USA Cricket’s struggles,” says 
Sameer Mehta, one of the league’s 
co-chief executives. But he and his 
fellow founder, Vijay Srinivasan, 
are thinking big. Mehta and 
Srinivasan launched Willow TV, the 
primary streaming app for cricket 
in the US, in the early 2000s, before 
selling it to the Times Group, India’s 
biggest media conglomerate, 
in 2016. With the money and 
connections from that sale they 
have created Major League Cricket, 
and they believe the time is finally 
right for America to fully embrace 
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the sport. Partly this is because of 
the recent “cosmopolitan turn” 
among American sports fans, who 
are now just as likely to tune in 
to the late laps from Monza (the 
“Drive to Survive” effect, let’s call 
it) or Brentford v West Ham as they 
are to enjoy local pro sports. 
Mostly, though, itis a function 
of the growing economic clout 
and cultural self-confidence of 
America’s Indian population 
— almost five million strong, 
fantastically wealthy (at $140,000, 
Indian Americans have the highest 
per capita household wealth of 
any ethnic group in the US), and 
growing rapidly thanks to Silicon 
Valley’s inexhaustible thirst for 
South Asian tech talent. “It’s insane 
how successful this community 
has become so quickly in the last 
couple of decades,” Mehta says. 
“But they haven’t brought their 
culture with them. It’s only recently 
they are flexing their muscles.” 
Major League Cricket looms as 
the Indian American community’s 
next big flex. At times it can feel 
difficult to imagine how this 
experiment might succeed. But 
for MLC, a template of sorts exists. 
From its “anchor” fan base among 


‘At $140,000, Indian 
Americans have the 
highest per capita 
household wealth of 
any group in the US’ 


the country’s Hispanic migrant 
population, Major League Soccer 
has expanded at sucha rate over 
the past two decades that it now 
outranks ice hockey on most 
metrics as America’s fourth most 
popular sport. Cricket is arguably a 
tougher sell to the American public: 
itis played by fewer countries 

at elite level, and the sport’s 

global profusion of formats and 
competitions means cricket lacks 
some of the clarity of football’s 
cultural hierarchy, under which 
Europe’s top domestic leagues 

are unanimously considered the 
pinnacle of competition. 

But MLC’s backers think they can 
win over the US heartland. Mehta 
insists the league is not a play-to- 
win Indian viewership. Teams 
are required to fita minimum of 
nine local players under the squad 
salary cap of $1.15m; up to nine 
overseas players can be selected 
but a maximum of six are allowed 
in each starting XI. Games for the 
inaugural tournament have been 
scheduled mostly at night to cater 
to US viewers, rather than during 
hours more suitable to the TV 
audience in India. 

“Americans don’t like to be 
lectured about a sport that’s being 
played elsewhere,” says Mehta. 
“But if the sport’s being played in 
their country right next tothem, 
they are sports fanatics, they will 
sample anything and everything. 
Our view is that T20 is an amazing 
sport for US consumption and for 
US audiences. 


“Tt fits in with what Americans 
like to consume: it’s three hours 
long, there’s lots of action, it has 
some similarities with baseball 
but then has a lot of compelling 
differences also.” 

The format of the inaugural 
tournament is straightforward: the 
six teams will play each other once, 
and the top four sides will contest 
three qualification and elimination 
games before the final on 30 July. 
Three of the group games willbe 
played at a 3,000-capacity ground 
in North Carolina; the rest at Grand 
Prairie Stadium in Dallas. Major 
League Cricket is promising a 
30-camera, world-class broadcast 
production at both venues for the 
games, which will be shown live 
on Willow TV, with a mainstream 
broadcast partner expected to be 
announced before the opening 
fixture. In future years, Mehta 
hopes, the league will expand to 10 
teams with a longer season. 


he teams for the 
inaugural season seem 
genuinely competitive 
and evenly matched, 
with the possible 
exception of the Seattle 
Orcas, who are likely to depend 
heavily on the fluctuating powers 
of Quinton de Kock. The San 
Francisco Unicorns sport incredible 
hitting strength (Aaron Finch, 
Marcus Stoinis, Matthew Wade), 
while Washington Freedom have 
perhaps the league’s most balanced 
squad, boasting pace (Nortje, 
Marco Jansen), middle-order 
power (Josh Philippe, Moises 
Henriques), and world cricket’s 
best T20 all-rounder (Hasaranga). 
The Los Angeles Knight Riders mix 
T20 A-listers (Adam Zampa, Jason 
Roy), veterans (Martin Guptill), 
exuberantly named locals (Shadley 
van Schalkwyk), and mercurial 
post-international mercenaries 
capable of devastating displays of 
power hitting (Andre Russell, Rilee 
Roussow). The Texas Super Kings, 
meanwhile, are very dependent 
on Du Plessis and an ageing 
Dwayne Bravo. 

Celebrated former players want 
their part of history: Stephen 
Fleming, Lasith Malinga, and Shane 
Watson are all involved in MLC 
as coaches. MI New York boast an 
outstanding bowling attack that 
includes Rabada, Trent Boult, 
and Jason Behrendorff, but its 
crowning glory is Rashid Khan, 
captain of Afghanistan and the 
world’s top-ranked T20 bowler. 
More than two decades since the 
US-led invasion of Afghanistan, 
Major League Cricket presents the 
tantalising prospect of a genuine 
Afghan superstar - aman who grew 
up in the kiln of the US occupation 
and whose family was forced into 
exile for several years during the 
worst of the violence - exhibiting 
his wrist-spinning artistry on an 
American field of play. 

Soma Somasegar, a Seattle-based 
venture capitalist who is one of the 
leading investors in MLC, believes 
in “the potential for the United 
States to become one of the leading 
cricket nations in the world”. 
Measuring that bounding ambition 
against the reality of the league’s 
first tournament should make fora 
fascinating spectacle. 
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Bilbao pays heartfelt 
tribute to Mader 
after winning stage 10 


Issoire 


As he celebrated his first stage win 
in the Tour de France, Pello Bilbao 
pointed initially to the sky and then 
to his heart, in tribute to his former 
Bahrain Victorious teammate Gino 
Mader, who died while descending at 
speed in the Tour de Suisse less than 
amonth ago. 

Bilbao won stage 10 to Issoire after 
outsprinting Georg Zimmermann, 
racing for Intermarché-Circus- 
Wanty. The 33-year-old from Guer- 
nica was the fastest finisher from 
the remnants of a breakaway that 
eventually snuffed out the hopes of 
the lone attacker, Krists Neilands of 
Israel-Premier Tech, in the closing 
moments of the stage. 

Bilbao admitted, however, that 
it had been difficult to suppress his 
feelings as he edged closer to vic- 
tory. “The key today was to control 
my emotions,” he said. 

“The last three weeks have been 
really intense. Today was different. 
I started the stage with clear ideas 
and had the capacity to take con- 
trol in the race. 

“Everybody was on the limit. In 
the last three kilometres, I knew that 
Iwas the fastestin the group, so Ijust 
took responsibility. When I crossed 
the line, I put out all the energy that 
I had inside and remembered the 
reason for this victory,” Bilbao said. 

His win was, he said, “a special 
one, for Gino.” After his victory, an 
air of poignancy hung over the Tour 
convoy. Mader, just 26 when he died, 
had beena good friend to Bilbao, even 
naming his rescue dog “Pello” after 
his Basque teammate. 

When the 2023 Tour had started 
in Bilbao, a huge image of a smiling 
Mader, a dedicated environmentalist, 


gf 
A Pello Bilbao punches the air in 
celebration as he crosses the line 


had been the backdrop to the pres- 
entation of his former team’s riders. 

The death of Mader and the 
sense of loss within the peloton 
continues to be felt deeply, includ- 
ing by the race leader, Jonas Ving- 
egaard. “It’s awful what happened 
in Switzerland,” the Juambo-Visma 
rider said. “It’s sobad thatIcam’teven 
imagine how it must feel. 

“It is so sad. I am feeling with 
them [his teammates] and with 
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Gino’s family as well. I’m happy that 
they’re doing well and that they’re 
doing it for Gino.” 

Bilbao acknowledged the diffi- 
culties he had faced following his 
teammate’s death, including a new 
and unexpected fear of descending. 
“It’s been hard,” he said. “When we 
left the race in Switzerland, every- 
body was affected. 

“The best help was to go home 
and stay with my family and with 
my daughter, because kids don’t fully 
understand these difficult situations. 
With her, it was easier to forget.” 

In what was the first Tour win by 
a Spanish rider for five years, Bilbao 
also leapfrogged into the higher 
reaches of the General Classification. 
Twice fifth overall in the Giro d’Italia, 
heis now fifth overall inthe Tour, just 
12 seconds behind fourth-placed 
Carlos Rodriguez of Ineos Grenadiers. 

“The priority was to fight for the 
stage win,” Bilbao said, “but I have 
made a great jump. Today I spent 
a lot [of energy] but I hope I can 
recover and try to be as competitive 
as possible.” 

As furnace conditions envel- 
oped the Massif Central, the local 
fire services sprayed spectators 
with cold water, and the day’s five 
categorised climbs proved as debili- 
tating as the steepest slopes in the 
Alps or Pyrenees. 

Among those suffering from arude 
awakening, post-rest day, were David 
Gaudu, of the Groupama-FDJ team, 
and his compatriot Romain Bardet, 
riding for DSM-Firmenich. 

Ahead of the main peloton, a 
14-rider group that included Bilbao, 
Zimmermann and Neilands moved 
ahead as temperatures climbed to 
scorching heights. 

The gruelling stage, raced through 
the chain of hills to the south of 
Clermont-Ferrand, was initially ani- 
mated bya frenzy of attacking. Atone 
point a select group, including the 
defending champion, Vingegaard, 
and his closest rival, Tadej Pogacar 
of UAETeam Emirates, slipped away 
from the rest of the peloton. 

That ambush led toa furious chase 
by Tom Pidcock’s Ineos Grenadiers 
team. The main favourites regrouped 
soon after, although the damage had 
already been done to many of those 
struggling to find their legs at the rear 
of the race. 


Sport 
In brief 


FormulaOne 
Ricciardo ‘stoked’ for F1 
return with AlphaTauri 


Daniel Ricciardo, the Red Bull 
reserve driver, has been moved to 
arace seat at AlphaTauri to replace 
the underperforming Nyck de 
Vries, who has been ousted from 
the team. The Australian, who has 
won eight grands prix during his 
career, will take over at AlphaTauri 
with immediate effect and make 
his return to the Formula One grid 
at the next round in Hungary on 23 
July. AlphaTauriis Red Bull’s sister 
team and the move was described 
in a statement as Ricciardo going 
“on loan” to the team for the 


ta M bil F 
: A Daniel Ricciardo will make his 
: Formula One return in Hungary 


: remainder of the 2023 season. “Iam : 
: stoked to be back on track with the 
: Red Bull family,’ the 34-year-old 

: said. Ricciardo has spent two years 
: previously with the AlphaTauri 

: team, when they were known as 

: Toro Rosso, in 2012 and 2013 before 
: he was promoted to Red Bull in 

: 2014. He joined Renault for two 

: seasons in 2019 and then McLaren 

: in 2021 but was let go by the 

: Woking-based team at the end of 

: 2022 after a series of disappointing 
: results. Giles Richards 


NG 


: Fury to face former UFC 
: heavyweight champion 


: The WBC heavyweight champion, 
: Tyson Fury, will take on the former 
: UFC champion Francis Ngannou 

: in Saudi Arabia on 28 October in 

: about under professional boxing 

: rules. The announcement did not 

: specify the contracted number of 

: rounds for the bout, but confirmed 
: it will take place in a boxing ring 

: with ringside judges using the 

: 10-point must system. “This guy is 
: supposed to be the hardest puncher 
: inthe world, but let’s see how he 

: reacts when he gets hit by the big 

: GK [Gypsy King]. I can’t wait to get 
: back out there under the lights,” 

: Fury said ina statement yesterday. 
: Ngannou was stripped of his 

: heavyweight belt after a dispute 

: with UFC and left as a free agent in 
: January. PA Media 


Pau MacInnes 
Wimbledon 


The Harry Styles concert karma 
theory. Elina Svitolina had tickets 
for a Harry Styles concertin 
Vienna last Saturday, but couldn’t 
go because she was shredding 
stereotypes at Wimbledon. Harry 
Styles got in touch on Instagram 
saying: “We have four shows 

to go, you’re welcome at any of 
them.” That number is now down 
to three after victory against Iga 
Swiatek means the gig in Barcelona 
today is out. Make the final and 
Madrid (14 July) goes. Win the 
thing and Lisbon (18th) looks 
shaky too, leaving only Reggio 
Emilia (22nd) up for grabs, if 

rest and recuperation allows. All 
we're saying is there appears to 

be an inverse correlation between 
tennis success and the chances of 
watching style-over-substance 
Styles in the flesh. And in further 
evidence, Jessica Pegula made it to 
a Styles concert in Paris during the 


Harry Styles has invited 
Elina Svitolina to one of his 
gigs but she may be busy ™ 


French Open, lost in the quarter- 
finals and was beaten at the same 
stage at Wimbledon yesterday. 
Might be significant - who knows? 


Blake bigs up Eubanks 

James Blake, the former world No 4 
and not the Mercury music prize 
winner, was back in town to take 
part in the Wimbledon legends 
doubles event. He has been paired 
with Lleyton Hewitt, the guy who 
once accused a line judge of ruling 
in Blake’s favour because both men 
were black, but Blake has long since 
let that slide. “He still practises 
and plays a lot so Pll be looking for 
him to take about 80% of the balls,” 
said Blake, the old charmer, before 
going on to rave about everyone’s 
favourite British middleweight 
near-namesake, Chris Eubanks. 
According to Blake, if Big Chris 
continues to flash his smile around 
SW19 for much longer (he plays 
Daniil Medvedev in the quarters 
today), he’s going to have his name 
in lights by the time of the US Open. 
“TI hope he enjoys being a superstar 
because that is what he is in the 
making,” Blake said, “he might be 
on the side of a bus, he might be up 
on billboards.” Great stuff, but if 
they want to fit him all on, the bus 
will have to be a doubledecker. 


SW19’s numbers game 
Confirmation of what was already 
clear - the crowds are back at 
Wimbledon, baby. In week one 

of the Championships there was 

an aggregate of 293,681 people 
through the gates, up nearly 17,000 
on 277,354 last year. That included 
the biggest opening Monday since 
2015 (you'll recall it was so big 
there were roughly 10,000 people 
in the queue who couldn’t get in). 
The second Monday wasa little 
disappointing with totals showing 
five fewer people made it than on 
the same day last year. This could 
be down to a counting error of 
course, or maybe just five people on 
Novak Djokovic’s entourage who 
assumed his match had finished the 
night before. 


Wimbledon results and today’s order of play 


Men: Singles: Quarter-finals 

J SINNER (It, 8) bt R Safiullin (Rus) 6-4 3-6 6-2 6-2 

N DJOKOVIC (Ser, 2) bt A RUBLEV (Rus, 7) 4-6 6-1 6-4 6-3 
Women: Singles: Quarter-finals 

E Svitolina (Ukr) bt | SWIATEK (Pol, 1) 7-5 6-7 (5-7) 6-2 
M Vondrousova (Cz) bt J PEGULA (US, 4) 6-4 2-6 6-4 
Men: Doubles: Third round 


J MURRAY & M VENUS (GB/NZ, 13) bt H NYS & J ZIELINSKI 
(Mon/Pol, 4) 6-4 6-3 


K KRAWIETZ & T PÜTZ (Ger/Ger, 10) bt S GONZALEZ & 
É ROGER-VASSELIN (Mex/Fr, 5) 6-4 3-6 6-3 


M EBDEN & R BOPANNA (Aus/Ind, 6) & D Pel & R Stalder 
(Neth/US) 7-5 4-6 7-6 (10-5) 


N Lammons & J Withrow (US/US) bt S GILLE & J VLIEGEN 
(Bel/Bel, 12) 6-3 6-4 


W KOOLHOF & N SKUPSKI (Neth/US, 1) bt J Thompson & 
M Purcell (Aus/Aus) 6-3 7-6 (7-3) 


A Behar & A Pavlasek (Uru/Cz) bt N MEKTIC & M PAVIC 
(Cro/Cro, 9) 6-4 3-6 7-5 


M GRANOLLERS & H ZEBALLOS (Sp/Arg, 15) bt 
R Galloway & L Harris (US/SA) 7-6 (7-5) 7-6 (8-6) 


B Stevens & T Griekspoor (Neth/Neth) bt J PEERS & 
M MELO (Aus/Br, 16) 7-5 6-4 


Women: Doubles: Third round 


L Siegemund & V Zvonareva (Ger/Rus) bt C GAUFF & 
J PEGULA (US/US, 2) 6-3 6-3 


E MERTENS & S HUNTER (Bel/Aus, 3) bt M Kolodziejova & 
M Vondrousova (Cz/Cz) w/o 


M Bouzkova & S Sorribes Tormo (Cz/Sp) bt G Minnen & 
A Bondar (Bel/Hun) 6-3 3-6 6-3 


Quarter-finals 


C DOLEHIDE & ZHANG S (US/Chn, 16) bt O Kalashnikova & 
I Shymanovich (Geo/Rus) 6-4 6-1 


: Hsieh SW &B Strycova (Tai/Cz) bt L Stefani & C Garcia (Br/ 
Fr) 7-6 (7-5) 6-4 
; Mixed Doubles: Quarter-finals 


: LKICHENOK & M PAVIC (Ukr/Cro, 7) bt A Danilina & 

$ N Mahut (Kaz/Fr) 6-3 6-4 

: Xu Y & J Vliegen (Chn/Bel) bt Chan L & | Dodig (Tai/Cro) 
! 7-6 (7-4) 6-2 

; A Sutjiadi & M Middelkoop (Ido/Neth) bt M Kostyuk & 

: M Arévalo (Ukr/EIS) 7-5 7-6 (7-5) 


: O Nicholls & J O'Mara (GB/GB) bt M EBDEN & E PEREZ 
: (Aus/Aus, 5) 7-5 7-5 


: ORDER OF PLAY (selected) 

: Centre Court 1.30pm 

| O JABEUR (Tun, 6) v E RYBAKINA (Kaz, 3); 

: C ALCARAZ (Sp, 1) v H RUNE (Den, 6) 

: No1 Court 1pm 

: M KEYS (US, 25) v A SABALENKA (Blr, 2); 

$ D MEDVEDEV (Rus, 3) v C Eubanks (US) 

: No2Court 11am 

: S HUNTER & E MERTENS (Aus/Bel, 3) v N Bains & 

: M Lumsden (GB/GB); K KRAWIETZ & T PÜTZ (Ger/Ger, 10) 
: v J MURRAY & M VENUS (GB/NZ, 13); M Bouzkova 

:  & S Sorribes Tormo (Cz/Sp) v L Siegemund & V Zvonareva 
: (Ger/Rus) 

: No3 Court 11am 

$ N Lammons & J Withrow (US/US) v M GRANOLLERS & 

| H ZEBALLOS (Sp/Arg/15); W KOOLHOF & N SKUPSKI (Neth/ 
: GB, 1) v A Behar & A Pavlasek (Uru/Cz); M PAVIC & 

| LKICHENOK (Cro/Jpn, 7) v J O'Mara & O Nicholls (GB/GB) 
> Court12 11am 

: TGriekspoor & B Stevens (Neth/Neth) v R Bopanna & 

| M Ebden (Ind/Aus, 6) 

: Court 18 11am 

: M Middelkoop & A Sutjiadi (Neth/Ido) v J Vliegen & Xu YF 


(Bel/Chn) 
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Safer bathing 
from the 
mobility experts 


> 


Slip-resistant surfaces 


“My husband and | would like to thank you for the superb 
4 makeover. We are delighted with your service” 
Stylish folding seat Mr & Mrs R Pleasants 


At Premier Care, our extensive range of stylish Premier Care in Bathing - the UK’s 
easy-access showers and walk-in baths have been 8 

designed to give people with increasing mobility No. 1 for stylish wet rooms, easy 
issues the confidence to bathe safely and securely in access showers and walk-in baths 


style and comfort. 


Our all-inclusive service means we take care of everything, 
from design through to expert installation by one of our For your FREE brochure 
skilled teams. We even clean up after ourselves. All you call us today: 

need do is enjoy your new bathroom. 


E iesieDnenonees 0800 988 4233 


bathroom and your life. Ref PCH433 


™ Peace of mind - helping tens of thousands 
of people for over 30 years. * Call 0800 988 4233 for more details 


Y e r Care 


in Bathing 
www.premiercareinbathing.co.uk 
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Svitolina marches 
on by stunning 
helpless Swiatek 


Iga Swiatek 572 


Poland, 1 


766 


Elina Svitolina 


Ukraine 


Wimbledon 
| 


f. 

Nearly two hours into her second 
quarter-finalin as many majors back 
after maternity leave, Elina Svito- 
lina had done everything she could. 
Faced with the challenge of contain- 
ing the best player in the world, the 
Ukrainian worked Iga Swiatek like 
the veteran she is, pressuring her in 
the decisive moments and offering 
up minimal mistakes. But as she led 
4-1in the second-set tie-break, the 
Pole pulled offa remarkable escape. 

Still, Svitolina never panicked. 
Over the course of her 13-year career 
she has won nearly 450 matches and 
beaten the best players of her era. 
There is nothing she knows more 
aboutin this world than howto battle 
through atennis match, and she used 
her vast experience to recover: 41 
minutes later, the 28-year-old pulled 
off one of the best wins of her career 
by defeating the top seed7-5, 6-7 (5), 
6-2 toreturn tothe Wimbledon semi- 
finals, which she last graced in 2019, 
when she lost to Simona Halep. 

So soon into this delirious come- 
back the wildcard has now equalled 
her best showing at a grand slam and 


A Iga Swiatek shows her frustrations 
as she is defeated on Centre Court 


this enormous win marks her first vic- 
tory against atop-eight player at one 
of the year’s majors. She will next face 
Marketa Vondrousova, who defeated 
Jessica Pegula, the fourth seed, 6-1, 
2-6, 6-4. 

“At the beginning of the tourna- 
ment, ifsomeone would have told me 
that I was gonna be in the semi-final 
and beat the world No 1, I would say 
that they’re crazy,’ Svitolina said. 

The pair had reached the last 
eight after being the main protago- 
nists in one of the most spectacular 
days of tennis this year. In Swiatek’s 
fourth-round match against Belinda 
Bencic, the No 14 seed, the former 
survived after facing two match 
points. At that same moment, Svito- 
lina was deep intoa brutalbattle with 
Victoria Azarenka, fighting back from 
4-7 down in the third-set tie-break 
before sealing the victory with an ace. 

While the Pole led by a break here 
for much of the first set, she never 
looked comfortable and she strug- 
gled to control her leaking fore- 
hand. When she attempted to serve 
out the first set, Svitolina sensed 
that her opponent was vulnerable 
and pounced, moving closer to the 
baseline and attacking. The No 1 
seed instantly crumbled. From 5-3 
up, Swiatek conceded the final four 
games of the set, largely in a shower 
of forehand errors. During the break 
at the set’s end, the roof was closed 
as rain began to fall. 

After the 22-year-old Pole barely 
hung on in the second set to forcea 
tie-break, Svitolina then took con- 
trol of it, slamming down an ace to 
lead 4-1. With her back to the wall, 
the winner of four slams responded 
with a brilliant last stand, demolish- 
ing her groundstrokes as she struck 
five winners in the last seven points 
to force a third set. 

After such a big missed opportu- 
nity many great players would have 
fallen away, but Svitolina shrugged 
off her disappointment. She saved 
her best tennis for that decisive set, 


A Elina Svitolina, a Wimbledon 
wildcard, in action during her 
quarter-final win over the world No1 
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l counterpunching brilliantly while 


also serving welland steppinginside 
the baseline to play the type of fear- 
less, attacking tennis that had eluded 
her in her youth. She broke serve 
twice in the third set before serving 
outa monumental victory. 

“I dopt know what is happening 
right now in my head,” she said court- 
side immediately after the match. 

With the victory, one of the most 
spectacular recent comebacks con- 
tinues. Since giving birthin Octoberto 
her daughter, Skai, she has returned 
refreshed, playing with a level of 
freedom that she simply could not 
draw upon at her previous peak. 

Throughout her career, the 


Ukrainian was known to struggle at 
the grand slams, even as she reached 
No 3 and racked up WTA 1000 titles 
against the very same players all year. 
She already looks even better than at 
her peak. 

“It’s different right now,” the 
wildcard said. “Right now I just say 
to myself I think it’s less years that I 
have in front than behind me. Ihave 
to go for it. I don’t have time to lose 
any more. I don’t know how many 
years I will be playing.” 

That shift is evident in her style 
of play, still a defence-first counter- 
puncher who patiently waits for 
her opportunities to attack, but a 
player who is completely unafraid 


Vondrousova credits call with 
husband after upsetting Pegula 


Jessica Pegula 464 


United States, 4 


Marketa Vondrousova 6 2 6 
Czech Republic 


Wimbledon 


Marketa Vondrousova revealed that 
aphonecall with her husband helped 
turn the tidein anintense tussle with 
Jessica Pegula, as the Czech claimed 
a place in the semi-finals. 


Two players who had never met 
before produced a contest that will 
bolster the reputations of both. It 
was deserving of the rapt attention 
it received from the No1 Court crowd. 

While each player had periods of 
dominance, one key moment came 
off the court, when rain forced the 
roof to be closed with Vondrousova 
3-1 down in the third set. 

When play resumed the 24-year- 
old former French Open finalist 
broke the No 4 seed twice to decide 
the match 6-4, 2-6, 6-4. Vondrousova 
said she had used the break to call her 


husband, and that the conversation 
restored her confidence. 

“I was alone in the waiting room 
{during the break]”, Vondrousova 
said. “I chatted a bit with my hus- 
band. We talked on the phone. He just 
said: ‘Try to fight. You are playing a 
great match?” 

The lack of previous encounters 
made this match difficult to predict, 
anda contrast of styles only compli- 
cated matters. Pegula is in her own 
wordsa “tough out”, astrong player 
on the defensive. Vondrousova is 
more mercurial, with what some say 
isthe best drop-shot on the women’s 
tour. But both were forced to adapt 
in an attempt to get ahead. 

There were five breaks of serve in 
the first set alone as first Pegula and 
then Vondrousova (then bothinturn 


again) took charge. Pegula’s rhythm 
at first appeared too much, only for 
Vondrousova to mix things up, drag- 
ging the American off the baseline. 
The second set turned all that on 
its head. For starters, just one player 
was dominant, Pegula breaking 
Vondrousova twice in 32 minutes. 
Secondly it saw a reversal of tactics; 
Pegula braver on her forehand, but 
also regularly attacking the net. 
Pegula carried that powerful form 
over into the third, and at 2-1 up she 
put pressure on Vondrousova’s serve. 
There appeared only one winner, 
only for a representative of the All 
England Club to appear on court. 
On returning to play after some 20 
minutes, Pegulaheld her first service 
game, but something had changed. 
Vondrousova was suddenly hitting 
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to attack when those opportuni- 
ties arise. It is even reflected in 
the way she marches around the 
court during these matches, always 
ona mission. 

At the beginning of the tourna- 
ment, she explained she spends every 
moment off the court monitoring the 
situation in Ukraine, checking in on 
the well-being of her family, friends 
and her foundation’s work, that every 
day is aheavy day for her. 

Still, she has been able to channel 
these difficulties into her tennis, each 
decision on the court imbued with 
an even greater meaning, and even at 
atime of war for her compatriots, she 
keeps on moving forward. 


the ball as fiercely as she had at any 
point. “I just tried to hit harder”, as 
she putit afterwards. “Theslow balls, 
they don’t really work. I just said to 
myself, see what happens.” Again it 
appeared tactics had switched, the 
Czech penning in her opponent. At 
4-2, on her serve, Pegula tried a first 
lob of the match to get Vondrousova 
off her back. It was read and dis- 
patched and Pegula was broken. 
The finest game of the match came 
at 4-4, astring of highly competitive 
points in which both players threw 
everything they had into the contest. 
Ironically it was Pegula who won 
most of the rallies, having struggled 
earlier, but a big point would be fol- 
lowed by a weak one and Vondrou- 
sova cashed in to break again. She 
then stepped up, and served out. 


In News John QuackEnroe 
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Djokovic recovers from setback to 
blow away Ramboesque Rublev 


Andrey Rublev 6143 
Russia, 7 

Novak Djokovic 4666 
Serbia, 2 

Hannah Jane Parkinson 
Wimbledon 


When Novak Djokovic stepped on to 
Centre Court yesterday afternoon, he 
had not lost on its grass in just over 
10 years; 43 consecutive matches, 
3,655 days. That’s 13 consecutive 
pregnancies. It’s the average life 
span of a goat. It’s almost as long as 
Rafa Nadal takes between points. 
It is, frankly, absurd and one of the 
greatest achievements in sport. 

Well, make that 3,656 days. 
Because, by the time the seven-time 
Wimbledon winner was returning 
the crowd’s applause and shak- 
ing the umpire’s hand, his record 
stood intact. He beat the No 7 seed, 
Andrey Rublev, 4-6, 6-1, 6-4, 6-3 in 
a high-quality match of multiple 
extended rallies and showmanship. 

The Russian, a player with a huge 
first serve and dangerous forehand, 
has exploded into form, winning 
his first Masters 1000 title in an 
emotional Monte Carlo final in April. 
But he has always found Djokovic a 
tricky competitor. In the four times 
thetwo have played, the Serb has won 
three times in straight sets. Rublev 
did, however, beat an out-of-sorts 
Djokovic on the latter’s home turf 
(or home clay) in Belgrade. 

This quarter-final was a competi- 
tive bout. The first real moment of 
jeopardy came in the sixth game, 
Djokovic earning two break points 
off a back-behind forehand. The 
Serb showed his frustration when 
his opponent saved both, and then 


| ihe 
7 / 
Andrey Rublev slumped # ” y 
in the second set after } 
winning the opener Bi 


another, with a 96mph forehand. A 
lengthy rally full of zipping ground- 
strokes, bullet-fast backhands and 
rapid forecourt reflexes wowed the 
crowd. 

At 4-4 it was the reigning cham- 
pion’s turn to be in trouble, as a 
smacked return from Rublev brought 
his own chance to break. Hetookit, to 
lead 5-4. The Russian pumped his fist. 
There wasa brief jitter on his serve at 
30-30 but he wrapped it up 6-4. 


Men's draw 


C Alcaraz Sp 1 


HRuneDen6 `] J J Sinner It 8 
D Medvedev Rus 3 | N Djokovic Ser 2 
C Eubanks US 


Then the match turned on its head. 
Both players had multiple break 
points in the early stages, but only 
the winner of 23 majors took his, to 
lead 3-0. That old foe of Rublev’s, the 
double fault, had reared its head. A 
forehand passing shotintothe deuce 
court brought up a break-back point, 
but the 25-year-old couldn’t capi- 
talise, and soon he exchanged his 
dialled-in play with unforced errors. 
That other achilles heel of his: slumps 
in concentration. The 36-year-old 
took the second set with a second 
break, 6-1. 

Djokoviccontinued doing Djokovic 
things as he saved double break-point 


A Novak Djokovic plays a backhand volley in his quarter-final victory 
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in his first service game of the third, 
and one felt the missed opportunity 
was a crucial blow for Rublev’s frame 
ofmind. But atleast the Russian was 
back to hitting dynamite strokes. 
The problem was Djokovic’s gentle 
volleys, and the No 2 seed’s sliding 
court coverage, and, well, Djokovic 
in general. Midway through the seta 
lob from Rublev’s racket sailed long 
and he lost serve once more. The 
crowd did their best to buoy him - 
he has won plaudits for his anti-war 
stance and athrilling performance in 
his previous match has gained him 
new fans. 

And just as it seemed Djokovic 
would serve out the third set with 
ease, Rublev found the reserves to 
bring up multiple break points. He 
orchestrated the crowd to their feet 
witha wave of the hand. But the Serb 
held his nerve for the third set. 

As the wind picked up, and with 
Djokovic two sets to one up, it felt 
the match could quickly blow away. 
It did, with Djokovic breaking early 
and then again, to finish in just shy 
of three hours. 

In the post-match press confer- 
ence the Russian spoke of his missed 
opportunities, especially in the third 
set. “When we played the long game 
at 5-4, I had so many chances. But I 
got tight,” he said, before declaring it 
still the best of the eight grand slam 
quarter-finals he has played. “I feel 
proud of myself. But of course you 
want to win and of course I was doing 
everything to try to win this match. 
But every time he had a chance he 
made them. And that’s why Novak is 
one of the greatest players in history.” 

For his part, Djokovic exuded con- 
fidence, both in the press room and 
on court. Ofthe players facing him, he 
said: “Everyone wants a scalp. But it 
ain’t gonna happen.” He then added 
a self-deprecating: “Very humble.” 

Intheir semi-final on Friday Jannik 
Sinner - who took the opening two 
sets in their quarter-final last year, 
before losing - will try to make it hap- 
pen. But Djokovic willbe ready. Those 
steely green eyes laser-focused on a 
new target: 3,659 days. And beyond. 


Sinner sacrifice 
pays off as he 
ends wait for 
semi-final spot 


Jannik Sinner 6366 


Italy, 8 
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Roman Safiullin 


Russia 


Simon Cambers 
Wimbledon 


About an hour before the start of 
his quarter-final here with Roman 
Safiullin yesterday, Jannik Sinner sat 
in the players area at the All England 
Club with his hood up, tight to his 
face, shutting out the world. Tipped 
as a future world No 1 since he burst 
on to the scene a couple of years 
ago, the Italian had lost all of four 
previous grand slam quarter-finals. 
Fifth time round, he was desperate 


to get everything right: 2hr 14min 
later, Sinner had completed the job, 
his 6-4, 3-6, 6-2, 6-2 win against the 
25-year-old Russian taking him into 
the Wimbledon semi-finals. 

“It means a lot to me,” the softly 
spoken Italian said. “We put many 
hours of workin and many sacrifices 
off court for this moment.” 

Sinner led by a set and 3-1 before 
Safiullin, ranked 92 and in his first 
Wimbledon, won five successive 
games to level the match. At that 
stage, as Sinner said later, he “got 
down mentally a little bit” but he 
regrouped and pulled away for 
a confident victory. He will play 
the seven-time champion Novak 
Djokovic for a place in the final. 

Such has been the hype about 
Sinner in the past two years that it 
hardly seems possible that he is still 
just 21. Yet he is the youngest men’s 
semi-finalist at Wimbledon since 
2007 and he is only the third Italian 
man in history to reach the last four 
here, after Nicola Pietrangeliin 1960 
and Matteo Berrettini, who was the 
first Italian man to reach the final 
whenrunner-up to Djokovicin 2021. 

Beaten by Djokovic himselfin the 
quarter-finals 12 months ago, when 


‘Tcanstayoncourt 
formany hours 
without suffering 
... beforeit wasa 
little bit different’ 


Jannik Sinner 


A Jannik Sinner will face Novak 
Djokovic aiming to avenge 2022 loss 


he led by two sets to love, Sinner isa 
much-improved player, physically 
and mentally. “Ican stay on court for 
many hours without suffering,” he 
said. “Knowing you are also a top-10 
player, itis alittle bit different [men- 
tally]. IfI have to play the slice, I can 
play now without thinking. Before it 
was always a little bit different. I can 
goto thenet knowing that I have good 
volleys. Ihave some good things now 
in my game, and hopefully Ican use 
itin the right way.” 

The addition to his team of Darren 
Cahill - the Australian coach who 
helped Lleyton Hewitt, Andre Agassi 
and Simona Halep - has added steel 
and experience to go with his obvious 
talent. “For sure Darren knows alittle 
bit better how to behave in certain 
moments like this, something new 
for me,’ Sinner said. 

“He knows how to deal with it 
because he had other players who 
were much better than me. Itis good 
tohave him. He gives mea lot of confi- 
dence. Heisalsoavery nice man who 
you can smile, you can joke around. 
But he always finds the right words, 
especially before the matches, he 
knows what to say, which makes me 
feel good; comfortable.” 


No sweat 
Djokovic fights 
back against 
Rublev to reach 
semi-finals 
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‘They can gut us’ 
PGA Tour officials 
feared financial 
rout by LIV Golf 


Testimony before US 
senate sub-committee paints 
grim picture of losing battle 


Ewan Murray 


Senior officials on the PGA Tour 
feared that their organisation 
could be reduced to ruin by the 
Saudi Arabia-backed LIV Golf without 
a deal, they conceded yesterday. 

Documents retrieved by a US 
Senate committee investigating the 
controversial framework agreement 
reached between the PGA Tour, the 
DP World Tour and Saudi’s Public 
Investment Fund also show plans 
from three months ago involved Tiger 
Woods and Rory McIlroy playing 
under the LIV umbrella. 

Jimmy Dunne, a PGA Tour board 
member, and Ron Price, the group’s 
chief operating officer, appeared 
before the senate’s subcommittee on 
investigations yesterday. Dunne, who 
was integral to the alliance, painted 
a stark picture of the PGA Tour’s 
options: “If LIV takes five players a 
year for five years, they can gut us.” 

The chairman of that committee, 
Senator Richard Blumenthal, was 
scathing about the PGA Tour’s 
willingness to do business with the 
Saudis. “It’s about how a brutal, 
repressive regime can buy influence 
- indeed even take over -a cherished 
American institution simply to 
cleanse its public image,” he said. 

After mutual litigation - which has 
now ended - and battling by existing 
tours to prevent players joining the 
LIV circuit, the deal was announced 


Documents retrieved 
by the US senate 
committee proposed 
Rory McIlroy 
playing for LIV 


on 6 June. “For two years, the most 
vehement opposition and criticism 
[of Saudi golf involvement] came 
from PGA Tour leaders themselves,” 
Blumenthal said of what came before. 

Dunne, who was integral to the 
alliance, painted a stark picture of 
the PGA Tour’s options. “They are 
already putting billions of dollars 
into golf. They have a management 
team that wants to destroy the tour. 
And even though you could say they 
[only] take five or six players a year, 
they have an unlimited horizon and 
an unlimited amount of money ... I 
am concerned if we do nothing, they 
will end up owning golf” 

Dunne revealed lawyers’ fees had 
already cost $100m (£77m) per year 
between the parties. He said LIV has 
“no economic constraint and no time 
constraint”, adding: “Their entire 
existence depends on taking more of 
our players. We are not complaining 
about that, it is just the way it is.” 

Price would not specify how much 
the PIF had committed to the planned 
new commercial organisation, other 
than to say it was “north of $1bn”. 
Pressed on why the PGA Tour did 
not seek funding from alternative 
sources, he said: “Had we gone down 
that path, we would still be fighting 
the very expensive and disruptive 
litigation. LIV would have continued 
torecruit our players and put our tour 
in jeopardy. They could have become 
the leader in professional golf and 
operated it for the benefit of the king- 
dom of Saudi Arabia.” 

Woodsand McIlroy, who have been 
staunch supporters ofthe PGA Tour, 
are believed to have been unaware of 
their names being touted in associa- 
tion with LIV. A presentation from 
April made by Amanda Staveley’s 
PCP Capital Partners to the PGA Tour 
was titled “The Best of Both Worlds”. 
Staveley played a role in bringing 
the PIF and golf’s establishment 
together. 

The slides include the following 
bullet point: “LIV is proposing that 
Rory McIlroy and Tiger Woods would 
own teams and play in atleast 10 LIV 
events. This and the participation of 
other leading players is subject to 
further discussions.” McIlroy and 


Woods have been con- 37 
tinually dismissive of the 


‘Emotional’ 
Match-winner 
Woakes thought 
his England 
Career was over 
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OA victorious Elina Svitolina 
(right) embraces Iga Swiatek 
before thanking the world No 1 
for her support of Ukraine 
ANDREW COULDRIDGE/REUTERS 


Svitolina sees 
off Swiatek and 
says war has 
toughened her 


Tumaini Carayol 
Wimbledon 


Elina Svitolina says living through a 
time when her country is at war has 
made her stronger after pulling off 
one ofthe biggest wins ofher career, 
defeating Iga Swiatek, the top seed, 
7-5, 6-7 (5), 6-2 in a 2hr 51min battle 
toreach the Wimbledon semi-finals. 
“Ithink war made me stronger and 
also made me mentally stronger,” 
Svitolina said. “Mentally I dop’t take 
difficult situations as like a disaster. 
There are worse things in life.” 


rr 


Wednesday 
12 July 
2023 


The Ukrainian’s win marks the 
continuation of one of the most 
remarkable comebacks in recent 
years. Svitolina, a former No 3, 
recently returned to competition 
after having a daughter, Skai, last 
October, with her husband and fellow 
tennis player Gaél Monfils. Svitolina, 
28, had already reached the French 
Open quarter-finals last month in her 
first grand slam tournament back. 

“Pm just calmer. I think also, 
because I just started to play again, I 
have different pressures. Of course, 
Iwant to win. Ihave this motivation, 
like huge motivation, to come back 
to the top. But I think havinga child, 
and war, made mea different person. 
Ilook at things a bit differently.” 

Across the net from Svitolina, 
Swiatek has been one of the most 
vocal supporters of Ukraine among 
tennis players since Russia’s inva- 
sion, with the world No 1 wearing a 
Ukraine flag ribbon on her cap. Svito- 
lina said it was even tougher to face 
the Pole knowing how Swiatek has 
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helped her. “It was a much tougher 
game, I would say, because she’s a 
great person, she’s a big champion,” 
she said. “She’s done so much, andis 
doing still so much for Ukraine. We 
admire her in Ukraine” 

Svitolina is ranked 76th and 
needed a wildcard to enter the Wim- 
bledon draw after falling to No 508 
during the ranking cut-off period 
in May. She has defeated four for- 
mer grand slam champions in five 
matches en route to the last four: 
Venus Williams, Sofia Kenin, Victoria 
Azarenka and Swiatek. 

According to Svitolina, itis unlikely 
that Monfils and Skai will join her in 
London. “She’s with Gaél right now at 
home. I was FaceTiming with her just 
right after the match. She was really 
distracted with her ice-cream, so I 
was not the priority there.” 

In the semi-finals Svitolina will 
face the unseeded Marketa Vondrou- 
sova of the Czech Republic. 
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